LIBRARY

Connections

Imagine your daughter or a young
neighbor telling you she wasn't doing
well in school because she “couldn't
understand much” when it came to
reading.

This is how 10-year-old Jannelle
explains the difficulty she was facing
as a student before participating in
Rochester Reading Champions (RRC), a
tutoring program for struggling readers.
After completing the program in 2017,
Jannelle says she's able to “get good
grades” as a 4th-grade student and she
now reads well above her grade level.

“She was a star Reading Champions
student,” according to her tutor Susan
Goettsch. Susan says she and Jannelle
have celebrated many victories along
the way including seeing Jannelle grow
in confidence, increase her ability to
read new words, and perform in her
class play.

“Jannelle is bright and she always had
good comprehension of what she
read,” explains Susan, but Jannelle still
struggled to keep up with her peers.
That changed after participating in
the RRC program. “By graduation she
could easily read material she could not
have attempted before,” says Susan.
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Reading Champions Change Lives

RRC pairs volunteer tutors like Susan
with struggling readers like Jannelle. The
program started in 2014. Susan was
one of our very first volunteer tutors.
A former child psychologist, she read
about the Reading Champions program
in a Post Bulletin article and “knew it was
the perfect fit” for her after retiring from
Mayo Clinic.

Volunteers like Susan are the heart
of the RRC program. Tutors commit
to 120 hours of training as they learn
the basics of the Orton-Gillingham
method, breaking down reading to the
fundamental word level.

And while the tutors only spend a few
hours with students each week, they also
create personalized lesson plans for each
student. Even though it can be “quite time
consuming,” Susan she really enjoys it.

RRC Coordinator, Gail Harris, says that
as one of over two dozen tutors who
invest their time and talent, Susan
makes a huge difference in Rochester.

“Reading Champions” (continued on page 2)
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“Reading Champions” (continued from page 1)

“Our tutors are a very dedicated, kind group of individuals
who are passionate about helping kids and adults to bring
learning and absolute joy into reading.”

“All of our students see success,” says Harris, adding “Every student
makes some sort of progress and for many of our students, it’s life-changing.”

If you ask Jannelle, RRC changed her life: the once-struggling reader now has a passion for
reading, saying, “You can use your imagination while reading.”

The program is often just as life-changing for tutors as it is for the students. “Teaching
someone to read is the single best thing you can do for another human being,” says Susan.

The program is led by Rochester Public Library, with additional community support that has helped the program continue to grow.
In February, the library will open a dedicated Literacy Hub space for all area tutors and students to use. The space will include
tutoring rooms and resource materials, including decodable and high interest/low reading level items.

You can help throughout February and March during a special fundraising campaign with the generous support of the Valley
of Rochester Scottish Rite. The organization will match any donations to Rochester Reading Champions, up to $10,000. Last
year the organization agreed to match donations up to $5,000, and when RRC supporters exceeded that goal by raising
$6,075, the Valley of Rochester Scottish Rite came through with additional money for an equal match. The combined donation
is helping to pay for the Literacy Hub.

Looking to support a life-changing program? Learn more about RRC by visiting: http://bit.ly/RPLdonate.

Building an Alliance
By Sarah Joynt
Since June, an active chapter of the Harry Potter Alliance (HPA)

at Rochester Public Library has been creating positive change
in our community!

Wizards and Muggles (non-magical people) of all ages gather
on the first and third Mondays of the month from 4-5 PM.
Harry Potter-loving members of Teen Library Council brought
forward the idea to form a chapter of HPA as they were
looking for more opportunities to make our community better.
HPA is an international organization, working since 2005 to
change the world by making activism accessible through the
power of story. Our chapter, Lumos Library, has taken the
#NevilleFightsBack campaign as the heart of our chapter.
When everything in Harry Potter seemed too big and too hard
to make better, Neville didn't stay quiet and he didn't give up. ~ Our members have lots of ideas to take HPA into its second
Instead, he looked for smallways ~ year and we are always recruiting new members with new

that he could stand up and make ~ideas to join us. It's easy to join. Just show

a difference. With our “Fantastic ~ up for our next scheduled meeting.

