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Libraries Change Lives

9th Annual Wit, Wisdom & Wine 
  Fundraiser for Rochester Public Library  

              Foundation

Wine in the Children’s area?

Whisky in the Young Adult area?

People dancing in the lobby? 
Normally library staff would frown at this type of behavior but 

on one day a year it’s actually okay to do these things in the library.

At 5:30 pm Saturday, January 16, 2010, an announcement 
came via the overhead speaker system, “The library is now 
closed...” and then it was a flurry of activity as staff and volunteers 
prepared for the 9th Annual Wit, Wisdom & Wine fund-raising 
event. 

This fund-raiser isn’t just a “to see and be seen” event; it’s a 
socially intellectual event. The attendees have a choice of two 
speakers, socialize over wine (provided by Andy’s Liquor) and light 
refreshments, (provided by Jasper’s Alsation Bistro and wine bar) 
and outwit/outbid each other in the silent auction.

Speakers
This year the attendees had their choice of dancing in the lob-

by with April and Gary Dahl, getting informed about health reform 
by Tim Penny, and listening to Dr. James Levine as he described 
his experience in India and his book The Blue Notebook. Attend-
ees were laughing with Father Nick, finding the perfect ingredient 
with LeeAnn Zubay, sipping the perfect wine with Michelle Repin-
ski, and understanding the role of the community newspaper with 
Randy Chapman. Kenny Salwey had his audience enthralled with 
tales from the river while Gil Gutknecht inspired his group with 
his talk about political art. Helen and Bryan McIver enlightened 

their guests with whisky and wisdom about 
Scottish traditions for making whisky. Robert 
Garfinkle talked of the RACE exhibit that will 
be coming to the library in May. More details 
about that will be coming as the time nears.

Raffle
There was a raffle, again, this year. This 

time the prize was a piece of jewelry gener-
ously donated by Hight & Randall Ltd. P.G. 
Arnold was the lucky winner and had the hard 
task of choosing from three pieces: he chose 
the ring.

9th
annual

Wit, Wisdom & Wine
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Libraries Change Lives - continued

Silent Auction
The silent auction offered something for 

everyone. There was a basket full of Star Trek 
items, another full of children’s games. Wine, gift 
certificates, Waterford crystal champagne flutes, 
gardening supplies, culinary utensils, hand-made 
jewelry, purses made out of books, tea sets, and 
of course stacks of books were some of the other 
items available for bid. 

Thank you
A BIG thank you to everyone who helped with 

this event. Whether with physical labor or finan-
cially, it was all greatly appreciated.

Attendee registrations, event sponsors, other 
sponsors, in-kind donations, silent auction dona-
tions, and silent auction and raffle ticket sales 
brought in over $24,000. Our library is a resource 
for everyone in our community. By supporting the 
Rochester Public Library Foundation, you make 
a profound impact on the lives of those you care 
about as well as the quality of life in our commu-
nity.

Event Sponsors: 
Bridgestreet Worldwide
Think Mutual Bank

Other Sponsors:
Andy’s Liquor
Associated Bank
Dave and Lois Marris of Edina Realty
Davies Printing
Doubletree Rochester Downtown
Hight & Randall, Ltd 
Jaspers Alsatian Bistro & Wine Bar
Lasker Jewelers
Merrill Lynch/Calvin Guyer
Nigon Woodworks
Ohly Real Estate Office
US Bank
Windsor Financial Group/David Koch

More event photos available on 
Flickr.

http://bit.ly/bGvcJG
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From the Director’s Desk

Rochester Public Library Awaits  
Legislative Action

Even though 2010 is a bonding year at the state capi-
tol, the Legislature is required to submit a balanced budget.  
Since the State forecast put the State in a deficit position, the 
Legislature must take action to balance the operating budget 
set last year for the biennium. 

The Rochester Public Library (RPL) receives no State 
funding directly.  RPL is primarily funded through the City of 
Rochester and by Olmsted County via a contract relationship. 
So the staff and Library Board closely watch how the State 
decisions affect the City of Rochester and Olmsted County.

