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New Library Card Options
Including the Library Municipal ID Card

As we get closer to 2024, the Library
has been working on a very special
surprise for the community. To kick off
another year the right way, RPL will be
releasing 4 new library card designs
and launching the Library Municipal ID
Card — something that has been in the
works since August 2022.

As the demand for library cards
continues to climb, we realized that we
were running out of our latest designs.
That gave us two options, order more
of the previous designs or put together
a new batch of fun designs inspired by
small new elements that you may have
already seen around the library. After
brainstorming about designs we've
showcased over the past year, it was
an easy choice to bring some of those

>

designs into our cards. We can’'t wait
to see which new card becomes the
most popular (if you have a magenta
“All Are Welcome” card, you've got the
reigning champion).

Along with those four new cards, the
Library is finally ready to launch the
Community ID program in partnership
with the city. These new Library
Municipal ID Cards are not only your
library card, but will also provide a
means to demonstrate residency
within the city in order to access city
programs, services, and activities
while also providing an alternative
identification card.

‘New Library Card Options”
continued on page 2.
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‘New Library Card Options”
continued from page 1.

DENTIFICAT!

You won't be required to get a new card,

as all old cards will continue to work, but

if you do want one, you will also get a new
library account number. More details will
come out soon about the official launch
of the Library Municipal ID Cards. Our four
new designs will be available starting
January 2,2024, through our online library
card application. rpimn.org/card

driving, VO

Got Your Sign?
Library Open House
2023 Success

Thank you to everyone who came out on October 1,
2023, to enjoy the 2023 Open House. There were 1,163
people in the library that day with over 144 attending
storytimes, 90 people building 3D stars, 136 playing
board games, 168 making mini books, and 64 people
stopping by the readers advisory booth. If you missed
out on a RPL yard sign, just send an email to contact@
rpimn.org to get yours today!
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Moving from 2023 into 2024
brings a lot of excitement
to Rochester Public Library,
as we head into a planning
project that could potentially
reimagine library services in
our community.

At the start of 2023, the Library Board hosted a
City Council Study Session
to learn more about the

. , "Community members
library’s decades-long . .
space challenges. council  are steadily returning
members were able to

see first-hand how library
operations and services are

to the library building,
with visits up more than

Letter from the Director

conductedonthe currentspace usesandchallenges.

In December, City Council approved a proposal to
share the costs of a comprehensive study with funding
from library reserves. Beginning in the early part of
2024, staff will work with the Library Board to identify a
consultant able to provide a thorough review of current
library services and project what is needed for the
library to keep up with growing demands for resources.

The timing of the study comes
during a continued resurgence of
library usage. Community members
are steadily returning to the library
building, with visits up more than 10%
over last year, and collection use is
on track to surpass 2022, which saw

; o,

impacted by a lack of space. 10%b over last year, the library’s highest collection use

Throughout the presentation and collectionuseison on record.

End t‘:;frf' library staff sh:red track to surpass 2022, we anticipate growth will be on minds

ow different tactics have . . - i

boon  Used  to  address which saw the llbrary’s 9f many Rochester oreg reS|dent's
. . in 2024, and expect this study will

challenges, but how they highest collection provide multiple opportunities for

are not enough to solve the
problem long-term.

Following the joint study session, the Library Board
approved a proposal to submit a budget request to
City Council for a long-range planning study. While
the library has conducted narrow-scope studies
in the past, there has not been a comprehensive
exploration of how library services are delivered
in Rochester, nor has there been a recent study

Auditorium and Meeting
Room Get an Upgrade

Thanks to a hybrid meeting management and
broadcast capability upgrade resolution from City
Council, the Library was able to upgrade broadcast
technology in the first floor meeting room and
auditorium this past year. Old analog equipment
was replaced with new digital equipment to allow

for easier access for hybrid meetings and live
streaming. Once this new equipment is fully up
and running, you'll be able to enjoy an updated
experience for Library Board meetings and other
presentations at the library. Be sure to subscribe
to our YouTube Channel and keep an eye on our
calendar of events for future notifications about

www.rplmn.org

use on record."

community members to be part of
RPL’s next chapter. Stay tuned!
Karen Lemke
M Rochester Public Library,
Director

programming that will be recorded or streamed!

RPL YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/@RochPublLibrary
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> Donate to the Library Foundation

N

YOUR dollars allow us to help develop the award-
winning programs, technology, and services that
our community has come to depend upon.

