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Rochester Reads 2007 Title
is Announced
Lies My Teacher Told Me

by James Loewen received the

greatest number of almost 900

votes cast. The author examines

twelve American History

textbooks in depth.  He takes

several topics such as Columbus’

arrival in America and the Civil

Rights Movement and gives

them broader context.  Loewen

argues that the fact-based

method of teaching history is

boring for students and inadequate for teaching the

drama and complexity of history.

Audrey Betcher, the Director of the Rochester

Public Library, endorsed the book;  “I found this

book to be thought-provoking and disturbing. 

Loewen challenged my long ago learned facts of

American history and made me examine how my

children are now being taught.  I believe the book

will generate great discussion on such topics as

understanding our history and improving public

education”.

The author, James Loewen will visit Rochester

on Monday, February 12th.  He will speak to school

students during the day and to a general audience at 7

pm at the John Marshall High School Auditorium. 

All are welcome and admission will be free thanks to

the generous co-sponsorship of

Yaggy Colby Associates and

McGough Construction.

The selected junior title is

Frindle by Andrew Clements, a

children's book that also focuses

on learning in school.  It is

about a boy whose persistence

results in a new word added to

the dictionary.  It is a fun book

to read as a family, and it will

make kids feel empowered! 

Jerry Casper, the director of the RCTC theater

department, is writing and presenting an original

play based on the book.  Performances will be at

the RCTC Hill Theater Friday and Saturday,

February 8th and 9th at 7 pm and Sunday,

February 11th at 2 pm.

The Friends donated extra copies of the titles

to check out from the Rochester Public Library,

and copies are available for purchase in the

Friends’ Bookstore and from Barnes and Noble

Booksellers. 

Rochester Reads seeks to encourage

community discussion, family reading, literacy,

understanding, and cross-community interaction

by promoting the reading of one book.  Everyone

is invited to read the books, and then discuss them 

and attend events in February 2007. �

Annual Meeting 2007
                  As the Friends settled down with

their tasty refreshments, Al

Dollerschell (Our retiring president)

opened the meeting, introduced the

members of the board and conducted

the legal business in a timely manner. 

Theresa Friedhoff was elected our

new President and Shirley Edmonson

our new Vice-President.  Sue

McMillan reported on the Friends’ Bookstore, Al

reported on other Friends Activities, Gail Harris

reported on volunteer activities and hours.  Chris

Colby thanked us on behalf of the Rochester

Public Library Board.

John Hunziker the

director of the History

Center of Olmsted County,

presented a photographic

review of downtown

Rochester churches that

have given way to Mayo

Clinic expansion, From

Pews to Patients.  John has

a talent for making history

relevant and involving the audience! �

Theresa Friedhoff

Al

Dollerschell
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Winter Calendar – 2007
(all events will take place in the Judith Taylor Auditorium unless otherwise noted)     (All Bookgroups                 

meet in Meeting Room A unless otherwise noted)      (® indicates advance registration needed)               

 (Call 285-8006 for more information unless otherwise noted)  (GGGG indicates a Rochester Reads event)
    

Thu Feb 8 Stories for Toddlers and Twos 8-10 am

GGGG Thu Feb 8 Book Discussion Group: Lies My Teacher
Told Me. Mtg Rm A at noon

Thu Feb 8 Winterfest Used Book sale.  Noon to 7 pm

GGGG Fri Feb 9, Sat Feb 10, Sun Feb 11 Frindle: An
Original Play written & directed by Jerry Casper at the
Hill Theater, University Center, 851 30th Ave SE at 7
pm on Fri & Sat, 2 pm on Sun.