Bees and How to Help Them”  For more information, contact Sarah, Teen Q

campaign this summer, HPA Librarian at sjoynt@rochester.lib.mn.us
/LUMOS

planted native seeds and shared positive bee information in
their neighborhoods. In October and November, members
painted a new mini library and installed it in the Peace Plaza
to replace an older one that had fallen into disrepair. Lumos
Library helped with planning and staffing our November
“Wonder” movie release party by designing the Kindness Tree
that was in Youth Services.

members learned about the or check out the national HPA website:
importance of pollinators from  www.thehpalliance.org
our friends at the Bee Shed, and LIBRARY
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Books We're
Excited For in 2018

By Allison Girres

With a new year, comes a new list of must-read titles. Here
are a few we're excited for in 2018.

The Female Persuasion by
Meg Wolitzer
From the author of The Interestings

comes another multilayered novel
about ambition, friendship, and the
romantic ideals we all cling to from
/ childhood. Greer Kadetsky is a shy
L {“ college freshman when she meets Faith
;; Frank, a dazzling and elegant pillar of

the women's movement. When the
sixty-three year old Faith offers Greer a chance to join her in
her work, Greer finds herself on an exciting path, but one that
is winding her away from her meant-to-be love story with her
boyfriend and the future she'd always imagined.

Tl /acbeth by Jo Nesbo
The eighth edition in  Hogarth
Shakespeare series (Anne Tyler's

Vinegar Girl and Margaret Atwood's
Hag-Seed being other notable entries)
finds the bard's classic tale of ambition
and murder in the hands of the king of
Scandinavian noir. Set in a dark and
rainy northern town, Nesbg's Macbeth
pits a corrupt policeman against loyal
colleagues, a drug-fueled criminal underworld, and the pull of
childhood friendships.

J0 NESBO

B

Circe by Madeline Miller

In The Odyssey, Circe lures Odysseus's
to her island and turns his crewmates
into pigs - but this isn't Odysseus's
story. Threatened by her powers, Zeus
banishes young Circe to a deserted
island where she hones her witchcraft,
tames wild beasts, and crosses paths
with some of the most famous figures
in mythology. When she unwittingly
draws the wrath of both men and gods Circe must chose, once
and for all, whether she belongs with the gods she was born to
or the mortals she has come to love. If you can't wait, Miller's
retelling of The lliad, The Song of Achilles, is well worth the read.

Speed-
Friending
By Karen Lemke
“It's like speed-dating, but platonic.”

The library's first speed-friending event in January

turned out to be a popular one, as a few interested people
had to be turned away. Event organizer, Librarian Allison
Girres, says the February edition also proved to be popular,
with spaces filling up quickly.

Girres, who is a new Rochester resident herself, says it can
often be difficult for adults to make friends. “It can be hard
for people to make friends, especially when you lose the
natural social groups of school and college.” Girres goes on
to explain that, just like in dating, rejection can be a fear for
people seeking new friends as well.

Girres says the event will be repeated throughout the year,
as more people search for new friendships. For details
about future Speed-Friending events, visit the library’s
online calendar at: http://bit.ly/RochEvents

Let's Get Digital!

Wondering what to do with those Super-8
home movies? VHS wedding tapes? Audio
cassettes?

Rochester Public Library wants to
help! The library will be purchasing
equipment for local residents to use
to take older-format video and audio |
recordings and transform them into more-
accessible digital formats.

“We need to know which formats patrons
have materials in so we can get the right equipment,”
says Librarian Brian Lind, “If no one has Super VHS, we
don’t want to invest in a Super VHS player.”

To tell us which formats you would like to digitize, take
the short survey at: http://bit.ly/RPLdigitzesurvey

Rochester Public Library ¢ 101 2nd Street SE, Rochester, MN
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Wit, Wisdom & Wine 2018

After 17 years, Wit, Wisdom and Wine saw a few great changes to this long
standing event that raises thousands of dollars annually to support the
mission of the Rochester Public Library & Foundation.

For the first time, Wit, Wisdom and Winejoined in as a Winterfest event, added a

Wine Wall, and highlighted a two part high-end Wine Tasting Class led by Tessa Leung of
Grand Rounds Brewing Company & Tessa's Office. All these great new additions plus the eight
“wisdom filled” speakers made for a memorable night that raised over $40,000.

Foundation Board President, Martha McClees, says the event always demonstrates how valuable
the library is to Rochester. “Wit, Wisdom & Wine is such a great event highlighting Rochester's
most welcoming resource: the Public Library. The Library belongs to everyone, it's a safe place
to learn, share & grow. We thank our supporters for their time, talent and treasure.”