ROCHESTER

PUBLIC LIBRARY

FOUNDATION www.rpimn.org/donate

Letter from the Foundation Director

Thank you for helping us to fund a screening of “The Right to Read” documentary at
your library this year. It was an eye-opening look at the literacy problems our country
is facing. Too many young students locally still are not reading at grade level.

I'm proud of the important contributions we've made to face this crisis together
here in Rochester. Funding for projects like the BookBox and Rochester Reading
Champions really make a difference, and you make them happen!! Your
Foundation is committed to continuing to meet community needs and high
library priorities in 2024. We are grateful for your partnership. Wishing you all the
best in the New Year!

Brenda Kardock
Rochester Public Library Foundation,
Executive Director

Donors September 1to November 30,2023

Altra Federal

Susan Dahmus

Tim & Kristen Hobday

Tom & Susan Lemke

Tom & Lori Oftedahl

Credit Union Cynthia Daube Elizabeth Houser Ed & Joan Leof Keri Ostby
Dan & . - . .
; Nicole Dernbach John & M. William & Julie Erin Pagel
Ginny Amundson - Mary Lou Hunziker Lower
Amv Swain Hearin Adam Dickinson & . Yun Pan
Cer¥cers 9 Sarah Stille Deborah & Peter Maercklein sung Jo &
John & Elizabeth DuBord H. James Jocc?bsen Shelley Mahannah Eunah Park
Patty Atkinson Dana & Nancy chnrg!s& Franklin Dieter & Laura Theodore &
Mark & Lucy Bahn Duffield Matern Jeanne Paulios
Casey & Richard & Claire Field Nar?cy Jorgensen Stanley & Amy Mayer  Debbie Pearson
Jessica Balcom First Alliance Credit Louise Judd Merit Contracting Lynn & Chuck Pentek
Union Kerry & S D
Steve & Kathy Baule ; ; : Lucas & Judith Pilling
Audrey Betcher Dave & CGr?' Foley :,/g,!(:zi gc:_l;izeK\g/;I:e Courtney Meyer Diane & Dean Pollock
RaV Bills Mark Frederickson & James Marttila & Sheila Rainey &
Y Kathy Sullivan Sarah Keller Kathleen Meyerle Rick Chcpmén
k?\ensérouckmuller Barbara & David David Kemp Jillanne Millard Michael Reed
Frogner ; ;
Amy Brownawell Groa Gasbar Lois .Ruth Kennel Lauren Morris . Thom & Katie Rieck
Nancy Brubaker g>asp David & Steve & Tammi Walter & Liliana
Y Angela Ge Adeline Kiang Mosing Dianna Robinson
Paul Bye Nicholas Goetzfridt Joseph & Sri & Lathika Nair ROCCa
Beth Cage Sue Greenberg Dalene Kitslaar National Fleet Rochester Garden &
Laura Camp ; : Diane Klein Graphics
Michael & Ann Griese ) Flower Club
Captrust . Dana Grimsrud Sﬁﬂggﬁl\ & Bev .’{l%ncrﬂ&cgp & Alissa Jeffrey &
Mr. & Mrs. Dirk Bob & Cindy yma ' Sharoh Rome
Christianson Groettum fcouv(\:/eorfEfliggr Todd Nicoletti - Dick & Joanne
Steve & Marolee Jill Hamilton James & Kay Nieling Rosener
Christopherson Audrienne Hanion Beth Lamsam Beth M. Nienow Mimi & Mel Rothman
Jc.aor? Chutka Steven & Travis & Amy Leeser Mr. Joseph Nix Nancy Rush
Hilarie Conboy Susan Hansen Lemke Pest Control Philg‘o & Dee Amanda Sabatini
Coulee Bank Scott & KarenLemke ~ Nordquist

Keith & Carol Hartley

Angela Samuelsen

www.rplmn.org




THANK YOU! >

Over the last six years you've helped us give more than

half a million dollars to vital library resources! ROCHESTER

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Donors September1to FOUNDATION
November 30, 2023 continued
George Sandra Michael & Susan Ms. Dy Sin Teng Erik & Dee Voldal Craig Wruck
Mr. Gregory E. Sauve Shepard ) John & Kathy tTeske John Waciuma Christine Wyatt
Ms. Evelyn Schlichting Mary Sher@an John & Patty Trnka Sandra Weissler J. Herman &
Malea & Angela Smith Judy Trousdell Barbara Marilyn Yates
Chad Schroeder Andy Stehr & Westmoreland Gordon Young
Heather Hermann Stephen & Wi
Lowqence & il Julie Troutman Beth & Niel Wiegand Robert Young
Gayle Segar Philip & Renee VanVieet Wings Financial
Elaina Sessions Joanne Swenson Credit Union
In Memory In Memory of Shirley Edmonson —

Harriet Hodgson Phyllis & Sherwin Goldman  Dick & Majel Hall Abby Beale

in memory of Helen in memory of : .

