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Libraries Change 
Lives: Miracle’s First 
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Where aspirations, ideas and knowledge converge.
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Community organizations in Olmsted County are investing 
time, local talent, and financial resources with one goal in mind: 
improving educational outcomes in local students.

Representatives from 15 different organizations are working 
to develop a set of recommendations for community approval 
to create a sustainable, data-based, educational effort. Library 
Director Audrey Betcher serves as the City of Rochester’s 
representative for the “Cradle To Career” initiative. She says 
helping students -of all ages- succeed is an important community 
issue. “There are needs at all age and grade levels: only 31% of 
kids have the skills needed when they enter kindergarten and 
only approximately 80% of Rochester students graduate high 
school. What do we need to do differently to change that? And 
what other struggles exist locally?”

In April, Betcher was part of the committee that hosted 
a community summit on the issue to gauge how much 
support there is to move forward with tackling educational 
outcomes together as a community. The summit was 
funded by Rochester Rotary clubs and co-hosted with the 

United Way of Olmsted County.  Based upon feedback   from the summit, community leaders recommended hiring 
StriveTogether, a national leader on Cradle to Career efforts, to 
help craft goals and develop a plan to improve student success.

“It’s about developing a community-wide effort with shared goals 
to make an impact at all levels,” explains Betcher.

Members of the Cradle to Career planning team spearheading 
the work include representatives from various sectors: education, 
local government, higher education, non-profits, foundations, 
students, service clubs, parents, and more. Their charter is to 
develop a set of recommendations which will launch the initiative 
with cross-community participation and long term sustainability.

Betcher says the movement fits into the library’s overall strategic 
plan. “One of our top goals is to support local students to help 
them succeed. Having shared community-wide goals and a plan 
to reach those goals will help us be even more supportive of local 
students.”   

For more information about the initiative visit 
http://bit.ly/RochC2C

Library joins with other organizations  
working to improve educational outcomes
By Karen Lemke
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Hundreds of Rochester-area residents participated in the 
library’s new Summer Playlist program this year, as they 
looked for new ways to “read, create, connect, and explore.”

The program kicked off with Fine Forgiveness Week in early 
June. Visitors to the library, Bookmobile or BookBike were 
forgiven any overdue fines during that week. In all, 327 lost 
items were returned (approximate value: $8,175) and 1,571 
people had their fines waived. 

After the initial start, the 
program kicked into high 
gear with activities, prizes, 
and unique events. Several 
outreach events near 
local schools gave new 
opportunities for kids and 
their caregivers. A StarLab 
in Byron, Rocket Fun at 
Longfellow, and Outdoor 
Games at Gage East were all 
part of this year’s outreach 
activities. Head of Youth 

Services, Heather Acerro, says the new events outside the 
library’s walls fit perfectly in the Summer Playlist program.

“Summer Playlist is about disconnecting from devices and 
really experiencing summer,” explains Acerro, adding, “For  
some people it’s reading, for others it’s connecting with 
old friends.”

So far the feedback from the program (which ends 
September 2nd) has been very positive. Acerro says library  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

patrons of all ages are commenting about the program as a 
whole and also about the special outreach events happening 
throughout Olmsted County.

“We’re hearing great feedback from adults and kids at each 
event,” says Acerro, “The majority of our participants are 
just excited to have better access to the activities we offer 
regularly at the downtown library.”

For information about events happening inside and outside 
the library, visit the RPL online calendar at: 
http://bit.ly/RochEvents.

Summer Playlist 
expands beyond 

library walls

Experience the

Getting to the Library
Construction projects near the library will continue for the next several months.  
On busier days don’t forget our “Hassle-Free Options.”  
 
RPL offers: 

BookBike and ArtCart stops at local parks http://bit.ly/RPLbookbike

Bookmobile services throughout Olmsted County http://bit.ly/RPLbkmb

24-hour digital collection services, including Overdrive: http://bit.ly/rplDigital
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ArtCart joins 
BookBike 
through the 
streets of Rochester

New Book Group in a Bag Kit 
Staff Recommendations
Looking for a great read? Try one of our staff picks!

