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Library Construction: In This Issue
Time for a New Roof Update from

A dry library is a happy library. As you may - the Director
know, the Rochester Public Library hasn't . Page 3

always been dry. With random leaks in the '
roof, it was finally time to take the steps
needed to keep the library dry moving
forward. Since construction of the facility in
1995, the roof has only had small updates
completed over the years. However, the
library’s roof was clearly beyond its life,
and will now be replaced to seal up any
weather-related problems and contribute
to the energy efficiency of the building.

4 Friends
Support Various
Programs

This two-month project began on August 15, when Merit Construction rolled Sneak Peek:
up with a larger-than-life vacuum system, crane, and scaffolding. To begin RPL BookBox
the process, all the rocks covering the library’s roof — which had been used to Back Cover
hold down the multiple layers that make up the seal on the roof — had to be

removed through a large vacuum. With the loss of the rock weight on the roof,

“Time for a New Roof" continued on page 2.
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"Time for a New Roof" continued from cover.

Merit hoisted used tires to take their place and spread them
across the top of the building. Library Director Karen Lemke
shared that, “We're grateful for this important work, knowing it
will protect one of the city’s most-visited assets.”

The library has been a bit noisy at times during this work so
please be aware of your surroundings when walking in and out
of the building. However, the library continues to be available
as normal. To help ease the loss of parking out front, disability
parking has been added around the corner on Ist Ave SE
and we've moved our bike racks as well. If you want to watch
the construction process or have questions, be sure to visit
www.rplmn.org/roof or follow us on social media.

MEET LIBBY

BROWSE AND CHECK OUT
EBOOKS AND AUDIOBOOKS

The OverDrive app has now been replaced with

OverDrive's hew app - Libby. Be sure to update :

your device with the latest reading and listening ~ Pownload Libby

app today to continue to access the same great iU A A
Google Play store.

content you know and love. We are happy to

answer questions about this service!
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In my first six months as
director at Rochester Public
Library (RPL), it's only fitting
that we, as an organization,
are also  experiencing
several other “firsts.”

This was our first full
summer of the current 7
day a week schedule with
all-day Sunday hours. The
move to offer additional hours on the weekends, and
on Sundays in particular, was supported
by community members’ feedback
about their preferred times to use the

“| love that the

Update from the Director

Later this year we will also be launching our first-ever
BookBox, a library vending machine that will offer free
access to books, CDs, and DVDs for all library card
holders. The box will reside inside City of Rochester
Fire Station #4 (1875 41st Street NW).

We are also celebrating a community-led initiative
to provide Community IDs. Community members
first approached the library board in 2020, and the
Rochester City Council approved an ordinance
to operate a community ID program in August of
this year. These identification cards will require the
same documentation used to obtain
a library card (and will even work as a
library card?).

dovynt.own library. An .overwhelming library is open These “firsts” will have a lasting impact
majority of respondents in a 2021 Hours on our community. | am grateful for
Survey indicated that weekend hours  IMoOre hOUI‘S... the talented teammates, volunteers,
are preferred over other days of the . and librar

. y supporters who have
week. Fifty percent of respondents chose espemally on invested additional time and energy
Saturday or Sunday as the best time for - Erj/Sat/Sun.” into these initiatives to create first-class

them or their families to use the library.

Having these hours provides us a chance

to be a space that individuals and families can enjoy
when work schedules and other commitments don't
allow for library visits during the traditional workweek.
One survey respondent shared “I love that the library
is open more hours..especially on Fri/Sat/Sun. The
hours it was closed before were often the exact ones
| wanted to visit.. The new schedule is great!”

DOWNLOAD

experiences for our community.
J Karen Lemke

wWL/ / /,ﬂ/w Rochester Public Library,
. Director

THE RPL APP

FIND BOOKS AND

MANAGE YOUR

LIBRARY ACCOUNT

Look for

-

Rochester Public Library (MN)

in the Apple or
Google Play store.
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> Letter from the
Foundation Director

ROCHESTER Everything our foundation can accomplish
PUBLIC LIBRARY for our library is due to YOU in our
FOUNDATION community - from the volunteers who give

their time, to the patrons whose gifts help
fund pilot projects, books, and technology,
to the businesses that pledge their support.
Many of you fall into more than one of these
categories giving both time and treasure.
We know how fortunate we are. Thank you
for making our community stronger!

Together, we were able to get the Bookmobile out on the road with a new
awning, get new internet enabled laptops for library users to check out,
purchase new books for the BookBike and BookBox, and much more.

