
With many library users saying they prefer visiting on the weekends, Rochester 
Public Library (RPL) leaders plan to keep the current 7-day schedule. 

Library Director Karen Lemke says the daily schedule implemented in June of 
2021 appears to be successful. “When we started opening back up last year, we 
intentionally chose days that we thought would be more accessible. We theorized 
that being open every day of the week might remove barriers to access, especially 
with free parking available on the weekends.” 

A recent survey confirms that hypothesis, with half of respondents indicating that 
Saturdays and Sundays are the most convenient days to visit.  34% of survey 
respondents said Saturday is the easiest day of the week to visit RPL, and 16% 
indicating Sunday as the easiest day of the week. 

Prior to the pandemic, RPL’s summer schedule changed based upon the school 
calendar, with Saturdays limited to just four open hours of service and Sunday 
closures. The current schedule is consistent, making it more customer friendly. 
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Lemke says ideally the hours will become 
permanent, but it’s unclear if funding will be 
available to cover Sunday premium pay. 

“Over the last year, there has been little to 
no programming offered on Sundays due 
to COVID concerns,” explains Lemke. “We’re 
hoping to have a more ‘typical’ series of 
Sundays later this year so we can assess our 
staffing levels and determine potential costs 
related to staying open longer on Sundays.” 

The move to offering longer Sunday hours 
is unique. While other Minnesota libraries 
are open on the weekends, few, if any, are 
open a full eight hours on Sundays. 

Aside from conducting a survey, RPL staff 
also reviewed usage patterns during 
October 2021 and partnered with the 
Diversity Council to host a focus group 
and interviews with individuals from often 
under-represented communities. Both 
the study findings and usage patterns 
support keeping the library open seven 
days a week. The busiest day for the library 
throughout the month of October 2021 was 
Saturday, with the highest concentration of 
visitors in the mornings.  

"I love that the library is open 
more hours per day, and later — 

especially on Fri/Sat/Sun. 
The hours it was closed before 

were often the exact ones I 
wanted to visit during :)  

The new schedule is great!"
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Monday, June 20  |  5-7PM  (Members Only Preview)

Tuesday, June 21  |  10AM-7PM
Wednesday, June 22  |  10AM-7PM
Thursday, June 23  |  10AM-6PM
Memberships can be renewed or purchased at the door. 
www.rplmn.org/friends

SAVE THE DATE

Friends' Rochesterfest Book Sale

"Seven-Day Schedule Here to Stay (for now)"  
continued from page 1.
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Thank you so much for all you’ve done to make our library stronger with 
your gifts through our Library Foundation. Last year, we were able to fund 
an awning for the bookmobile to keep staff, patrons, and materials out of 
the elements. We were also able to purchase 25 new Wi-Fi enabled laptops 
that anyone can checkout at RPL. There is already a waitlist which proves 
the great need for this resource in our community. We were able to help the library purchase a new scanning 
station that translates 100 languages, as well as books, materials and more!!

Many of you attended our second successful virtual Wit, Wisdom & Wine this January, enjoying foods and 
wines in your home, curated by People’s Food Co-op, Chef Eman, and MasterChef Season 10 celebrity chef, 
Shari Mukherjee, as well as sessions from many wonderful speakers. We hope to be back in person at the 
Library, January 28, 2023!!

We also appreciate your participation bidding during our second annual 
online Holiday Auction. This event gets more successful each year, so please 
look to donate items or bid again this November! 

You can support us in July by rounding up when shopping at People’s’ Food 
Co-op or by making purchases at Charter House’s Sidewalk Sale - which will 
run for the first time in three years at the old K-Mart in Rochester.

We are so grateful for your dedication throughout these last few unpredictable 
years. Because of your support, we are helping neighbors in our area make 
their lives better.

We can’t say thank you enough!