The Governor has submitted his budget proposal which 
would reduce Rochester’s 2010 Local Government Aid (LGA) 
by another $4,342,837 on top of the $3,857,584 reduction 
contained in the adopted 2010 budget. If enacted into law, 
this would result in the Governor reducing Rochester’s 2010 
original LGA appropriation by 91.4%.

If this proposal is adopted, the entire City, including the li-
brary, will be facing difficult decisions to make the necessary 
cuts.  The library staff and Library Board will ensure that the 
library will stay on mission and provide core services.  

The support of the Foundation and the Friends are in-
strumental in allowing the library to continue to innovate and 
serve our community better.

Audrey Betcher



What’s @ the Library?
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Express Check-out machines
This is a self-check machine, or an express check-out. What-

ever you want to call it, it is great for those who are in a hurry and 
don’t want to stand in line to check out books. It’s also great for 
those who aren’t in a hurry and just want to check out their own 
books. 

It’s very user-friendly and the screen on top will show you what 
to do every step of the way. All you need to do is place your library 
card - barcode up - on top of the picture of a barcode on the left 
side of the machine’s shelf. You should see a red light shining 
across the barcode of your card. This means you have it in the 
right spot. Your card needs to stay there until you have scanned 
your items. Give the machine a few seconds to read your card and 
then it will tell you that it’s ready to begin scanning the bar codes 
of your books. Scan the books one at a time and the machine will 
tell you when it’s ready for the next one. After all your items are 
scanned, just remove your library card and the machine will print a 
receipt for the items you just checked out. 

Please note, these machines work only for books. CD’s or 
movies, need to be checked out from the check-out desk.

New kid’s stuff - endcap games 
The Children’s section of the library has recently seen some 

changes. Two generous donors, who wish to remain anonymous, 
have given us some money specifically to spiff up the Children’s 
area. Children’s staff had almost as much fun shopping for the 
new toys and games as do the children who play with them, now. 
These new games are attached to the ends of the shelves in the 
Picture Book area - each end is a different game. There are also 
some free-standing toys to play with. The photos below show only 
a small sample of what’s there.

Here’s a tip on the table in the photograph below: use the 
magnets on the underside of the table. This way you can control 
the cars better. If you use the magnets on top, they repel each 
other and go any which direction.

More photos of our new games can be found on Flickr.

http://www.flickr.com/photos/21618286@N03/


RACE: Are We So Different?
The RACE exhibit is, in a word, HUGE. It is a great 

undertaking getting everything in. Construction for this 
project begins on April 5. Walls will be constructed, some 
doors will be widened, and since the RACE exhibit will 
take the entire rotunda area on second-floor, there will be 
massive rearranging. 

Meeting Room B on second floor will house the for-
eign language collection. The Non-fiction collection 101 - 301 
will move to the stacks in front of the Administration Office. The 
VHS tapes that are currently there will be moving into staff ar-
eas. These items will be available for check-out but you will not 
have the ability to browse them. You can reserve these items 
and also ask at the Reference Desk for them. The oversized 
books will move to the top of the vertical file cabinets behind 
the internet stations. Current magazines and newspapers will 
move to the reading area to the left of the stairs. Circulating 
magazines and cassette tapes will move to the magazine room. 
You can check them out, but you will need to ask at the window 
for them. CDs and CDROMs will move to where the holiday 
books are currently displayed and the holiday books will be in 
the stacks.

The library will not rent out the Auditorium or Meeting Room 
A from May 17 - September 4 owing to the many programs that 
have been scheduled around the RACE exhibit and the library’s 
need for room for its own meetings. We apologize for any in-
convenience caused. We will be able to take room reservations 
again in July for reservations after September 4. 

This arrangement will be temporary, but we believe that 
having the RACE exhibit in the library will greatly compensate 
for the inconvenience. We are proud to host this exhibit and 
hope the citizens of Rochester and the surrounding communi-
ties enjoy this powerful and educational experience.

RACE exhibit coming to RPL

Make a Difference - be part of 
RACE
Volunteers needed!

We are looking for volunteers to lead facilitated discus-
sions, or to serve as Lead Docents/Exhibit Assistants  and 
Docents/Exhibit Greeters for the RACE exhibit. Training will 
be provided for all volunteers. Your help is needed to make the 
exhibit a success!