Crimes Against a Book Club 
by Kathy Cooperman
- Recommended by Kim Edson

Best friends Annie and Sara need cash 
and they need it fast. Annie is desperate 
for money to afford expensive therapy 
for an autistic son; Sarah is balancing IVF 
treatments and reducing her hours to start a family. They 
come up with a brilliant plan to sell anti-aging face cream to 
the wealthy women in Annie’s book club to get some quick 
cash. The plan appears innocent enough except for the 
special (and not so legal) ingredient. Each chapter starts with 
a musing about book title common to discussion groups 
providing additional suggestions for future discussions.

Wonder by R.J. Palacio
- Recommended by Karen Lemke
Auggie is a 10-year-old with a facial 
deformity, working his way through the 5th 
grade after being homeschooled his entire 
life. Author R.J. Palacio provides a glimpse 
into the feelings and emotions we all face 
when entering a new situation and how 
perspective can really make a difference.

Inspiring, thoughtful, and heartfelt, Wonder is a great read for 
adults, teens and older children.

Address Unknown 
by Katherine Kressman Taylor
- Recommended by Beth Befort

Max Eisenstein is a German Jewish art dealer 
living in San Francisco. His friend and business 
partner Martin Schulse moves back to 
Germany in 1932 and soon becomes a prominent businessman 
and Nazi party member.  Their relationship is followed through 
a series of letters whose content becomes more ominous as 
Hitler tightens his grip on Europe and on Martin. 

It’s been a beautiful BookBike season as staff and community 
members welcome a new addition: the RPL ArtCart.

Loaded with art supplies, the ArtCart is providing hours of 
creativity and inspiration for visitors of all ages. Activities 
have so far ranged from painting with watercolors to 
creating solar prints. According to Head of Youth Services, 
Heather Acerro, adding the ArtCart better mimics the 
services available at the downtown library. 

“Customers enjoy books and materials that we offer, but the 
art room, Minnesota Children’s Museum Smart Play Spot, 
and other activities are equally as important,” she says, 
adding, “Our BookBike visitors appreciate having access to 
books and materials so we knew adding the ArtCart would 
provide greater access to art activities.”

In the month of June alone, the ArtCart saw 508 visitors, 
higher than library staff anticipated. “We’re the first library 
we know of that has both a BookBike and ArtCart, so we 
weren’t sure what to expect,” says Acerro. 

Heading into the fall months, the BookBike will be unhitched 
and transformed into a push cart. “Last year our weekly 
visits to Bravo Espresso in the Skyway were successful, so 
we hope to return to that location this fall,” says Acerro. 
Meanwhile, the ArtCart will take a break during the colder 
months and return next year for another season of art and 
inspiration.

To plan your trip to the BookBike and ArtCart before 
summer’s end, visit: http://bit.ly/RPLbookbike.

Did you know Rochester Public Library has dozens 
of Book Group in a Bag kits for you and your book 

club? New titles have recently been added. 
Visit http://bit.ly/RPLbookgroupbags 
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When Miracle 
Cain walked in the 

library in the late spring, 
she was on a mission: to get her first 
library card.

Miracle, a student with Rochester 
Academy for Independent Living, 
explained to Library Assistant Lynn 
Pentek that she learned about getting 
a library card from her teacher, Mary 
Alcott.

“She was incredibly excited to get her 
card,” says Pentek, adding, “Her joy was 
infectious.”

Miracle says the excitement comes 
from knowing that she can check out 
a wide variety of materials, including 
DVDs and from the fact that library 
cards are fairly simple to get. “I learned 
it’s so easy to get a card!” she exclaimed.

Alcott says she shares the importance 
of getting a library card with all of her 
students who all have disabilities and 
have transitioned out of high school. 
She says the RAIL program helps 
students learn the functioning skills 
they need to be productive and social 
members of the community.

“I am the community participation 
teacher so I work with students to 
volunteer in the community, plan 
social outings and learn how to use 
the community resources that are 
available to them as members of the 
community,” explains Alcott. “I teach 
the students that the Library is a free 
resource for books and movies and 
magazines and teach them that they 
can use the Library’s computers and 
printers to check emails. 