Brenda Kardock

Charter House Sidewalk Sale Gift - 1/ /% Rochester Public Library Foundation,
Erin Pagel and Joanne Rosener Executive Director

Packaging for Wit, Wisdom & Wine at People’s Food Co-op - Silent Auction Planning Meeting -

(Left) Ann Nicometo, Joanne Swenson, Brenda Kardock, (Back) Brenda Kardock, Annie Schmidlt, Erin Pagel
Shelley Mahannah, Catherine Davis (Front) Beth Nienow, Catherine Davis
[} C 84 V$ Y 4 :
i . HOLIDAY SHOPPING AUCTION . 73
3
S THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24 to \
a
. MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28 v R
°
| 4
\ J S ROCHESTER Look for Our 3rd Annual .
\ - PUBLIC LIBRARY Holiday Shopping Auction
N FOUNDATION starting on Thanksgiving Day!
LA 4
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Donors from April 1- August 15, 2022

Susan Ahlquist

George & Dorothy Allen
John & Patty Atkinson
Ashley Bailey

Casey & Jessica Balcom
De & Trish Bendtsen
Bernice Krug Donor Fund
Audrey Betcher

Randy & Julie Brock
Richard & Donna Brown
Nancy Brubaker

Dr. Alan Cameron

Laura Camp

Richard Cayward Jr.
Charter House

Robert Cline &
Patricia Barrier

Adam Dickinson &
Sarah Stille

Joe & Penny Duffy

David & Vicki Erickson
Carol & Titus Evans
Richard & Janet Fitzpatrick
Dave & Carol Foley

Mark Frederickson &
Kathy Sullivan

Stephen & Monica Frytak
Kathryn Gardner

Greg Gaspar

Dr. & Mrs. G. Richard Geier, Jr.
John & Sonia Gisvold

Jim & Donna Glaser
Michael & Ann Griese
Tom & Anne Marie Griffin
Beth Haaland

Alan Hale

Jane Hallman

Clifford Hansen

Keith & Carol Hartley
Glenn & Cynthia Heins
Rusti Hessig

Hope Hollasch

Colleen Holm

Home Federal Savings Bank
Elizabeth Houser

John & Mary Lou Hunziker
Hy-Vee Food Stores

John & Jan Iverson

Jim & Jean Jahn

Cindy Johnson

Nancy Jorgensen

David & Carole Joyce
David Kemp

Tom Kinter

Richard & Sheila Kiscaden

Gaylord & Bev
Knutson

Tomoko Kokmen

Dr. Robert &
Charlene Kyle

Lonny & Nichole
Lambrecht

Timothy & Sarah
Larson

Lasker Jewelers

Dotty & Doug Leimer
Maureen & Wayne Lemens
Marie-France Letendre

M. William & Julie Lower
Martha McClees

Marjorie Mehring

James Marttila &
Kathleen Meyerle

Robert & Ruth Ann Miles
Jillanne Millard

Thomas & Janet Munger
Carol O'Connor

Eric Olson

PMI

Sheila Rainey &
Rick Chapman

Thom & Katie Rieck
Michael Russell
Richard & Beverly Sanders

>

ROCHESTER

PUBLIC LIBRARY

FOUNDATION

Andrea M. Schmidt
Connie & David Schuelka
Becky Schultz

Christine Schwartz

Gayle Segar

Luc Smolders

Sue Madden - State Farm
Insurance

Joseph & Cecelia
Szurszewski

Georgia Toogood

Jan Ulrich

Carolyn Wall

Marty, Sophia & Ardella Walsh
Karel M. Weigel

Dr. Richard &
Mrs. Lily Weinshilboum

Joyce M. Wenz

Barbara Westmoreland
Merl & Twila Winter

Paul & Jean Wittmer

J. Herman & Marilyn Yates

In Honor

Alan & Nancy Johnsrud
in honor of Sarah Johnsrud

In Appreciation ——
Andrea M. Schmidt

in appreciation of Brenda
Daniel Bender

in appreciation of RPL & Staff

Eugene & Sandra Dankbar
in appreciation of RPL Staff

Erin Pagel
in appreciation of RPLF &
its awesome Executive Director

James & Judith Sloan
in honor of Audrey Betcher

Jane & Mary Campion
in honor of Audrey Betcher's
phenomenal leadership

Gerard & Carolyn Goulet
in honor of Austin & Leah Willis

Alan & Judy Hoffman
in honor of Kristy Hoffman

Jane & Mary Campion
in honor of RPLF staff
& volunteers

Gwen Riggin

in honor of Sue Chipman
Gwen Riggin

in honor of Tammy Joy Rider

Phyllis & Sherwin Goldman
in appreciation of the library staff

Carol & Charles Smyrk
in honor of Margie Brumm

Thank you for supporting our
summer literacy projects.