If you are interested in applying, or for more information, 
go online or call Gail Harris, Library Volunteer Coordinator, at 
328-2341.
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http://diversitycouncil.middlewaygroup.com/community/race-exhibit/race-are-we-so-different/


LOL4RPL fundraiser

Rochester Public Library Foundation 
hosts fundraiser at Goonies Comedy 
Club on March 24, 2010.

LOL 4 RPL (Laugh Out Loud for Rochester Public Library) a 
fundraiser, will be held at Goonies Comedy Club on the evening of 
Wednesday, March 24. 

Early bird registration: $40.00 • After March 17, registration: 
$50.00

Register online or by calling John Hunziker, 328-2343.
Our newest fundraising event will start with a buffet dinner and 

a bucket raffle, and will end with a comedy show that will have 
you ROTFL. (Rolling On The Floor Laughing). A cash bar will also 
be available. 

Nathan Hall will be the Master of Ceremonies. Hall works at 
the library’s public service desk and leads the Young Adult writ-
ers’ group that meets every fourth Tuesday at the library. He also 
hosts Too Much Information Trivia Night every Wednesday eve-
ning at McGoon’s (downstairs from Goonies).

The evening’s entertainment will headline John Bush: John’s 
rock-solid comedy show covers it all.  From his childhood reloca-
tion from Hawaii to Minnesota to his UFO sighting in New York 
City, this thrill ride is filled with rich characters, spot-on impres-
sions and even a disgruntled squirrel; also Michael Callahan: 
Michael delivers up-tempo humor mined from his very typical life.  
He finds veins of comedy hidden in plain sight and shares a world 
populated with the young, the old, the single and the married.

All proceeds will support the mission and vision of the Roch-
ester Public Library Foundation.

Nate Hall

Michael Callahan

Wednesday
March 24
 Doors open: 5:30
 Bu�et served: 6:00
 Show starts: 7:00

Goonies Comedy Club 
7 Second St. SW, Rochester, MN

Earlybird registration: $40 per person
After March 17: $50 per person
Register online: www.rochesterpubliclibraryfoundation.org/lol4rpl
or by calling 507-324-2343

Headliner: John Bush

Featuring Michael CallahanHost: Nathan Hall

A fundraiser for the Rochester Public Library Foundation

Proceeds will be used to support the mission and vision of the Rochester Public Library Foundation.
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John Bush

http://www.gooniescomedy.com
http://www.rochesterpubliclibraryfoundation.org/LOL4RPL.html
http://michael-callahan.com/about.html
http://johnbushcomedy.com/HOME.html


Donors from August 3, 2009 - February 23, 2010

Businesses/Organizations
Andy’s Liquor
GiveMN
Associated Bank
BridgeStreet Worldwide dba Broadway Plaza
Byron Pet Clinic
Counterpoint
Davies Printing
Doubletree Rochester Downtown
Dunn Brothers
Friends of Rochester Public Library
Goodyear Auto Service Center
Great Harvest Bread Co
Calvin Guyer/Merrill Lynch
Gypsy Cat Jewelry
Hight & Randall Ltd, Personal Jeweler
Images Hair Artistry
Jasper’s Alsatian Bistro and Wine Bar
Lasker-Blickle Jewelers
Lois & David Marris of Edina Realty
Millenium Flight Services
Michaels Arts & Crafts
Nigon Woodworks Inc
North Pointe Dental
Ohly Real Estate
Outback Steakhouse
Panera Bread
Portrait Innovations
Premier Bank Rochester
Rochester Area Foundation
RPL Staff Fund
Shorewood Senior Campus
Silver Spirit
Judy & Jim Sloan Foundation
The Bread Baker
Think Mutual Bank
U of M Rochester Bookstore
U S Bank
VFW Auxiliary-First District of MN
Windsor Financial Group/David Koch
ZPizza

Individuals
Jean Abels
Roy Achter
Susan Adamowicz
Patricia Allen-Unger
Angie Allers
Peter & Bari Amadio
Mary Amundsen
Dan & Virginia Amundson
Allen & Emily Anderson