Letter from the 
Foundation Director

Brenda Kardock 
Rochester Public Library  
Foundation, Executive Director
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Donors from November 16, 2021 
through March 31, 2022

Heather Acerro
Lianne Adamson-Riebow
ADK Sorority-Delta Chapter
Susan Ahlquist
Ms. Angela A. Allers
Altra Federal Credit Union 
Corporate
Dan & Ginny Amundson
Nancy J. Anderson
Antinea Ascione
Associated Bank
Elizabeth J. Atkinson
Sandra Atkinson
Raymond & Judy Auger
Dr. & Mrs. Greg Aughenbaugh
Mark & Lucy Bahn
Dave & Maureen Bahr
Casey & Jessica Balcom
Bank of America Foundation
Stephanie Barsness
Barbara North Beck
Mr. Chris Beckman
Bob & Phyllis Beery
Louis & Janet Behrens
Jeanette Bergler
Phyllis & Tony Berman
Audrey Betcher
Madelyn Betcher
Gladys Binette
Jane F. Bisel
Irene Blohm
Gary & Sue Bolin
Jeffrey & Emily Bond
Jeannette Borgen
Drs. Michael Bostwick & 
Constance Williams
Lee & Ann Brauckmuller
Paula Braun
Wayne & Paula Britson
Randy & Julie Brock
Nancy Brubaker
Mahlon & Marilyn Burbank
Shelley Burkhardt
Samuel Butterfass

Paul Bye
Ron & Sally Bymers
Byron Pet Clinic
Michael & Jane 
Cabaya
Beth Cage

Mrs. Jane Callahan
Patricia J. Calvert
Laura Camp
Bianmei Cao & Wenxiu Ma
Paul & Margaret Carpenter
Robert & Sarah Cima
William & Marcia Cochran
Shirley Colson
Hilarie Conboy
Ms. Chris Cross
Jerry & Toni Cunningham
Susan Dahmus
Eugene & Sandra  Dankbar
Barbara & David Daugherty
Catherine Davis
Lynn De Vault
Adam Dickinson & Sarah Stille
John & Diane Dockerty
Elizabeth DuBord
Dana & Nancy Duffield
Bill Duncan
Joel & Sandra Dunnette
Jodi & Dave Edmonson
John Edwards
David & Vicki Erickson
Emma Erickson
Noel & Gwen Fallarme
Linda Gregory & Mark 
Federspiel
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Field
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Finnesgard
Ms. Carol Fitzgerald
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Frerker
Barbara & David Frogner
Ognjen & Vladana Gajic
Kim Gierach
Nancy J. Gilliland
Meg Glen
Grace Glover
Phyllis & Sherwin Goldman
Sue Greenberg
Michael & Ann Griese
Tom & Anne Marie Griffin
Grinde & Dicke Law Firm P.A.

Bob & Cindy Groettum
Gwaltney Group of RE/MAX 
Results
Wanda Hagquist
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hall
Jane Hallman
Alan & Jolene Hansen
Don & Jean Hanson
Karl & Barbara Hanson
Mary & Mike Harper
Keith & Carol Hartley
Mr. & Mrs. Ray R. Hartley
Vic & Barb Hartman
Sharonne Hayes
Lynne Hemann
Justine Herndon
HGA Architects & Engineers
Gretchen Hill
Mr. & Mrs. John Hill
Tim & Kristen Hobday
Hope Hollasch
Barb Huus
Randall Edeker
IBM Corporation
Laura Inman
Phyllis Jacobs
Jim & Jean Jahn
Ronald & Patricia Johnson
Anna Jorgensen
Brenda Kardock
Elaine Kardock
Philip & Catherine Karsell
Mary Jo Kasten
Erik & Tara Kaufman
Patrick & Lori Keane
Kimberly Keilholtz
Lois Ruth Kennel
Joy Keyworth
KIMT News
Earl & Diane Kinneberg
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Kitslaar
Diane Klein
Knutson Construction Services
Tomoko Kokmen
Dr. & Mrs. Robert A. Kyle
Larry Laber
Beth Lamsam
Nissa Lane
Inez Langhus