She says she also focuses on how the 
library can be a safe space for students 
to sit and read, especially while they 
are waiting for a bus. “Most students 
use the city bus and often have to wait 
downtown for connections.”

Meanwhile, Pentek says assisting 
patrons who truly value the library 
is incredibly rewarding. “It’s great to 
see someone smile when they get 
their card, and Miracle’s smile was so 
encouraging and really captures the joy 
a library card can bring.”

Libraries Change Lives:  
Miracle’s First Library Card

Meet Libby

Local construction company instills  
reading by installing mini-libraries

Libby is the new OverDrive app that works on most smart phones and tablets.   We will provide a brief 
overview of some of the new features.

Feel free to bring your own device to download the app.   We will also have devices to try out.  Do you 
have your own Libby story?  Feel free to share.

The handout that we are using to introduce new ebook and audio-book users to the Libby App can be 
found here: http://bit.ly/RPLandLibby

Info from OverDrive re: Libby (which included a nifty intro video) can be found at: http://bit.ly/MeetLibby

More mini-libraries are open for business in Olmsted County, thanks in part to Knutson Construction.

The over 100-year-old, Rochester-based company installed 20 mini-libraries earlier this summer. Youth 
Services Librarian Jon Allen says the library-supported Neighbors Read mini-library program wouldn’t be 
possible without support from businesses and community members. “The Neighbors Read program is 
a real community effort,” says Allen, adding, “We’re grateful for strong supporters like Knutson.”

Rochester Public Library currently supports 180 mini-libraries and community bookshelves throughout 
Olmsted County. For information on one in your area, visit: http://bit.ly/neighborsreadOLM
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Rochesterfest Auditorium 
Book Sale: A Huge Success

Staff Breakfast

Become a Volunteer

Four times every year, the Friends of the Rochester Public 
Library hold a book sale in the auditorium of the Library.  
Thousands of books, in every conceivable category, fill the 
auditorium.  For the book lover, it is a sight to behold.  The books 
are categorized to aid the browsing and shopping experience.   
There are books for sale to pique the interest of every book 
lover—from books on sports, health, gardening, biographies, 
mysteries, history, cookbooks, the classics—and an amazing 
assortment of books for children and teens.  

Not only does this help “recycle” books, the book sale is a 
fundraiser for the Public Library.  Thanks to the tremendous 
efforts of the dozens of volunteers who donated over 225 

hours of their time, this year’s 
sale raised over $9,000.  
This money will be used to 
support library programs and 
initiatives.

The next auditorium book 
sale will be held October 12 to 
15, followed by the December 
Gift Quality Book & Bake Sale 
December 8 and 9.

Come and check out this incredible book sale!  If you would 
like to help with the auditorium book sale, please contact 
Marilyn Campbell at 328.2341.

On May 1st the Friends held their 
annual breakfast to thank the staff 
of RPL for the amazing job they do!  
Thanks to the generosity of Dunn Brothers, 
the Friends served delicious quiche and fruit.  It was a 
great way to start a Monday morning!

We are looking for individuals who would like to volunteer at 
RPL and become members of the Friends of the Rochester 
Public Library.  There are many different ways you can put your 
time and talent to work helping RPL and encouraging literacy.   
The Friends have been serving RPL since 1949 and we would 
love to have you join us.  Contact Marilyn Campbell at 328.2341 
for more information.

FRIENDS OF 

THE ROCHESTER 

PUBLIC LIBRARY PRESENT

AUTHOR PANEL DISCUSSION

THURSDAY, SEPT. 28
4:30-6PM  |  LIBRARY AUDITORIUM
Book signing immediately following discussion.

MINDY MEJIA

TONY WIRT

CHUCK LOGAN

JULIE KRAMER

DAVID HOUSEWRIGHT
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Letter from the Library Foundation  
Executive Director

United Way of 
Olmsted County

Ways to Give

For more information about these giving options and others, call 507.328.2387.  The Rochester Public Library Foundation is a 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization and contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

By supporting the Rochester Public Library Foundation, you make a profound impact on  
the lives of those you care about as well as the quality of life in our community.