Wit, Wisdom & Wine served as the kick-off event for a $10,000 Match opportunity to provide
additional support for the library’s innovative tutoring program, Rochester Reading Champions.
To donate, visit http://bit.ly/RPLdonate

“Thank you to all who support this
Foundation fundraiser year after year.
Your dollars and donations equal more

programs, materials and innovations that
we can financially support in 2018.”

- Vicki Allen,
Foundation Executive Director
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September 21, 2017 - December 31, 2017
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Vicki Allen & Terry Sorenson

Dan & Ginny Amundson

Ms. Dawn A. Anderson

Nancy J. Anderson

Associated Bank

Elizabeth J. Atkinson

Dr. & Mrs. Greg Aughenbaugh

Barbara North Beck

Bob & Phyllis Beery

Janet Behrens

John & Diane Beiswanger

Audrey Betcher

Madelyn Betcher

Gladys Binette

Jane F. Bisel

Jeffrey & Emily Bond

Gerald & Denise Bonde

Jeannette Borgen

Dr. Michael Bostwick &
Constance Williams

Bowlocity

Richard & Donna Brown

Mahon & Marilyn Burbank

Shelley Burkhardt

Doug & Sue Butler

Patricia J. Calvert

Dr. AlanJ. Cameron

Jane & Mary Campion

CAPTRUST

Richard Cayward Jr.

Charter House

Rene Chartier & Marilyn Morton

Mr. & Mrs. Dirk Christianson

Steve & Marolee Christopherson

Diane & Jon Closson

William & Marcia Cochran

James & Joanna Coon

Fernando & Mary Jo Cosio

Mr. & Mrs. Casey Crane

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cunningham

Jack Cusma & Dee Dee Zwettler

Eugene & Sandra Dankbar

Susanne Todd Daood

Dr. Jasper & Cynthia Daube

Davies Printing

Cathe Devos

Tom & Joyce Deziel

Nancy Haworth Dingel

Doralee Dubin

Dunlap & Seeger, P.A.

Mary Dunlap

Mr. & Mrs. David Dykstal

Exchange Club of Rochester

Noel & Gwen Fallarme

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Field

Ms. Mary E. Fitzgerald

Richard & Janet Fitzpatrick

Barbara Flasch

Charlie & Iris Fried

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Friedhoff

Barbara & David Frogner

Jim & Heather Fuelberth

Ognjen & Vladana Gajic

Ms. Joni L. Gamm

Greg Gaspar

Carol Geerdes

Dr. & Mrs. G. Richard Geier, Jr.
Raymond J. Gibbons, MD
John & Sonia Gisvold

Juliet Goldman

Phyllis & Sherwin Goldman
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew E. Good
Colum & Una Gorman

Bob & Cindy Groettum

Dr. Nancy Grubbs

Rajin & Purna Gurung

Mrs. Jane Hallman

Alan & Jolene Hansen

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Hansen
Karl & Barbara Hanson

Mr. & Mrs. Peter C. Harris
John L. Harrison

Mr. Victor V. Hartman

Dr. Werner & Pearl Heidel
John & Bobbie Herrell

Ms. Rusti Hessig

HGA Architects & Engineers
Hight & Randall Personal Jeweler
Douglas & Linda Hillenbrand
Hiller Stores Inc

Tim & Kristen Hobday

Tom & Nancy Hockert
George & Sandra Hohberger
Don & Joan Howland

John & Mary Lou Hunziker
IBM Corporation

Franklin & Linda lossi

John & Jan Iverson

Debby & Jim Jacobsen

Med & Jackie James
Christopher J. Jankowski
Ronald & Marlene Jensen
David & Carole Joyce

Nancy Kampmeier

Erik & Tara Kaufman

Dr. Donald W. Klass
Knutson Construction

Ms. Diana Kohrt

Tomoko Kokmen

Don & Val Koster

Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Kyle
Maxine Langdon Trust
William Larson

Tom & Sherry Lawrence
Travis & Amy Leeser

Doug & Dotty Leimer

Tom & Susan Lemke

Ed &Joan Leof

Tina Liebling & Mark Liebow
Dorothy Lindvig

Mr. & Mrs. M. William Lower
Ms. Lisa A Lundquist

Bob & Gretchen MacCarty
Mary Madden & Brad Christensen
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Maercklein
Mr. & Mrs. Dieter Matern
Char K. Matti