Ms. Alice Laudon
Gail Laxen
Scott & Karen Lemke
Lynn Lenz
Ed & Joan Leof
Tina Liebling & Mark Liebow
Kris & Mark Litzow
Mr. Joseph Lobl
Robert & Sandra Lorenz
John & Carolyn Loutzenhiser
M. William & Julie Lower
Mary Luhman-Johnson
Donna Lun
Erik & Myrna Lundquist
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Maercklein
Megan Magnuson
Shelley Mahannah
Randolph & Catherine Marks
Dieter & Laura Matern
Stanley & Amy Mayer
MBT Bank
Martha McClees
Ms. Carolyn McDonald
Jean McDowall
Ms. Barbara McLeod
James & Kathleen McMullin
Curtis & Mary Meier
Dr. Ed Creagan & Peggy 
Menzel
Joe & Arleeta Messick
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Meyer
Robert & Ruth Ann Miles
Jillanne Millard
Jeff Moffit
Myron & Ruth Ann Morgan
Steve & Tammi Mosing
Richard Moulton & Kristi Frost
Jean Murphy
Sri & Lathika Nair
National Fleet Graphics
Alissa Naymark
Al & Marj Newcomer
Ann Nicometo
James & Kay Nieling
Beth M. Nienow
Mr. Joseph Nix
Kim Norton & Randy Stone
Carol O'Connor
Tom & Lori Oftedahl
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Philip & Joanne Swenson
Glenn & Ella Vanlaningham
Sandra Weissler
 
 

Kimberly Edson &  
Angela Joyce
Alan & Judy Hoffman
Bob & Phyllis Beery

In Honor of Audrey Betcher

Jean Ogden
Patrick & Amaria O'Leary
Mark & Jeanne Olson
Keri Ostby
Erin Pagel
Sheri Lu Pappas
Sung Jo & Eunah Park
Debbie Pearson
People's Food Cooperative
Kristi Peterson
Randy Peterson
Loran & Judith Pilling
Kurt & Phyllis Pinnow
Deb Pladsen
Diane & Dean Pollock
Joyce Probst
Brian & Anne Purrington
William & Renee Putnam
Sheila Rainey & Rick Chapman
Mr. Michael A. Reed
William M. Reilly
Wayne & Mary Alice 
Richardson
Dale & Barb Richter
Mr. & Mrs. Merlin Ricklefs
Thom & Katie Rieck
Craig Robbins

Rochester Home Infusion
Rochester Women Magazine
Robert & Cheryl Roediger
Dick & Joanne Rosener
Janelle Rosin
Kendall Salter & Kayleen 
Asmjus
Dean Sanner
Connie Scheid
Thomas Schink
Andrea M. Schmidt
Mary & Bill Schmidt
Freda Schneider
Melissa Schneider
Malea & Chad Schroeder
Connie & David Schuelka
Ken & Lousette Schultz
Ms. Diane Sedivy
Michael & Marilyn Sheehan
Mrs. JoAnn M. Sheldon
Michael & Susan Shepard
John Shonyo
Angela Smith
Ms. Jane Smith
Joan Smith
SNG Research Corporation
Ronnie Sokotoff

Jennifer St. Sauver
Dawn Stachowitz
Marti & Denny Steffen
David Steinbauer
Mark & Julie Stevens
Elizabeth Stewart
Walter & Dorothy Stobaugh
Bonita K. Strei
Nobu & Beth Suginaka
Fred & Mary Suhler
Barb & Dick Sulack
MaKayla Swanson
Steven & Diane Swanson
David & Barbara Swart
Michael Swart
Kristin Swenson
Philip & Joanne Swenson
Cynthia Swessel-Hofer
Rodney & Janis Tanner
Darcy Tello
Scott Thompson
Ms. Georgia Toogood
Fred & Ramona Trachsel
Argene & Marilyn Treder
Sally Trippel
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Van Dellen

Fay Van Vliet
Alyssa Vinkemeier
Erik & Dee Voldal
Grant Volkman
Martin & Sophia Walsh
Jennifer Walter
Tim & Amy Ward
Lindsay Warner
Carol Wells
Wendland Utz, Attorneys at 
Law
Jeffrey & Nancy Werning
Emily Wessing
Barbara Westmoreland
Phil & Sue Wheeler
Samantha Whipple
Harlan & Earlene Wickre
Wightman-Brock Real Estate
Dr. Constance I. Williams
Dorothy Willkomm
Joel & Genevieve Woodard
Virginia Wright-Peterson
Christine Wyatt
J. Herman & Marilyn Yates
Christine Yoon
Gordon Young
Robert Young