GGGG Sat Feb 10 Costumed actors will portray Lesser
Known Heroes at the History Center, 1195 West
Circle Drive SW at 10 am

Sat Feb 10 Children’s author Selby Beeler 10:30 am

GGGG Sun Feb 11 Players from Minnesota History Center
will use costumes & props to teach about Harriet
Bishop, St. Paul’s first public school teacher. 2 pm

® Mon Feb 12 Sit, Stay, Read 6:30-7:30 pm

GGGG Mon Feb 12 Author James Loewen will visit John
Marshall Auditorium, 1510 14th St NW at 7 pm

Tue Feb 13 Bedtime Stories 6:30 pm

Tue Feb 13 Writing Group: Mtg Rm A 6:30 pm

Wed Feb 14 iFilms: A Simple Curve - Drama-
Comedy/Canadian 6 pm

Thu Feb 15 Stories for Toddlers and Twos 10 am

GGGG Thu Feb 15 Film & Discussion: Living Together: A
History of Prejudice in Olmsted County. 7 pm

Tue Feb 20 Bedtime Stories 6:30 pm

Thu Feb 22 Stories for Toddlers and Twos 10 am

Sun Feb 25 Yaggy Colby History Lecture Series 2:30 pm

® Mon Feb 26 Sit, Stay, Read 6:30-7:30 pm

Tue Feb 27 Seussical Story Time Celebration: Puppets,
stories & films keep Dr. Seuss alive.6:30 pm

Wed Feb 28 Writing Group Mtg Rm A 6:30 pm

Sat Mar 3 Hooray for Saturday Family Film: Winnie the
Pooh and a Day for Eeyore. 10:30 am

Sat Mar 10 Hooray for Saturday Special Storytelling
Program with Heidi Hoks 10:30 am

Tue Mar 13 Chi-Shu Writing Award Presentation &
Writing Group 6:30 pm in the Auditorium 

Wed Mar 14 iFilms: Madeinusa (Drama|Spain-Peru) 6 pm

Sat Mar 17 Hooray for Saturday Family Film: Dr. Seuss
on the Loose 10:30 am

Sun Mar 18 Coffeehouse Author Program: Susan
Meissner 2 pm

Tue Apr 3 Spring issue of the Friends’ Newsletter mailed.

Tue Jun 5 Summer issue of the Friends’ Newsletter
mailed.
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Friends of The Rochester Public Library

101 Second Street S.E.
Rochester, MN  55904-3776 (507)287-2627
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Newsletter Staff:

Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jenni Hulsizer
   (507) 288-3475 hulsizer@charter.net
Typesetting & Graphic Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jenni Hulsizer
Library Staff Liaison . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carrie Farrow
Friends President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Theresa Friedhoff
Circulation Manager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Francenia Wilson
Membership Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shirley Edmonson
  (507) 288-7553 shirld.edmonson@chartermi.net

This newsletter is published for members of the Friends of the
Rochester Public Library.  Your comments are appreciated.

News from the
Friends’ Board

As I turn
the gavel over
to our new president Theresa
Friedhoff, I wish to thank all of you
for your support the last two years

while I served as president. Whenever we asked
people to do something they always accepted the
challenge without complaint.  This kind of dedication
is what makes the Friends successful and able to
provide our public library with the support it needs. 
Over 13,500
hours were
provided by
volunteers in
2006.  Over 6500
of those hours
were spent in
operating the
bookstore and
the several sales
held during the
year.  It was a
thrill to watch

retiring bookstore manager Sue McMillan
present a check for $45,000 from
bookstore profits to the new RPL board
president Chris Colby. 

We accomplished all of this and I
think we still had fun.  Keep up the good
work and remember to ask a friend to be a

Friend. 

Al Dollerschell, Past President, Friends’ Board

Classes at the Library

® indicates that you must register for a class.  To
register call 285-8002 or stop at the Reference

Services Desk on the 2nd floor of the library or

register online at the library’s website under

events-events calendar.  Classes are held in

Meeting Room B.

® Wed Feb 14 Senior Techies (Email For
Beginners) 9:30 am

® Thu Feb 22 Introduction to eBay 7 pm

® Thu Mar 1 Using the Online Catalog  noon

® Wed Mar 7 Google and More 9:30 am �

Winterfest

Sale
We are overflowing with
books again from several
generous donations.  There
are many excellent used
books in the bookstore as
well as a backroom full of books which will be
available at the Winterfest Sale (Thursday,
February 8th, noon to 7 pm).  Come early (your
Friends membership will get you in a half hour
early), and come again, as we will continue to
stock the shelves and tables as items sell. 