Hodgson Welby Julius Manson Lawrence & Gayle Segar Elizabeth & Erik Ritman
Edith Thurber Dr. Richard Weinshilboum

in memory of Bix Stewart in memory of In Memory of Patricia Gregerson

Virginia Bonin Lily S. Weinshilboum

in memory of Brenda Kardock

Donna & Terrence Stewart Mr. & Mrs. |. J. Lewison

David Jonathon Pierson in memory of Marilyn Campbell Dennis & Connie Westby
Jacinta Moore Marlys Peterson & Gerald Haas Robert & Denise Perry

in memory of Ann Bottorff Bob Gregerson

David Jonathon Pierson in memory of
SCORE Chapter 406 Marlys Peterson In Memory of Richard Hufford ——

in memory of Stephanie Podulke & . . . .

Gene Harnack Jim Frost Nobu & Beth Suginaka Ryuhei & Chiyo Saito
SCORE Chapter 406 in memory of Mike Sachiko Suginaka

Podulke

in memory of

John Bandrup Barb Huus In Celebration

in memory of Peter Huus
Jeﬁ')nn:/':n[;g\;‘)’/og ¢ Greg Sauvery Sarah Leung in celebration of Charlotte Barreto

Jerry Anderson in memory of Gail Adams

Doug Sween
in memory of Joan Sween

In Honor In Appreciation —

Brenda Kardock Gwen Riggin Erik & Tara Kaufman Carolyn Wall

in honor of in honor of in honor of in appreciation of

All Library Teammates Gary Kadansky Kiran & Nikhil Bookmobile & Staff
Kimberly Edson & Angela  Gwen Riggin Nancy J. Larson Annette Hutchinson
Joyce in honor of in honor of Lila & in appreciation of Bookmobile Staff

lTn honor ngIIT Staff Jan Wiersma Frankie Tricker Ms. Terri Dugan

raining bay feam Judith Thistle Colleen Worisek in appreciation of Library Staff

Dienna Sabol in honor of in honor of Madden,

in honor of Dustie Kathleen Gamble Easton, Josie & Sammy susanne Todd Daood

in appreciation of my book club

Flynn, my favorite Hennepin County Library ~ Gwen Riggin

librarian - . . Leon & Linda Gregg
Ofﬁmqlly Withdrawn in honor of in appreciation of the Bookmobile
Anonymous Organization Margaret Gardner
lg hon’o?( of in honor of Kim Edson gk Heim de Bera
wen Riggin Red Wing AAUW in honor of
in honor of Kim Edson Vanessa Stensgard
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> Friends

4 Bookstore Hours
Monday - Thursday
FRIENDS %'« 1TAM-6PM
ROCHESTER Friday & Saturday
PUBLIC LIBRARY TAM-2PM

Honorlng Two True Frlends

We wish to recognize outgoing Friends Board member Bessie
Copple as she completes nine years of service, including serving
on the Bookstore committee and management team. Bessie enjoys
working with her fellow volunteers and visiting with customers in the
store, where she will continue to volunteer.

Al Dollerschell was recently recognized as a “Standout Friend” at
the state level by the Minnesota Association of Library Friends. He
served on the Rochester Friends Board for nearly a decade in the
early 2000s. Over the past nineteen years, he has single-handedly
raised over $110,000 by selling over 5,800 books through his online
bookstore (resulting in over 5,500 trips to the Post Office)!

We are most fortunate to have both Bessie and Al as part of our
Friends organization.