Donors from November 16, 2021  
through March 31, 2022 continued

In Appreciation In Honor
Ms. Huey Wang 
	 in appreciation of all  
	 dedicated RPL staff
Dr. Gail Gamble 
	 in appreciation of  
	 Audrey Nelson M.D.
Leon & Linda Gregg 
	 in appreciation of  
	 Bookmobile Staff
Sylwia Bujak 
	 in appreciation of  
	 Brenda Kardock
Douglas & Linda Hillenbrand 
	 in appreciation of  
	 Library Teammates
Susanne Todd Daood 
	 in appreciation of my  
	 book club

Sara Patalita 
	 in appreciation of  
	 Reference printing and  
	 computer help!
Laurel Kniskern 
	 in appreciation of RPL 
 
Dr. Ed Creagan &  
Peggy Menzel 
	 in appreciation of the  
	 library staff
Jane & Mary Campion 
	 in appreciation of the  
	 staff at RPL
Brenda Kardock 
	 in appreciation of  
	 Wit Volunteers

Shyamala Bhat &  
Yogish Kudva 
	 in honor of Dr. Malini R.  
	 Kamath
Judith Wasser 
	 in honor of Janice Ulrich
William & Heidi Oehler 
	 in honor of Jean Marvin
Franklin & Linda Iossi 
	 in honor of Louise Moe
Barbara Flasch 
	 in honor of  
	 LuAnn Betcher
Rebecca Pierce 
	 in honor of my reading  
	 friends: Susanne, Pam,  
	 Jan & Cathy
Moses & Emily Margritt 
Rodriguez 
	 in honor of our  
	 grandchildren

Tana Elias 
	 in honor of  
	 Patricia Calvert 
Kimberly Edson &  
Angela Joyce 
	 in honor of RPL Staff
Julie & Jim Gilkinson 
	 in honor of The Birthdays  
	 of Linda & Bill Thompson  
	 (avid readers)
Thomas Saunders 
	 in honor of 
	 Theo Saunders
Gwen Riggin 
	 in honor of Wayne  
	 & Mary Alice Richardson
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Allison serves as a Social Worker at the library.

This special partnership with Family Service 
Rochester is supported by a Rochester Area 
Foundation Better Communities Grant and  
the Rochester Public Library Foundation.

To learn more about all of our wellness services, 
including Social Worker Services, visit  
rplmn.org/wellness

Meet Allison!

Donors from November 16, 2021  
through March 31, 2022 continued

In Memory

Autry & Elizabeth Williams 
	 in memory of 
	 Antonio Ratliff
Kathleen Walter 
	 in memory of 
	 Barb Madsen
Stanley & Kathryn Tordsen 
	 in memory of  
	 Eileen M. Johnson
Carl Most 
	 in memory of  
	 Frieda Mahr Most
Monica Van Kirk	
	 in memory of  
	 Jeff Van Kirk
Kevin Praska 
	 in memory of  
	 Jerome Praska
 

 
 
 
Doralee Dubin 
	 in memory of  
	 Jerry Dubin
Jane Lindsey 
	 in memory of  
	 John Plansky
Sylvia Roba 
	 in memory of  
	 Marie Wynn Miller
Eleanor Hodgson 
	 in memory of  
	 Marion Keith
Ronald Jensen 
	 in memory of  
	 Marlene Jensen
Ms. Margaret Dalen 
	 in memory of Merle Dalen
 
 

Daniel Eckberg 
	 in memory of  
	 Pat & John Wade
Tim & Susan McMillan 
	 in memory of Pat Wade
Marilyn Campbell & 
Gerald Haas 
	 in memory of Pat Wade
Jim Mahlberg 
	 in memory of Patricia  
	 Ladyne Wade
Lois Hruska 
	 in memory of  
	 Paul J. Hruska
Ms. Ione Schloegel 
	 in memory of Peter Berg
Ms. Barbara Henoch 
	 in memory of Phil Henoch
 
 
 

Mary Aronin 
	 in memory of 
	 Richard A. Bedard
Mary Dunlap 
	 in memory of  
	 Robert & Jane Dunlap
Sandy Tschida 
	 in memory of  
	 Tony Tschida, Sr.