Helen McIver

A Well Kept Secret!
                     If you will visit

http://www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/ ,
you will find that the site is easier
than ever to navigate and you will

have all sorts of fun exploring! 
Thanks to the library staff for the
revamping! �

A list of Friends
Have you ever wondered who else besides

yourself belongs to Friends of the Library?  This
edition of the Friends’ Newsletter has a list        
of current Friends tucked into it!  And if          
you notice friends who are not on the list,           
suggest to them that they join!  They               
will be supporting our library and be           
placed on the mailing list for this          
newsletter! �                         
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From the Director
Changes are a comin’…..

Part of the strategic planning
for 2007 has included
implementing merchandising
techniques.   Under the strategic issue
of “Access to RPL Services, Programs and
Collections”, we have a goal of providing adequate
facilities to provide needed library services.  Our
action plan for 2007 states:  Evaluate and
implement merchandising techniques to increase
access and appeal to the library’s collections.

So what does merchandising really mean in a
library?  One of our goals as librarians is to make
our collection accessible.  For many that means
that materials are in the right place, in the right
order, so that they can find the specific item they
are looking for on the shelf.  But for many who
come in to browse, all those books with the spines
facing out are unappealing (the publishers create
eye-catching covers for a reason!) and it is difficult
to find something that really interests them.  So we
asked ourselves, can we do both?

We have a merchandising team who has been
studying merchandising in libraries.  They attended
a training session at the Minnesota Library
Association conference last fall.  They read about
it.  They visited libraries in the Twin Cities to see
how they merchandise.  Then they worked very
hard to create a proposal to increase visibility of
the incredible resources we have at the Rochester
Public Library.   Some of the things you’ll see:  

C Better use of the library’s walls and end of
aisle end caps using slat wall and plexiglass
to display materials cover out 

C More gondolas and octagons to create
“market places” for displaying materials

C Moving computers to open spaces for the
market places

C Highlighting the best view in the library. 
The reference reading area will move to the
rotunda with the view overlooking the river.

Merchandising will be an on-going effort, but
you will begin to see major changes in mid-
February. 

Audrey Betcher, Rochester Public Library Director

Friends’Friends’Friends’Friends’

BookstoreBookstoreBookstoreBookstore News News News News

2006 was a banner year for the
Friends' Bookstore. We were able to
provide over $150,000 worth of
books (addition and replacement) to
the Library through donations.  In addition the
bookstore and special sales sold over $45,000 with
which they will continue to support numerous
programs and projects at the Library, including the
microfilm reader/printer and online databases. 
Many thanks to all the Friends who contribute their
time and energy; there were 8500 volunteer hours
this year!

We welcome a new
Bookstore Manager, Carol
Stucki who accepted the
challenge of replacing Sue
McMillan.  Carol grew up in
south Florida, spent 30 years
in Utah raising her family
and finally moved to
Rochester in 2003. Her
husband is a graphic designer
at Mayo.  Her two daughters

and two grandchildren have since moved to
Rochester as well.  Welcome!  Many many thanks to
Sue for all her wonderful work and effort - we are
glad you will still be here to support us!

Helen McIver, Bookstore Co-Manager

Holiday Book & Bake Sale

The annual Holiday Book and Bake sale
was fun and rewarding, with over $1800 worth
of gift-quality books and baked items sold. 
Turnout was very good, with a big rush when
the doors opened.

There were lots of beautiful, slightly used
books donated this year and people enjoyed

shopping for these gift items.  Friends bakers
donated cookies and candies that were snatched up
in the first hour of the sale.

Thanks go out to all who helped—those who
priced the books, those who helped set up, those
who were there the day of the sale, the bakers and
the piano player!  It was a great way to start
December.