Nancy J. Anderson
Phillip Arnold
Donna Arntson
Mary & William Aronin
Elizabeth Atkinson
Naomi Atrubin
Raymond & Judith Auger
Ramesh Avula
Caroline Baihly
Rita Balm
Shawn Baranczyk & Lynne Wodrich
Patricia Barrier
Christopher & Debra Bauch
Barbara N. Beck
Pam Becker
Robert & Phyllis Beery
Louis & Janet Behrens
John & Diane Beiswanger
Jane Belau
Lorraine & Jim Benike
Rita Bertsch
Audrey Betcher & John Brockman
Madelyn Betcher
Robert & Linda Birnbaum
Lori Blauwet
Jeff & Emily Bond
Donald & Patricia Borcherding
Victor & Addie Borja
Arlouene Bothun
William & Mary Boyne
Rosemary & Dallas Bradshaw
Curtis Brobst
John & Sharon Brodhun
Brian & Caroline Brost
Philip & Virginia Brown
Richard & Nancy Brubaker
Margie Brumm
Jay & JoAnn Bunke
Betty Buri
Shelley Burkhardt
Ron & Sally Bymers
Dorothy Callahan
Jane & Mark Callahan
Rosemary Campbell
Jane & Mary Campion
Lorne & Jean Carlson
William & Mary Ellen Carr
Katherine Cassel
Randy & Sheryl Chapman
Mark & Patty Clancy
Robert Cline
Diane Closson
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Donors from August 3, 2009 - February 23, 2010
Chris Colby
Daniel Connolly
Casey & Sarah Crane
Edward Creagan
DeeDee Zwettler & Jack Cusma
Lorraine Darling
Virginia Darling
Jasper & Cynthia Daube
Barbara Daugherty
Donald & Laura Davidson
Patrick Dean & Joan Hunziker-Dean
Randy & Kathy Demmer
J. M. Dervin
Jon DeVinny
Nancy Dingel
Harold & Norma Dison
Eleith Doane
Allen & Marcia Dollerschell
Robert Dunn
Joel & Sandra Dunnette
William & Theodosia Dunnette
P. J. & J. Isabelle Dyck
David & Ann Dykstal
David & Holly Ebel
Norman Eberhardt & Anita Reichert
John & Shirley Edmonson
Kim Edson
Randall & Marcia Edson
JaNean Engelstad
Ginny Erbe
John Ernste
Susan Evans
Noel & Gwendolyn Fallarme
Ann & Michael Farnell
Mitch & Shawna Felton
Meellee Fish
Richard & Carol Fishbune
Joe & Alice Fishburn
Carol Fitzgerald
Barbara Flasch
Ruth Flatla
David & Carol Foley
David Freedman
Alan Fritsche
David & Barbara Frogner
Stephen & Monica Frytak
Dean & Judith Funk
Vladana Gajic-Zoric
Elizabeth Gallanis
Greg Gaspar
Dr. Richard & Patricia Geier
Raymond & Nuala Gibbons
James & Joan Gillespie

Susan Gillette
John & Sonia Gisvold
Joseph Gliniecki & Nina Garces
Paul & Annettee Godtland
Richard & Sylvia Goetzman
Judith Goff
Susan Stewart & Doug Gras
Sue Greenberg
Leon & Linda Gregg
Ann Griese
Robert & Ann Groover
Lorne & Joan Grosso
Purna Gurung
Calvin & Jean Guyer
Beth Haaland
Gregory & Therese Hagen
Marilyn Haglund
Deanna & David Hahn
Kathleen Hain
Alan & Jolene Hansen
Alan Hansen
Jim & Mary Hansen
Susan Carlsen & Mark Hansen
Jean & Don Hanson
Karl & Barbara Hanson
Emily & Jed Harris
Peter & Gail Harris
Frank & Dottie Hawthorne
Chuck Hazama
Lois Headline
Werner & Pearl Heidel
Diane Hellie
Phillip & Barbara Henoch
Norman & Chamaine Hepper
Ethel Herrick
Henrietta Hewitt
Synneva Hicks
Tim & Kristen Hobday
Tom & Nancy Hockert
Stephen & Eleanor Hodgson
William & Glen Hogan
George & Sandra Hohberger
Sean Hong
Wildred & Catherine Hosig
Ann Hoven
Paul & Lois Hruska
Kevin & Carol Hubbard
Arline M. Hunziker
John & Mary Lou Hunziker
James & Linda Huprich
John & Ellen Huston
Frank & Linda Iossi
John & Janice Iverson Top