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.
smile.amazon.com/ch/41-1859534

Donate online here:  http://apps.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/supporting/foundation/donation/index.cfm

Choose Rochester Public Library Foundation 
when you designate your dollars.

Support us on Give to the Max Day  
on November 16th, 2017 and all year long.

https://www.givemn.org/organization/Rochester-Public-Library-Foundation

The Thrivent Choice program helps Thrivent members make a positive impact in their 
communities. Please consider the Rochester Public Library Foundation when directing Choice 

Dollars. To learn more, visit www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice  or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836.

The IBM Matching Grants program enables employees and retirees to increase the value of their donations.
https://ibmgrants.mybluemix.net

Paycheck - Automatic Withdrawl
Set up automatic payments from your bank account for regular, tracked donations.

On your bank’s website, enter the account information for your charity and select automatic payments, the 
bank account you wish to withdraw from, the amount you want to donate and how often you want to donate. 

As summer continues, so does the 
cycle of life and all that entails. New 

flower growth, trees budding, babies 
teetering about, and Minnesotans enjoying those long 

hot summer days. For me, summer means a time to review 
what we have accomplished  thus far, and start planning for 
what lies ahead.  

Summer also means new growth opportunities for us as 
our Foundation website now includes a Wish List of items 
needed by various departments. The list includes everything 
from a commercial paper cutter to shelving to children’s 
programming needs. These are unbudgeted items that we 
hope to fund through donations. Check it out to see if there’s 
an item that you personally would like to contribute toward 
at http://bit.ly/RPLdonate.  There are other ways you can 
contribute via IBM Matching, Thrivent, Amazon Prime, United 

Way, Community Contributions, etc. Check out that info 
below. Your financial support makes all things possible. 
You can contribute online or via the enclosed envelope.

We are at our six month transition in new volunteer leadership 
as Martha McClees, Mayo Department of Development,  took 
over as Board President in January. She is a great leader following 
in the footsteps of Chris Wendland, Attorney at Wendland Utz, 
who led us through a transition time over the last two and a 
half years. Please follow us on this continued journey through 
the seasons and the great things that are popping up at the 

Rochester Public Library and Foundation.

Vicki Allen
Executive Director, Rochester Public 
Library Foundation 
vallen@rochester.lib.mn.us
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Amy Berg
Phyllis & Tony Berman
Audrey Betcher
Madelyn Betcher
Bremer Bank, N.A.
Ms. Maggie Brimijoin
Richard Cayward Jr.
Ms. Chris Cross
Terry & Linda Curtis
Ms. Margaret Dalen
Susanne Todd Daood
Justin & Emily Davis
Adam Dickinson & Sarah Stille
Joe & Penny Duffy
Mary Dunlap
Shirley Edmonson
Judith Eggler Trust
Ms. Kathleen Eppard
Timothy & Cheryl Fedje
Friedell Middle School-GSA Group
Stephen & Monica Frytak
Mr. & Mrs. W. Bruce Fye
Carol H. Geerdes
Phyllis & Sherwin Goldman
Duane & Ann Hoven
Don & Joan Howland
Kimberly Keilholtz
Jim & Linda Koelsch
Tomoko Kokmen
Doug & Dotty Leimer
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Maercklein
Carolyn McCarty
Martha McClees
Mrs. Marjorie Mehring
James & Judy Mellinger
Ed Creagan & Peggy Menzel
Diann Meriwether

Mr. & Mrs. Todd Mervosh
Herb & Betty Mueller
Karl & Karen Nath
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Nowicki
Ifte Rana
Mr. & Mrs. Richard A. Rosener
Stephanie Saathoff
Dave & Cecily Sample
Andrea Schmidt
Mary & Bill Schmidt
Michael & Susan Shepard
Bob Smith
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
Aimalicia Staub
Rich & Mary Streit
Dr. & Mrs. Harry Swedlund
Philip & Joanne Swenson
Ms. Dy Sin Teng
Sandy Tschida
Valley of Rochester Scottish Rite 

