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Wit, Wisdom & Wine

10th Annual Wit, Wisdom & Wine 
  Fundraiser for Rochester Public Library  
  Foundation

The Rochester Public Li-
brary Foundation held its 10th 
Annual Wit, Wisdom and Wine 
gala fundraising event on Sat-
urday, January 15, 2011. This 
unique event, which raised 
about $25,000 had a record 
number of 250 attendees. 
Throughout the evening, each 

attendee had a chance to listen to their choice of two speakers, 
socialize over wine and light refreshments, and outwit/outbid 
each other in the silent auction.

This year’s speakers had topics for everyone ranging from 
Economics, Politics, Pirates, Art, Music, and of course, Wine. 
The silent auction offered great items that were all donated by 
local library enthusiasts. There were piles of books, lots of wine, 
art prints, airplane rides, tickets to Minnesota Wild, and even a 
wing-backed chair up for bid. Gift certificates for CounterPoint, 
Great Harvest, zPizza, and even a psychic reading were also on 
the auction. 

The raffle winner of a piece of jewelry donated by Hight & 
Randall, Ltd. was Bruce Snyder. His wife, Vicki, chose the ring 
as her prize. Congratulations to both of you!

If you missed it this year, mark your calendar now for the 
11th Annual Wit, Wisdom and Wine event which will be held on 
Saturday, January 14, 2012.

This event wouldn’t be as successful as it is without the vol-
unteers who help the night of the event, the donors who supply 
us with silent auction and raffle items, the attendees who come 
to the event and those who bid on the silent auction items and 
purchase raffle tickets, and of course our sponsors: 

BridgeStreet World Wide and Think Mutual Bank were the 
main co-sponsors of the event.

Other sponsors included: 

Andy’s Liquor, Associated Bank, David and Lois Mar-
ris of Keller Williams Realty, Davies Printing, DoubleTree Ho-
tel, Daube’s Cakes and Bakery, Hight & Randall, Ltd., Barbara 
and Phil Henoch, Lasker Jewelers, Nigon Woodworks, Inc., US 
Bank, Windsor Financial, Paustis Wine Company, Finca Fli-
chman, and Anakena Chile.

More event photos available on Flickr.
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A Celtic Evening

On November 30th, we joined the world in 
celebrating St. Andrew’s Day with our own Celtic 
Evening fund-raiser for the Rochester Public 
Library Foundation at the DoubleTree Hotel. 

One hundred and thirty guests enjoyed the 
bagpipe music while browsing the silent auction 
and bucket raffle items. The Laird and Lady of 
Lochaber hosted the evening with an educational 
presentation about the history of whisky and 
then paired the spirits with such traditional Scot-
tish fares as poachers prize, roastit gruntie, and 
campit tatties: that’s smoked salmon, roast pork 
and mashed potatoes. 

This wasn’t just a sit-down-and-watch-a-pre-
sentation type of affair; the reading of limericks, 
men in kilts contest and the best ladies dress 
contest encouraged audience participation.  

This event raised just under $6,000. Pro-
ceeds will be used for Storytime Kits and furnish-
ings in the Children’s Divsion.

Thank you to our sponsors: Andy’s Liquor, 
DoubleTree Hotel, William Grant Supplier and 
Wirtz Beverages. 

Thank you to those who donated items for the 
silent auction, the bucket raffle, and to those who 
bought tickets to the event. 

A special thank you goes to the Laird and 
Lady of Lochaber for planning and hosting the 
evening.

More event photos available on 
Flickr.

http://bit.ly/bGvcJG
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From the Director’s Desk

Library Expansion - Will it Happen?
The library expansion was included in the list of projects 

slated for the sales tax extension. The list of projects was 
approved by the Rochester City Council in December. We 
are very excited to be included! Before library expansion can 
take place, the sales tax extension needs to get approval 
from two more entities: the state legislature and the voters of 
Rochester. Rochester has had a local sales tax since 1983. 
It has been of great value to Rochester, Olmsted County, 
and the State of Minnesota. Past projects included: flood 
control, local costs for Highway 52 and for other major City 
and County Arterial Road projects, and funding for Higher 
Education Facilities at RCTC and the University of Minne-
sota – Rochester. In 2010 the City had an extensive public 
process to identify projects for the sales tax extension. The 
library presentation was one of many that the citizen com-
mittee heard. The City is asking the state legislature to allow 
the Rochester citizens to have a referendum to extend the 
current half cent sales tax.