Donors from August 3, 2009 - February 23, 2010

Debby & Jim Jacobsen
Jean & James Jahn
Kathy Jensen
Donald Johnson
Dr. William & Jean Johnson
Brad Jones
Robert Jones
Robert & Lucy Julius
David Kaempfer
Kerry & Val Kaliszewski
Patrick & Janine Kamath
Philip & Catherine Karsell
Candace Kash
Kreg & Georgia Kauffman
Jordan & Dara Kautz
Patrick & Lori Keane
Marion & Sandy Keith
Robert & Sarah Keller
Denise & Thomas Kelly
Lois Kennel
Judy & Steve Kereakos
Cher Knutson
Jill Kobler
Paul & Karen Koeller
Barbara Koenig & Stephen Arkin
Diana Kohrt
Tomoko Kokmen
Beverly Kosse
M. Pauline Krieger
Evidia Kronebusch
Karen Krueger
Yogish Kudva & Shyalama Bhat
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kuehn
James & Elsa Kuester
James Kunz
Rose Laabs
George & Cecelia Lamb
Yvonne Landgren
Betty Larson
Nancy J. Larson
Mary Till & Michael Lavalle
Donald Layton
Harlan & Gladys LeCuyer
Ray & Betty Lee
Travis & Amy Leeser
Stephen Lehmkuhle
Tom & Susan Lemke
Vivita Leonard
Marie-France Letendre
I.J.Lewison
Tina Liebling & Mark Liebow
Matt & Laurel Light
Brian Lind & Dawn Littleton

Dorothy Lindvig
Steven Link & Lauri Hassinger
Thomas & Martha Link
M. William & Julie Lower
Lisa Lundquist
Kenton & Marlene Lynne
Robert & Gretchen MacCarty
Nancy & Ronald Mackenzie
Jack & Joan Malin
J.T. & Ruth Mangan
Keith & Diane Manlove
Willis Markham
Randolph & Catherine Marks
Lois & Dave Marris
James & Cynthia Martenson
Edith Martin
Laura & Dieter Matern
Charlotte Matti
Stan & Amy Mayer
Jean McDowall
Jim & Peggy McEvoy
Clarice & Joe McGlinch
Bryan & Helen McIver
Sue McMillan
James & Kathleen McMullin
Margo & Sande McNabb
Talon J. Mehta
Curtis & Mary Meier
Jim & Judy Mellinger
Walter Menning
Robert A. & Ruth Ann Miles
Ardyth Minett
Katie Miskowic
Louise Moe
Diane & Russell Moench
Keith & Mary Moon
Daniel & Nadene Moore
Mike & Ruth Ann Morgan
Richard Moulton
Stanley & Donna Mujwid
Janet Munger
Cathleen Murphy
James & Susan Naessens
Linda Nelson
Sandra E. Nelson
Mark & Gwenn Neville
Frank Nichols
Sylvia Nickel
Duane Nienow
Joe Nix
Roger & Dorothy Oenning
Oftedahl Family
Paul & Bevery Olander Top



Donors from August 3, 2009 - February 23, 2010

Patrick & Amaria O’Leary
Philip Oliveto
Kathy & David Olson
Joachim & Anneliese Opitz
The Panetta Family
Nicholas & Janet Pappas
Dudley & Peg Parsons
Robert Patterson
Ron & Sheila Paukert
Lawrence & Harlean Perry
Joseph & Mary Pesch
Bret & Karen Petersen
Rebecca A. Pierce
Irvin & Maureen Plitzuweit
Becky & Tom Poturica
Edward & Susan Prosser
Robert & Mavis Rausch
Michael Reed
George & Karmen Reid
Joel & Kim Reid
Herbert & Jane Reiman
Herbert Reiman
James Rentz
Brenda Rew
Carol Reynolds & James Gloor
John Rice & Mariza Andrade
Janet Rich
Tom & Carolyn Richards
Wayne & Mary Alice Richardson
Dale & Barbara Richter
Jill & Kurt Richter
Merlin & Karen Ricklefs
Marilyn & Steve Riederer
Elizabeth & Erik Ritman
Arlene Rohde
Sue & George Romano
Jeff & Sharon Rome
Ron & Louise Rossi
Mimi & Mel Rothman
Rosaline & Doug Rovang
Michael Russell
Helen Sanborn
Rod & Sharon Sandberg
Burton & Florence Sandok
Paula Santrach
Gladys Sather
Greg Sauve
Renee & Ted Saxman
Paul & Maggie Scanlon
Margaret Schafer
Ruth Schafer
Millicent Scheevel
Freda Schneider