Children’s Foundation
James & Darlene Vowels
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Walker
Carolyn  Wall
Jason & Emily Wampfler
Tim & Amy Ward
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Lily 

Weinshilboum
Chris & Becky Wendland
Craig & Judith Wendland
Barbara Westmoreland
Trisha White
Beth & Niel Wiegand
Kenneth & Martha Williamson
John & Irene Wiltsie
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Wittmer
J. Herman & Marilyn Yates

IN HONOR/APPRECIATION

IN MEMORY

Kristen Aliotti 
- In honor of  Marie Wynne Miller

Diane & Zach Klaus
- In appreciation of Sue Ziebarth

Peg  Anderson
- In memory of Denny Anderson

Paul & Lois Hruska
- In memory of Dr. Robert Colligan

Ms. Diana L. Kohrt
- In memory of my parents

Mary Ann O’Rourke
- In memory of William J. O’Rourke M.D.

Diane Parker
- In memory of Katherine Cassel

Diane Parker
- In memory of Martha Towey

Lisa Rodysill
- In memory of Leonard & Noreen Benson

Eldon & Brenda Skurdahl
- In memory of Jose

Marietta Steck
- In memory of John Steck

Cynthia Waldhoff
- In memory of Sharon Markland

Elizabeth Winters
- In memory of Sharon Markland by the Collins, 
Satele, Behle, Glessing & Thompson-Jewell Families

Donors from  
March 1, 2017 - June 30, 2017

Book-A-Year Endowment

By supporting the Rochester Public Library Foundation, you make a profound impact on  
the lives of those you care about as well as the quality of life in our community.

When you give $500 to the Book-A-Year Endowment, a book in  
your name (or the name you designate) will be purchased  

each year in perpetuity for Rochester Public Library.

Your donation will honor 
the special people in your 

life and help the library  
to grow as well.

Your name will be included in a memorial book on display in the 
Foundation Office at the library.

A nameplate will be placed on the inside front cover of one book 
each year in perpetuity for Rochester Public Library.

A letter can be sent to the honoree to keep as a  
record of your donation.
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MaryTeresa Gibbons is part of a family 
with a deep affection for libraries. 

“When my grandmother would visit it 
was an unspoken rite that we would 
walk two miles to the library, fill up bags 
with books then walk home and repeat 
the process a few days later. It gave us 
time to talk, tell jokes, discuss books we 
had read and get great exercise. Special 
memories! We should have known, 
though, that something was wrong the 
day she said she was too tired to walk to 
the library and didn’t even want my dad 
to drive us. She passed away a week later 
of congestive heart failure.”

That love of libraries her grandmother 
shared has continued over the years, 
with MaryTeresa often bragging to 
family members about what she found 
at Rochester Public Library. “When RPL 
started installing the mini-libraries around 
town I was excited and sent pictures. I 
began bragging about RPL...the quilt in 
the entry, more mini-libraries, the bike 
mobile, the special events, the vibrancy 
of the library and its integral part of 
the community.” But her siblings didn’t 
necessarily believe RPL could compare 
with their own libraries, located in larger 
cities. 

When MaryTeresa’s mom passed away, 
family members flew in “from all over 
the world.” She says while family waited 

during a plane delay at the Rochester 
International Airport, they “discovered 
the airport library.” The “airport library” 
is actually a partnership with Rochester 
Public Library, Friends of the Rochester 
Public Library, and the airport, called 
“Books on the Fly.”  This grant-supported 
project features a mini-library and digital 
kiosk, offering free books to travelers.

Once MaryTeresa’s family discovered the 
“Books on the Fly” program, they changed 
their view of RPL. “Next thing I knew they 
were posting on Facebook, checking out 
books and reading them on their planes, 
bragging about this wonderful concept 
to everyone and actually admitting that 
RPL is much more innovative than [other 
libraries] when it came to accessibility of 
books!”

Since 2016, hundreds of physical and 
digital books have been enjoyed by 
travelers passing through Rochester 
International Airport. 

The Backstory: MaryTeresa  
and Books on the Fly