Karen Krueger

Carol & Sue



List of Friends of the Rochester Public Library as of January 1, 2007
Jarrett Abenstein

Anna Abramishvili

Tom Adams family

Maria Adamson

Roseann Agriesti

Nicholas Akogyeram

George Allen

Hameed Ali

Abdirizak Ali Noor

Ken & Nancy Allsen

Joseph Alme family
Dave Anderson family

Denny Anderson

Donna Anderson

Emily C. Anderson

Kevin Anderson

Mary J. Anderson

Sarah Anderson

Dimitra Andreadaki

Daud Arte

Kay Aune

Michael Austin

Esther Babady

Muhammad Babur

Marion Bagne

Matt Bains

Jerry Balm

Andrew Banitt

Mary Barrett

Val Battenburg

Elaine Bay

Helen Beahrs

Robert Beery

Robert Befort

Thomas Behrenbeck

Paul & Joan Benjamin

Patrick Berg

Milford L. Berhous

Dulcie Berkman

Dan Berndt

Marjorie Berryman

Audrey Betcher

Niruben Bhatia

Prerana Bhatia

Angie Bidinger

Alicia Bigelow
Olivia Haines Blackburn

Marjorie Block

Jes Blondell

Christina Blum

Sister Mariana Boltz

Michelle Bonapace

Diane Borg

Arlouene Bothun

Richard Boyd

Frank Braithwaite
Anthony Bridwell family

Cait Brobst

Carrianne Brobst

John Brockman

Gil Brown

Dr Larry R Brown

Kenneth Brown

Bill & Ann Bruins

Chris Brumbaugh

Kim Bryan

Jay & Joann Bunke

Brittany Burnham

Steven Burweiler

Jane Callahan

John Callahan family
David Campbell family

Malcom Campbell

Marilyn Campbell

Laura Chan

Eura Chang

Meibo Chen

Xiu Chen

Ying Chen
Steven Christopherson

family

Jessica Christy

Seung-Yeon Chung

Jane Clark

Judy Clayton

Roberta Cockrell

Hanna Cody

Tom Coffee

Kristi Colbenson

Chris Colby

Merrill Cole

Robert Collen

Jack Colquhoun

Thomas Colson

Brian and Kathy Cook

Hannibal Cook

Richard Cooper

Allene Coty

Sladjana Cvijetinovi

Jasper Daube family

John Davenport

Jacob Davidson

Norma Davidson

Wm, Davidson family

Thurston Davini

Kathy Davis

Jean Davison

Don de Keyrel

Robert Debus

Jose Delacruz

Randy Demmer

Shraddha Deorukhkar

Emilie Deschamps

Chris DeStefano

Evelyn Devine

Akol Dhieu

Sukhpal Dhillon

Marissa Dicecco

Suzanne Dinussen

Eleith Doane

Mike Doerre

Allen L. Dollerschell

Amrik Donkena

Pat Donovan

Darlene Draeger
William Dunnette family

Ann Easley

Mary Lynne Eckhart

Chinwe Edeani

Shirley Edmonson

Kim Edson

Pamela Eidem

Alice B. Einck

Jermaine Elliott
Kerwin Engelhart family

Herb Ericson

Deborah Ernster

Kevin Ewert

Hayat & Imaan Ezzat

Anna M. Fagerlie

Gena Fail

Ann Farnell

Carrie Farrow

Glen Hope Farrow

Tom Ferguson

Jessie Finch

Robert Fiss

Matthew Fitterer

Eugene Flaumenhaft

Bernard Forscher

Maria Frank

David Freedman

Nan Frie
Robert Friedhoff Family

James Fulton

Muriel Gag
Russ Gangestad family

Maria Garcia

Anthony Garris

Pat & Cliff Gastineau

Carol Gavin

Simret Araya

Gebrehiwot

Richard Geier family

Melinda Gelfman

Nasva Giama

Adja Gildersleve

Delores Gillen

James Gillespie

Marjorie J. Ginn

Mary Glenski

Jim Godsey

Bryan Graves

Jerad Green

Pat & Bob Gregerson