Kathryn Schreck
Kevin & Susan Schreurs
Ronald & Theresa Seeger
Alan & Martha Sessler
Barb Seydel
Joyce Sharp
Richard & JoAnn Sheldon
Michael & Susan Shepard
Pneena Pearl & Sheldon Sheps
Robert & Mary Sheridan
Thomas & Janice Sherman
Sheila Shimek
Betty Shimek
Stan & Minnie Shreve
Patricia & Dave Siljenberg
Thomas Sitzer
Annette & Cliff Sjolund
Judy & Jim Sloan
Carol Smyrk
Barb Sorensen
Bruce Staats
Katherine Stecher
Marj Steinbauer
Dean & Julie Stenehjem
Pat & Jeff Stephenson
Marilyn & Jack Stewart
Terrace & Donna Stewart
Walter & Dorothy Stobaugh
Rich & Mary Streit
Daniel & Nadine Su
Abel Subia
Nobu & Beth Suginaka
Jim & Jill Suk
Kathy Sullivan & Mark Frederickson
Randy Sutter
Jerry & Mary Kay Swanson
David P. & Barbara L. Swart
Sylvia Swede
Harry & Delores Swedlund
Joanne & Philip Swenson
Patricia & Glenn Tabor
James & Joyce Talen
Rodney & Janis Tanner
Judith Taylor
Bruce & Terri Thomas
Thompson Family
Warren Thompson & Lisa Kirkland
David Toft
Georgia Toogood
Dennis & Connie Tooley
John & Patty Trnka
Stephen & Julie Troutman
Wathana Try Top
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Joon Uhm & Nora Dooley
Janice Ulrich
Marilyn W. Vale
Esther Van Vleet
Richard & Marian Van Dellen
Deanne & Paul Walding
Patricia Walsh
Ellen M. Ward
Gregory Warner & Jill Smith
Roger & Sarabeth Watson
Arnold & Sandra Weissler
Jeff & Nancy Werning
The Westerland Family
Barbara Westmoreland
Tonya & Trevor Westrom
Sue & Phil Wheeler
Jack & Patricia Whisnant

Harlan & Earlene Wickre
Bill Wiktor & Elaine Case
Constance Williams
Marie Wilson
Francenia Wilson
John & Irene Wiltsie
The Wiseman Family
Charles & Barbara Withers
Paul & Joan Wittmer
Dennis & Lynn Wong
Joyce Wood
Diane Wrobleski
Ruthann Yaeger
Ronald & Judith Yaggy
Kathe Yoss
Paulette Zenner

I would like to give: $__________   
Please make checks payable to Rochester Public Library Foundation
___  Materials        ___  Endowment Fund          ___  Where Needed
My gift will be matched by: ________________________________________________________________
Donor listings & acknowledgments   ___   My name may be included    ___  Please do not include my name
    Please write name(s) as you would prefer in donor listings: _____________________________________
___  $500 for Book-A-Year Endowment   
 Name for bookplate: _________________________________ in honor of/ in memory of  (circle one)
 Name for Acknowledgment (plaques and listings): ____ honoree’s name    _____ my name
   Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________  City: ________________  State: ______  Zip: ______
Telephone: _________________________   e-mail: _____________________________________

Thank you for your tax-deductible support of the Rochester Public Library Foundation.

Thank you for your continued support.
For your convenience, online donations are now accepted or use the form below 
and mail to:
Rochester Public Library Foundation
101 Second Street SE
Rochester, MN 55904
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