Stanley & Amy Mayer
Carolyn McCarty

Jennifer McDonald

Rochester Public Library ¢ 101 2nd Street SE, Rochester, MN

Lois McDougall

Ms. Elva L. McFarlin

Frank & Judy Mcllmail

Ms. Barbara McLeod

James & Kathleen McMullin
Curtis & Mary Meier

Walter R. Menning

Robert & Ruth Ann Miles
Marie Wynne Miller

Louise Moe

Tania Motschman

Herb & Betty Mueller
Richard Myers

Dr. James & Susan Naessens
Karl & Karen Nath

Tjalda Nauta

Margaret B. Nelson

James & Kay Nieling

Beth M. Nienow

Mr. Joseph Nix

Phillip & Dee Nordquist
Michael & Colleen O'Connell
Susan Oddson

Tom & Lori Oftedahl
Beverly Olander

Dr. & Mrs. Patrick O'Leary
Olmsted Medical Center
Olmsted National Bank

Mr. Mark Olson

Omar's Kitchen

John & Karen Orbeck
Sung Jo & Eunah Park
Barbara & Joseph Parks
Ron & Sheila Paukert

Bret & Karen Petersen
Loran & Judith Pilling

Dr. Udaya & Pushpa Prakash
Kevin Praska

Premier Bank Rochester
Mone & Pamela Priebe
Brian & Anne Purrington
James & Virginia Ranweiler
Nicholas & Kate Remmes
Carol Reynolds & James Gloor
Wayne & Mary Alice Richardson
Dale & Barb Richter

Ms. Susan Ricketts

Mr. & Mrs. Merlin J. Ricklefs
Steve & Marilyn Riederer
Jeffrey & Sharon Rome

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rosener
Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn Rothman
Mr. Michael Russell

PaulaJ. Santrach

Rev. & Mrs. Roy Satre

Ms. Jennifer St. Sauver

Paul & Margaret Scanlon
Ms. Evelyn Schlichting
Andrea Schmidt

Freda Schneider

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Schoenfelder
Malea & Chad Schroeder
Ken & Lousette Schultz
Diane & Jim Schwinghammer
Richard & Linda Seime

Ms. Barbara Seydel

Bob Dunn & Joyce Sharp
Michael & Marilyn Sheehan
Mrs. JoAnn M. Sheldon
Michael & Susan Shepard
ShopWise Magazine

Smith Schafer & Associates Ltd.
Angela Smith

Dr. & Mrs. Hugh Smith
Frank & Sandra Soltis

Dr. & Mrs. Ralph E. Spiekerman
Jennifer St. Sauver

Marti & Denny Steffen
Elizabeth Stewart

Susan Stewart

Nobu & Beth Suginaka

Fred & Mary Suhler

Jim & Jill Suk

Richard Sulack

Steven & Diane Swanson
David & Barbara Swart

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Tabor
Rodney & Janis Tanner

Ms. Georgia Toogood

Jane E. Townsend

John & Patty Trnka
University of MN-Rochester
Monica Van Kirk

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Van Norman
Erik & Dee Voldal

Grant Volkman

James & Darlene Vowels
Louis & Linda Wagner
Bryan Wakat

Adolf & Helen Walser
Ms.Huey Wang

Mark & Mary Ellen Warner
Karel M. Weigel

Wendland Utz, Attorneys at Law
Chris & Becky Wendland
Jeffrey & Nancy Werning
Gary & Deborah Westerland
Bill Wiktor & Elaine Case
Kenneth & Martha Williamson
David & Joy Winkle

Jane Wolfram

Joyce Wood

Colleen Worisek

Dr. & Mrs. Worthington
Pete & Diane Wottreng

J. Herman & Marilyn Yates
Gordon Young

Robert Young

Karen & Steven Ytterberg
Ms. Minzhi Zhang

Don & Michelle Ziebarth

“Donors” (continued on page 6)

LIBRARY Connections | 5



ROCHESTER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

FOUNDATION

YOUR DONATIONS
MAKE A WORLD
OF DIFFERENCE
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David & Susan Ahlquist
- In honor of Audrey Betcher