Jessica Grewe

Ann Griese

Jonathan Grobe

Christine Gronseth

Jeanne Haben

Netsanet Habtu

Robert Haeussinger

Mikaela Hagen

Dick & Majel Hall
Mark Halverson-Wente

Alix Hansen

Jeanette Hansen

Carrie Harney

Gail & Sarah Harris
Ed Haskell Naomi

Lipsky

Deeko Hassan

Nasir Hassan

Connie Havens
Frank Hawthorne

Family

Ryan Heckendorf
Richard Hedger family

Lorraine Heenan

Glenn Heins family

Diane Hellie

Kiyama Henderson

Joe Hennessey

Nicholas Hennessey

Phillip Henoch

Char & Norm Hepper

Ethel B. Herrick

Renee Hettinger

Hoang Eric Hguyen

Carolyn Heyne

Brenda Hilburn

Russell Hird

Tyler Hoecker

Michael Hollaren

Wayne Howe

Paul & Lois Hruska

Mai Hu

Megan Hudson

John Hulsizer family

Clair Hunt

Larry Hunter

John Hunziker

Farhan Hussein

Annette Hutchinson

Massad Ihab

Laura Imming

Flora W. Ingalls

Carole Ingham

Frank Iossi

Jo Irons 

Brady Iverson

John & Janice Iverson

Phyllis Jacobs

Charles Jacobson

Gail Jambois

Abimnal James

Darrel Joel family

Becca Johnson

Bethany Johnson

Paul Johnson

Curt Johnson

Gail Jones

David & Carole Joyce

Roxanne Kalenborn

Mary Jo Kannenberg

Janice Karlson

Philip Karsell

Candace Kash

Ashwinder Kaur

Parmpreet Kaur

Sarah Keller

Dan & Mary Jo Kelly

Michael Kelmbach

Betty Kennel

Harmony Kennis

Steve Kereakos family

Matt Kinczel

Gene Kivi

Elizabeth Kiscaden

Sherry Klema

LaVerne Knappe

Clinton Koelsch

Dick Kratz

Jerry Kratz

Mark Kriske-Hill

Karen Krueger

Stephanie Kub

Brad Kuntz

Rose Laabs

Helen Laack

Glenn & Claire

Laedtke

Bob Lahtinen

Yvonne Landgren

Leroy Larson

Alexandra Lebedko



Zachary Ledo

Tom Lemke

Gary Lenfesty

Mary & Robert

Leppala

Paul Letendre

Brian & Dawn Lind

Naomi Lipsky

Kun Liu

William Lower

Monza Lui

Kay Luinstra

Mary Lynch

Ron Machacek

Patricia Macleod

Barbara Madsen

Anida Magaya

Morgan Maiers

Michalene Mangan

Ruth Mangan

Matthew Markland

family

Alli Martin

Jan Martin

Stephanie Martin

Alexander Massaro

Richard & Nancy

Massaro

Emily Maus

Viola May

Sam McCauley

Kathleen McCoy

Marlys McCoy

Karen McCubbin

Jean McDowall

Sally Ann McGovern

Dirk & Cara McGrane

Helen Whitney

McIver

Steven McMaster

Mark McMillan

family

Mike McNeil

Allison Meade

Bill Medlyn

Nathan Meer

Marge Mehring

Jane & Lisa Mervosh

Nikola Mesinkovski

Janet Meyer

Robert Michael

Jean Michaels

Carol Mikesh

Robert Miles family

Catherine R. Miller

Lawny & Janis Miller

Xin Ming

Ellen Moetsch

Jorge Morales

Mariana Morales

Kay Morcomb

Jim Morton

Eric Mortenson

Karen Moxness

Sundus Mohamed

Surani Mullegama

Erin Mulliner

Stephanie Mullins

Suzanne Mulvey

Addie Muri

Cindy Nash

Elaine Naylor

Avinash Nehra

Alyce Nelson

David Nelson

Hank Nelson family

Sandra Nelson

Mark Neville

Marjorie Newcomer

Ellen Newkirk

Khoa Nguyen

David Nichols Family

Stephanie Nickel

Sylvie Nickel

Florence Nickum

Beth Nienow

Sonya Nightingale

John & Alene Noonan