If the state legislature approves the referendum, then 
the citizens of Rochester will vote on whether they want to 
extend the sales tax. Only if both are approved will the library 
expansion take place. If the expansion takes place, here are 
our preliminary expectations:

• The third floor of the library would be completed and 
a fourth floor would be added above the rectangular 
portion of the library. The total addition on both floors 
would be approximately 30,000 square feet. (The 
current building is 85,470 square feet.)

• The entire amount the library requested was not ap-
proved. We don’t know yet exactly what that means 
for the library expansion, but we expect some of 
the space to be shelled in to be completed at a later 
date.

I know nothing is certain as the sales tax extension 
moves forward through its processes, but I am very jazzed 
to think about the possibilities of how we can better serve the 
public through a better space.

Audrey Betcher



What’s @ the Library?
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Adaptive Workstation
An adaptive workstation at the library empow-

ers visually impaired people to access the internet 
and printed material. It is equipped with Access 
Mobile, software that can be used by someone 
who doesn’t know a lot about computers and 
doesn’t want to learn a lot of keystrokes. By us-
ing the menus and the up and down arrow keys, 
persons with a visual disability can find what they 
want, press enter and listen to an Internet site be-
ing read. 

Dale Heltzer, a library patron, uses the adap-
tive workstation to access all kinds of things; the 

PB [Post Bulletin] is one example.  Dale likes to listen to the opin-
ion columns, local news, obituaries and “just what’s happening in 
the community.”  Dale utilizes the library’s adaptive workstation to 
learn and also to surf the Internet.

The adaptive workstation is equipped with a keyboard with 
large print letters and Braille on the keys. A connected scanner is 
available for scanning book pages or other documents that can be 
read aloud to the patron or translated into Braille and printed on 
the Braille printer. The adaptive workstation is available for patron 
use any time during regular library hours. Please check in at the 
second-floor reference desk for assistance getting started.

The adaptive workstation was made possible by financial sup-
port from the Lions Clubs of Rochester and by the Friends of the 
Rochester Public Library.

Downloadable eBooks, audio books and more!
Looking for a good book to read or listen to on your new eBook 

reader. The Rochester Public Library offers downloadable books in 
a variety of formats that play on many different devices including 
your computer (PC or Mac), e-book reader (Sony Reader, Nook), 
or smart phone (BlackBerry, Palm).  Most of the books in this cat-
egory can be downloaded to your computer/device for the check-
out period.  

When you’re ready to search for books, you can find most of 
our downloadable materials in the library’s digital catalog.  Books 
in this collection include eBooks for your Nook, Sony Reader, iPad, 
iPhone (or other compatible device).  The items in this collection 
are mainly fiction and popular non-fiction titles.  

If you’re looking for downloadable reference and research eB-
ooks (such as computer books business books, or more academic 
titles), set up a free Netlibrary account and search our online and 
downloadable books.

http://digital.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/
http://www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/apps/reference/Online_Resource/redirect.cfm?id=75&location=I&referrer=Alphabetical%20List&client_address=http://www.netlibrary.com


Rochester Wins Diversity Award for Hosting 
RACE exhibit

Remember when the library hosted the RACE exhibit last 
summer?

Four cities were honored on March 14, 2011, for 
implementing quality and innovative programs in 
communities to enhance and promote cultural diversity.  

Each year, the City Cultural Diversity Awards recognize city 
programs which encourage citizen involvement and show an 
appreciation of cultural diversity.  The awards are sponsored by 
the National Black Caucus of Local Elected officials (NBC LEO), 
a constituency group of the National League of Cities (NLC).

Cities honored for 2011 are: Southfield, MI, (first place, 
population category 25,001 – 100,000); Fargo, ND (runner-up, 
population category 25,001 – 100,000); Hollywood, FL, (first 
place, population category 100,001 – 400,000); and Rochester, 
MN, (runner-up population category 100,001 – 400,000).