Michael & Nancy Plute
Duane Haugen
Margaret Pennings
Deborah Martell
Karen & Frank Marano

In Memory  
of Cheryle 

Haugen

June 4 - August 28
rplmn.org/playlist

This year’s all ages adventure & reading  
program officially starts Saturday, June 4.  

Participants can find Summer Playlist 
activity logs through August 28 at the Library, 

Bookmobile, BookBike, or on the Library website. 
Those who complete this year’s program will 
receive a teal Summer Playlist bookbag and  

have an opportunity to share their completed 
logs in a community art display and in a  

printed 2022 Summer Playlist book.  
 

rplmn.org/playlist
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The Winterfest Book Sale was 
a resounding success!  The 
Friends of the Library made 
$7000 in the March sale which 
covers Friends' contributions to 
Youth Services Programming 
throughout the year!  Our next 
sale will be in June.  We hope 
to raise enough money to fund 
our contributions to the Seed 
Library and the “Read with Me” 
book bags for babies program.

Your donations to the library get used 
in many ways!
Some items that aren’t suitable for library use 
or in Friends’ sales are perfect candidates for 
the Operation Paperback program, which sends 
gently-used books to American troops,  
veterans, and their families.

While the COVID-19 pandemic continued to impact the operations of the 
library and the Friends throughout 2021, there was a gradual improvement 
in the Friends operations starting in the second half of the year.

•	 Friends were able to fund $11,851 worth of library programming and materials. 

•	The Bookstore gave the library a $25,000 block grant.

•	Over 3,400 donated items were added to the library collection or used to 
support the Neighbors Read program, with a value totaling almost $60,000.

•	Friends also continued to support other community organizations, even 
throughout the pandemic.  The “Read with Me” book bags for babies 
program continues to be funded by Friends.  Donated materials were 
forwarded to the Day Center; mini libraries; schools in Rochester, Chatfield, 
Stewartville; Hometown Heroes; and Operation Paperback for Soldiers, 
among others.

Looking forward to 2022
•	 The Friends Board has elected new officers.  

•	 We are always looking for new bookstore volunteers and new board 
members. Please contact the library volunteer coordinator, Marilyn 
Campbell at 507-328-2341. 

•	 Friends are again accepting donations of gently used books; CDs, DVDs, even 
VHS tapes; and puzzles and games (complete sets, no missing pieces).  Drop 
off donations during library hours in the bin near the Bookstore entrance or 
in the bins outside the library garage door on 1st Ave.

 Val Kaliszewski, Friends' President

Winterfest 
Book Sale

Operation Paperback

Friends Recap 2021, 
Look Ahead to 2022

Friends' 
Book Store Hours

Monday - Thursday 
11AM-6PM
Saturday 

11AM-2PM

New inventory daily!
Watch our Facebook page 

for pop-up sales and 
other great deals!

www.facebook.com/ 
FriendRochPubLibrary

"I just wanted to let you know that I have received your 
package safely. I really appreciate it and look forward to 

reading what you sent! You're all very great and generous 
people for doing what you do. It really makes a positive 

impact on the soldiers out on deployment.
With gratitude,

Vincent M. Torres 
SGT, S3 CUOPS

C CO. 319TH ESB
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Head outside and meet RPL at the park this summer! 

For the first time since 2019, the BookBike and ArtCart will be out in 
local parks every week this summer June 6 through September 1. 
According to Heather Acerro, Head of Youth Services, the visits 
are part of a partnership with Rochester Parks and Recreation. 
In addition to offering materials checkout and art projects, this 
year’s schedule will include storytime and outdoor game events. 
The BookBike & ArtCart will visit Soldier’s Field, Riverside Central 
Elementary School, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Park, Silver Lake 
Park, and Slatterly Park each week. 

RPL is also planning to host kids’ activities at the Gage Elementary 
School and Nachreiner Park Bookmobile stops on Fridays June 10 
through September 2. 

Youth Services will be at Quarry Hill Nature Center this year with 
storytimes in the pavilion at 10AM on Saturdays June 18, July 23, and 
August 20. 

Please note outdoor activities will be canceled in the event of inclement weather.  
To see the current schedule of activities for kids, visit our online calendar at rplmn.org/events. 

Summer Activities for Kids 
Head Outdoors This Summer 