Vicki Allen & Terry Sorenson
- In celebrarion of our birthdays

Richard & Betty Buri
- In honor of grandchildren

Jane & Mary Campion
- In honor of Library Staff

Laura Cook
- In appreciation of Bill Wiktor

Maurice & Kaylene Geiger
- In honor of Quillan Zeitler

Paulette & Mike Zenner
- In memory of Amanda S. Carlson

Linda Dorschner
- In memory of Betty Jo Dorschner

Harold B. Stewart
- In memory of Bix Stewart

Don & Stephanie Supalla
- In memory of Bob & Betty Supalla

Bonita K. Strei
- In memory of Byron Strei

Rosemary Bradshaw
- In memory of Dallas Bradshaw &
Anne Schoonorer

Robert & Sarah Keller
- In memory of Daniel M. &
Norma S. Coppin

Mrs. Wanda M. Hagquist

Dr. Arnold & Sandra Weissler
- In memory of Edward | O'Connell

Vicki Allen & Terry Sorenson
- In memory of Fern Kieffer

Brett & Kim Adams
- In memory of Gail Adams

Roger & Sarabeth Watson
- In memory of Gwen Campbell

Kurt & Jill Richter
- In memory of Jim & Mary Peterson

Susan Benjamin
- In memory of Joan Benjamin

Mrs. Wanda M. Hagquist
- In memory of Don Hagquist

Ms. Angela A. Allers
- In memory of Jon Fryer

- In memory of Don Hagquist Louise Moe
4 &4 - In memory of Josephine Moe
Raymond & Barbara Patricia Gregerson
Anderson Mr. & Mrs. Peter C. Harris

Ms. Donna Lu Arntson

Bank of America Flagstaff Mall Team

Ms. Marilyn Campbell
Richard Estry

Mr. & Mrs. Roger M. Field
Tim & Susan Fisher

Keith & Sandra Gernentz

Francine Hedberg
John &Jan Iverson
Elizabeth Martens
John & Kathleen Mazur
Elene Pattinson

Ms. Patricia Paulson
Mary Peters

IN MEMORY

IN MEMORY OF FRANCENIA WILSON

IN HONOR/APPRECIATION

Ann Lynsen
- In celebration of Alex &
Becky Mickelson

Randolph & Catherine Marks
- In celebration of Lindsey,
Matthew & Nathan

David & Lois Marris

- In honor of Joshua Worisek & Alexandra

Greenberg Worisek

Susan McHugh
- In appreciation of Bill Wiktor

Mr. & Mrs. Terry M. Painter
- In honor of the Bookmobile Staff

Brian Pickering & Amelia Barwise
- In honor of Mr. Swegarden

Mrs. JoAnn M. Sheldon
- In honor of the Library Staff

Ms. Jane Smith
- In honor of Janice Ulrich

Judith Wasser
- In honor of Janice Ulrich

Meredith Wiktor
- In appreciation of Bill Wiktor

Paulette & Mike Zenner
- In honor of Chloe & Crosby Carlson

Ms. Anne E. Dery

- In memory of Josephine Virciglio
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Varley

- In memory of Josephine Virciglio
The Study Club

- In memory of June Flathers

Mr. D. Mike Miller
- In memory of Karen Moxness

Sri & Lathika Nair
- In memory of Lathika’s parents

Jim M. Dervin
- In memory of Lori Dervin

The Study Club
- In memory of Marguerite Smith

Ms. Anne E. Dery
- In memory of Josephine Virciglio

Ms. Jean McDowall
- In memory of Marjorie Ginn

Ms. Jacque Sourkes
- In memory of Mrs. Luba Cates

Harold Dison
- In memory of Norma Dison

William & Mary Aronin
- In memory of Richard A. Bedard;
former RPL employee

Linda Gregory & Mark Federspiel
- In memory of Sandra Aderca

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rosener
- In memory of Sue Borgen

Sandy Tschida
- In memory of Tony Tschida, Sr.

Eric Rohren

Patricia Scott

Carol & Charles Smyrk

Jan Ulrich

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wheeler
Aileen Williams

Lucille Benson

Kerwin & Doris Englehart
Judith Martin

Edmund & Mary Ellen Patlan
Wayne & Mary Alice
Richardson
Cathy Thoen & Gould
Families
H Dakin & Sigrid Trimble
Wimbledon Hills
Townhomes of Rochester

Miss Minnesota

By Karen Lemke

After a year of serving as Miss
Minnesota US International,
Janstan is hanging up her crown. As
part of her royal duties, Janstan made
a number of special visits to Rochester

Public Library storytimes.

6 | LIBRARY Connections
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“My mom has always been an
advocate for reading, whether it's a
funny story with lots of pictures or
a thick book with many plot twists,”
explains Janstan.