Bob Nowicki

Amaria Najem

O’Leary

Shanna O’Leary

Patrick Oliver

Ali Noor

Jim Olson

Jane Oman

Margaret Osmundson

Megan Ostrem

Bill Otto

Ashok Patel

Lacey Patzer

Patricia Paulson

Nicole Pearson

Joyce Pelnar

Elizabeth Peschges

Mary, Sirian & Jon

Peterson

Tim Peterson

Sister Tressa Piper

Maureen Plitzuweit

Roger Plunkett family

Steve Plunkett

Barbara L. Porter

Mona Price

Donnna Pycha

Ashley Rackhan

Jim Rase

Marv Ramsey family

Ken Reding

Alexis Reid

Bev Reid

Melisa Reimer

Sue Reinke

David Reisner

Brenda Rew

Piyanuch Richard

Ashley Richardson

Joe Rico

Cynthia Riley

Elizabeth Ritman

Omoleye Roberts

Rosebud Roberts

Scott Roepke

Petrea Roesler

Robert & Shirley

Rossi

Ed Rowley

Lisa Roy

John Rubin

Darlene A. Rucker

Kim & Elyse Russell

Lillian Russell

Michael K. Russell

Sulynn Russell

Matt Ruzek

Barb Sack
Ebrahim Sadek Family

Sadumo

Audrey Saling

Kate Saling

Rita Salmon

Rachel Saltness

Cecily Sample

Bob Sande

Vera Sapochnikova

Margaret Schafer

Cindee Schimelpfenig

Annie Schmidt

Elaine Schmidt

Stephanie Schmidt

Bill Schneider

Derek Schoeberl

Donald Scholz family

Kathryn Schreck

Rachel Schroeder

Carrie Schweyen

David Scott

Sunanda Sengupta

Alan Sessler

Marilyn Sheehan

Robert Sheehan

David Shephard

Thomas Sherman

Will Sherman

Ishpreet Singh

David E. Shively
Lynn Simonson family

Mike Siverling

Robert Sixta

Janeal Smith

Kathleen M. Smith

Carol Smyrk

Al Southwick

Zanti Squillace

Rebecca Splittstoeser 

Marie Stafford

Carolyn & Tony

Stanson

Martha Steffen

Marj Steinbauer

Jeff & Pat

Stephenson

Shirley Stevenson

Mona Stevermer

Bix Stewart

Terrence & Donna

Stewart

Jerry Stoflet

Danielle Stoesz

Lisa Storey

Jenifer Strehlo

Johnathan Streiff

Mary Margaret Streit

Jody Strike

Carol Stucki

Abel Subia

Donna Sundry
Harry Swedlund family

Joanne Swenson

Devon Sykes family

Joyce Talen

Judith and Bill Taylor

Maynard Teigen

Kyle Teske

Daniah Thompson

Daniela Thompson

Elli Thoni

Alexander Thornton

Mickey Tibbits

Mike Touchia

Olivia Tran

Pauline Utzinger
Emily Van der Heyden

Tina Van Hilst

Tommy Van Norman

Caterina Vanhouten

Don & Charlotte

Vikse
Bunpeng Vongkaenchan

Lauren Votava

Darlene Vowels

Martha Voytovich

John & Pat Wade

Paul Walding

Gary Wallin

Adolf & Helen Walser

Michon Walsh

Pat & Ed Walsh

Meghan Walter

Annah Walters

Linda Warden

George Waters

Roy Watson

Elaine Wellvang

Audrey Wendland

Charles Wenner

Robert Wenner

Joyce Wenz

Amy Werner

Deborah Westerland

Josephine Westover

Trevor Westrom

Craig Whetten

Jean Wiersgalla

Francenia E. Wilson

Marie Wilson

Doug Wiltsie

Twila Winter

Peg Winters

Amber Wohlers

Matt Wohlers family

Tyler Wolf

Diane Wottreng

Alan Wussow

Ruthann Yaeger

Lixin Yan

Sopha You

Michael Zaiken

Xin Zhang

Adam Zumbrunnen

              
�

Please invite your

friends to become

Friends of the

Rochester Public

Library!