Loiter F

JEWELERS ENTERTAINMENT CENTER

N

SUMMER

SPROUTS

www.rplmn.org LiBRARY CONNECTIONS




Donors from April 1 -
August 15, 2022 continued

In Memory
SCORE Chapter 406 Rodney & Janis Tanner
in memory of Dorothy Cooper in memory of Margaret Nelson
James Degnim Gary Egbert
in memory of Dr. Herbert M. in memory of Nancy Lee Nehring

Reiman Jr. from his Guys Book Club Linda Thompson

Nanette Reckinger in memory of Naomi Atrubin
in memory of Evan J. Reed

Tess Sosa
Doug Sween in memory of Naomi Y. Atrubin
in memory of Joan Sween Lois Hruska
Brenda Kardock in memory of Paul Hruska
Do nate to the in memory of Joey Gauslow Kathe Yoss
L| bra ry Nick & Heather Rhodes in memory of Robert E. Yoss M.D.
d ¢ in memory of Ken Arnold Millie Webb
Foun atlon Gwen Riggin in memory of Russ & Enid
in memory of Margaret
YOUR dollars allow us Buswell Nelson
to help develop the
award-winning In Memory of In Memory of ———
programs, technology, Patricia Wilson | Benjamln W. Baker
and services that our John & Kathleen Mazur Nioxiey 22" Reothoratote
community has come to Patricia Paulson Frederick & Jane Elaine Jorgensen
Elizabeth Martens Baker Robert & Jane Stone

depend upon. Keith & Sandra Gernentz

Deborah Dickman
www.rplmn.org/donate Mary Djonne

Saturday,
January 28th
Rochester Public Library

A new twiston a
21-year classic.

ROCHESTER
>

PUBLIC LIBRARY

@ FOUNDATION



Friends Support Various >
Programs Through «Q

Auditorium Sales

FRIENDS %

The June Rochesterfest Book Sale was a ROCHESTER
phenomenal success! The Friends of the PUBLIC LIBRARY

Library made $8000 which covers Friends

contributions to the Seed Library and the

Summer Playlist program. We have two . I
sales left this year. We hope to raise enough Frlends

money to fund our support of the “Read Book Store Hours

with Me” book bags for babies program in

Monday - Thursday

October and other library programming. 11AM-6PM

Oh, the treasures we find! Saturday

_ . N 11AM-2PM
The Friends are lucky to have several online booksellers willing to sell
valuable donated books on our behalf. One of our sellers, Al Dollerschell, : .
recently received feedback from a pleased buyer who purchased Keeper of New inventory daily!
the Peace Pipe by Evan Henry Jones published in 1967: “Hello, My great great Watch our Facebook page

grandpa Jones wrote this and I'm trying to collect all of his works. Thank you
for having it." Al appreciated the feedback, and responded, “Booksellers are
always pleased to learn of different ways their sales are important to their

for pop-up sales and
other great deals!

www.facebook.com/
FriendRochPubLibrary

buyers.” Friends’ online sales generate enough money to fund various online

databases and the volunteer management software for
the library. Friends are accepting donations of gently
used books, CDs, DVDs, puzzles, and games (complete
sets, no missing pieces). Drop off donations during library
hours in the bin near the Bookstore entrance or in the bins
outside the library garage door on 1st Ave SE.

At ol e BT g
% AUTUMN -
BOOK SALE -

. THURSDAY, OCTOBER13 | 5-7PM* v
« FRIDAY,OCTOBER 14 | 1T0AM-5:30PM
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 | 10AM-5:30PM
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 | 1-4PM

Memberships can be renewed °
b or purchased at the door.
. . www.rplmn.org/friends I
° *members’ only preview °

° >
p & FRIENDS % y \
o J ROCHESTER « ¥

PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Love Books
and Ouvur Library?

Show your support by becoming a Friends
member at www.rpimn.org/friends, or stop
by the bookstore or an auditorium sale.
Membership funds cover Friends’ support of Adult
Programming and various book bag programs.

Looking for a fun group of volunteers? Consider
volunteering in the Friends Book Store, at
auditorium book sales or any library event.
Contact Marilyn Campbell at 507-328-2341 or
mcampbell@rplmn.org to get started.
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Seed Library
Seeks Donations

The Seed Library is looking for
2 ' your donations. We are currently
. accepting clean, dry, and ready to
Beasn, ‘,‘ be packaged open-pollinated or
a4 A‘_&R‘E‘”""’ ~  heirloom variety seeds. For more

1 |\ WgpPre information on seed donations

: - including the form to donate,

please visit www.rplmn.org/seed.

ROCHESTER * |

Library Hours Sneak Peek: RPL BookBox

Have you ever wondered what a vending machine full of books
Monday - Thursday would look like? You won't have to wait much longer to find out!
10AM-8PM RPL will be installing a BookBox in the lobby of Fire Station #4

(1875 4lst Street NW) very soon. We're excited about what this
Friday - Sunday new technology will mean for access to
10AM-6PM library resources and can’t wait to share

more with you soon!l e I
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

507-328-2300 | www.rplmn.org

Karen Lemke, Library Director
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