Janstan says that her passion for
literacy continues, as reading always
leads her on “the next adventure.”

507.328.2300 *« www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org




Friends' Online
Sales on the Rise

Behind the scenes of the Friends is a
small group of people who sell books
online.

Pat Stephenson, Phyllis Hambright,
and Nan Frie check on-line vendors
to determine the value of donated
and library-discarded books. Based
on this search, books may be
packaged and sent to a vendor, sold
in the Friends' Bookstore, or boxed
for auditorium sales.

High-value books (over $10; some
as much as $200) are set aside for
Audrey Betcher, Kathy Cook, and
Al Dollerschell, who sell on Amazon
and eBay. Money raised from the
online sales benefit the Friends of
the Rochester Public Library.

Aside from donating books, the
Friends are always looking for
donations of packing materials and
boxes to ship books when they are
purchased online.

Phyllis Hambright is one of several
volunteers who sort through books
to determine the best place for them,
including books for online sales.
In 2017, over $32,000 was raised
through online sales alone.

Rochester Public Library ¢ 101 2nd Street SE, Rochester, MN

Friends’
Bookstore Hours:

Monday 10AM-7PM

Tuesday 10AM-4PM
Wednesday 10AM-7PM
Thursday 10AM-7PM

Friday 10AM-4PM

Saturday (school year) 10AM-4PM
Saturday (summer*) 10AM-1PM
Sunday (school year) 1:30-4:30PM

Sunday (summer#) closed

*Summer hours are from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

Friends'
Annual Meeting

g 4]
P ~ 3
= 4 - \".1 _

Library Director Audrey Betcher and

United Way Executive Director Jerome Ferson
discussed the local “Cradle to Career”
initiative at this year's Annual Friends Meeting.

Dozens of Friends attended the Annual Meeting, held
every January at the library.

DonationsTop
$215,000

11,199 items with

a value of $215,332
from the Friends of
the Rochester Public
Library for the library’'s collection
and mini-library project for 2017.

Friends

of the
Rochester Public

FRIENDS OF THE
ROCHESTER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

|

2018 ROCHESTERFEST BOOK SALE
Monday, Jun. 18, 5-7PM (Preview Sale)
Tuesday, Jun. 19, 9:30AM-7PM
Wednesday, Jun. 20, 9:30AM-7PM
Thursday, Jun. 21, 9:30AM-6PM

2018 AUTUMN BOOK SALE
Thursday, Oct. 11, 5-7PM (Preview Sale)

Friday, Oct. 12, 9:30AM-5PM
Saturday, Oct. 13, 9:30AM-5PM
Sunday, Oct. 14,1:30-4PM

2018 GIFT QUALITY
BOOK & BAKE SALE
Friday, Dec. 7, 11AM-5PM
Saturday, Dec 8, 9:30AM-4PM

2ND SATURDAY SALES

2nd Saturdays of the month
10AM-1PM, Library Foyer

LIBRARY Connections | 7



Rochester Public Library
101 2nd Street SE
Rochester, MN 55904

LIBRARY HOURS

Monday - Thursday
9:30AM - 9:00PM

Friday
9:30AM - 5:30PM

Saturday (school year)
9:30AM - 5:30PM

Sunday (school year)
1:30PM - 5:30PM

Saturday (summer)
9:30AM - 1:30PM

Sunday (summer)
CLOSED

507.328.2300
www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org

Audrey Betcher
Library Director
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Help Solve a

Mini-Library Mystery

By Karen Lemke

Mini-libraries are meant to allow for an
exchange of books, but when Susan
Waughtal checked on her own library,
she was surprised to find something else.

One day | went out to stock new books
in our mini-library (I make sure there are
always books about farm animals, the
natural environment and gardening -
my favorite themes) and when | opened
the door | was stunned to discover
tucked inside an amazing, hand-made
art-doll of my beloved milk cow LaFonda
(she had passed away a couple months
earlier.) The cow doll has jointed legs,
carved wood hooves, horns made from
deer antler tips, is felted to have the
same distinctive pattern of spots as my
cow, and even has a garland of flowers

around her head as LaFonda wore
for our annual cow puja celebration. |
cannot describe how touched | was to
discover this surprise in the mini-library.
Although | have inquired and searched
like crazy, the creator is still a baffling
mystery to me. - Susan Waughtal

Have any clues to solve this mystery?
Email us your story at
klemke@rochester.lib.mn.us.
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