FRIENDS OF THE v
ROCHESTER o3~ )& 5
PUBLIC LIBRARY .\\4\ %.vo

4||~ vv Friday, Feb. 9th

Thursday, Feb. 8th
'7 P M (members only preview)

WINTERFEST ‘) )
BOOK SALE ' ¢ Ik 10AM-5:30PM
Rochester Public Library Auditorium | Saturday, Feb. 10th
Come shop for used books 10AM-5:30PM
at great prices!
ficti d fiction for all .
" Audiobooks, DVDs, music CDs Sunday, Feb. 1th
& vinyl records, too! 12-4PM

New inventory daily!

Watch our Facebook page
for pop-up sales and
other great deals!

www.facebook.com/
FriendRochPubLibrary

ROCHESTER

Thank you, RCBA!

Wewishtoextendoursinceregratitude
to the Rochester Commercial Banks
Association for their continued, loyal
support with another $1,000 grant. For
over 25 years, RCBA has contributed
to the Friends to support children’s
and young adult programming
throughout the year.

Autumn
Book Sale Results

The book sale in October was an
exceptional  success  generating
a net profit of $7,400! This covers
our contributions to the annual
subscription fees for several of the
library’s online database resources:
Newsbank, Alldata Repair, and
Morningstar Investment Center.

Supporting our community

Sign up to receive an email reminder of
future sales at bit.ly/friends-subscribe.

Save the Date:
Friends Annual
Meeting

Monday, January 29, 2024
Library Auditorium
11:30AM-1:30PM

Our guest speaker will be John
Hunziker to share “We’'ve Come
a Long Way, Friends!” as we
celebrate our 75th anniversary.
Invitations wtill be sent out in
January to all Friends members.
We hope to see you there!

www.rplmn.org
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> ROCHESTER LOOking For Things To Do InSide
2 PUBLIC LIBRARY This Winter? Visit The Library!

Looking for things to do and avoid those cold winter mornings? Why not
Horme  Month Caleelar stop by the library? We have a lot of great indoor events planned for

Month Calendar you to help get through this cold winter including multiple storytimes,
Featured Events dance, and LEGO parties, book club meetings,

The Starry Winter Sky & Prey  and more. Be sure to check out the calendar
Solar Eclipse ..
Monds Jnuany 28,2054 5 00 08 at rplmn.org/calendar for a listing of all the
'" o fun things going on or just swing by for a
<o nice warm place to get some work done
= Fiers or dive into a good book. We can't wait to

Keyword Search

see you in 2024!

M A 1 RPLMN App Outage

-
The library’s mobile app service

Library Board Member Updates provider (SirsiDynix) is currently
experiencing technical issues,
making the RPLMN mobile app
no longer functional. Library card
barcodes are still usable, but all other
information in the app is out-of-
date. You may access your account
and library catalog on your device
by visiting rplmn.org/RPLmobile.
SirsiDynix has promised us they
are working as quickly as possible
to bring back functionality and will
push out an update when it becomes
available sometime within the next
couple months.

We are excited to welcome Adam Nelson and Omnya Mohamed
to the Library Board. The library would also like to celebrate those
members who have been voted on as board officers: Nicholas
Goetzfridt, Board President;, Angela Ge, Board Vice President; and
Steve Baule, Board Secretary. For more information about the
Library Board, visit rplmn.org/about-us/about-rpl/library-board

ROCHESTER PUBLIC LIBRARY i ~ 1
BOOKMOBILE[, O |

enTER

Here is a message from Bill Davison,
CEO of SirsiDynix:

“We regret any inconvenience this

BOOkmObile .SpringSChEdUle has caused you. Please know that

your library had absolutely no way of
anticipating this situation, and we hope
you'll be understanding as we work
through this difficult, interim period.”

The Bookmobile spring schedule kicks off January 2nd. Be sure
to check out the updated listing of stop times and locations at
rpimn.org/bookmobile or pick up a paper copy from the library
or on the Bookmobile.

www.rplmn.org LiBRARY CONNECTIONS
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Saturday,
January 27th

Library Fundraiser

Library Hours anj,
Monday - Thursday \ers, s ¢ our “b‘a .\a} backs‘
10AM-8PM Qe'b i"its A 509 !
Friday - Sunday S
10AM-6PM

Tickets/Info
‘ pasta from scratch chef demo E"TII-E

"Irh .I.r
| : i e A
'9 sip on wines, beers and sodas = wE

o

g savor chef-created desserts

Y +UPGRADE to Italian mixology VIP

Find Us Online
@RochPubLibrary

ROCHESTER
J

PUBLIC LIBRARY

FOUNDATION

:ﬁ O) (& rplmn.org/wit