In 2010, Rochester hosted the RACE: Are We So Different? 
exhibit, which examined race and racism by showcasing 
scientific, historical and cultural perspectives on race.  Through 
a collaboration of more than 53 organizations, businesses 
and school systems, including the Mayo Clinic’s Allied Health 
Diversity Committee, more than 37,000 people visited the exhibit, 
which created a community dialogue on issues of race in the 
community. 

Diversity Award
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Donors from August 1, 2010 - March  21 2011

Businesses/Organizations
Andy’s Liquor
Associated Bank
Byron Pet Clinic
Callaway Galleries
Chocolaterie Stam
Counterpoint
Dahl Dance Center
Daube’s Cakes & Bakery
Davies Printing
Doubletree Hotel Rochester
Flowers by Jerry
Friends of the Library
Great Harvest Bread Co
Hight & Randall Ltd, Personal Jeweler
History Center of Olmsted County
Lasker Jewelers
League of Women Voters Rochester
David & Lois Marris of Keller Williams Realty
Mayo Clinic Social Service Social Fund
Nigon Woodworks
O’Neill’s Pizza Pub
Panera Bread
Paustis Wine Co
People’s Cooperative Services
Premier Bank Rochester
Rochester Area Foundation
Rochester Kumon Center
RPL Staff Fund
Sargent’s Gardens
Seneca Foods
Judy & Jim Sloan Foundation
The Bread Baker
Think Mutual Bank
University of MN Bookstore
US Bank
Wendland Utz, Attorneys at Law
Windsor Financial Group
Zpizza

Individuals
Jean Abels
Lyle & Zoe Ann Abrahamson
Alexander  Lucille Adams
Mary Pat Adams
David & Susan Ahlquist
George & Dorothy Allen
Nancy Allsen
Peter & Bari Amadio
Mary Amundsen
Dan & Ginny Amundson
Emily Anderson
Kevin & Hollybeth Anderson

Barbara Koenig
Scott & Colleen Arnold
Donna Arntson
Mary & William Aronin
Elizabeth Atkinson
Naomi Atrubin
Raymond & Judith Auger
Dallas & Carol Ausrud
Bette Bach
Rita Balm
Patricia Barrier
William & Lora Beaupre
Lynette Beck
Chris Beckman
Robert & Phyllis Beery
Louis & Janet Behrens
John & Diane Beiswanger
Jane Belau
Lorraine & James Benike
Dulcie Berkman
Marge & Marvin Berreth
Rita Bertsch
Audrey Betcher & John Brockman
Madelyn Betcher
Mary Beyerle
Robert & Linda Birnbaum
Jeff & Emily Bond
Gerald & Denise Bonde
Christine Boos
Jean Boray
Don & Pat Borcherding
Victor & Addie Borja
Aleta Borrud & James Findlay
Vance & Becky Bosch
William & Mary Boyne
Rosemary & Dallas Bradshaw
Michael Brennan
Douglas & Tina Brown
Philip & Virginia Brown
Richard & Nancy Brubaker
Margie Brumm
George Buharin
Grace Burich
David & Jean Byer
John & Marge Byrne
Alan Calavano
Girard & Carol Calehuff
Jane & Mark Callahan
Patricia Calvert
Marilyn Campbell
Jane & Mary Campion
Paul & Margaret Carpenter
William & Mary Carr
Joe & Amy Cass Top



Donors from August 1, 2010 - March  21 2011
Steve & Marolee Christopherson
Robert & Kathleen Church
Jane Clark
Jim & Sue Clausen
Robert Cline
Jon & Diane Closson
Bill & Marcia Cochran
Chris & Suzanne Colby
Ryan & Audrey Colligan
Kathryn & Brian Cook
James & Joanna Coon
Mary Jo & Fernando Cosio
Casey & Sarah Crane
Edward Creagan
Chris Cross
Daniel & Maribeth Cullinane
Jerry & Toni Cunningham
Jack Cusma & Nadine Zwettler
Mary Dahlin
Eugene Dankbar
Cynthia & Jasper Daube
David & Barbara Daugherty
Patrick Dean & Joan Hunziker-Dean
Roxanne DeLaitsch
Randy & Kathy Demmer
Rhea Dickson
Lynn Didier
Nancy Dingel
John & Diane Dockerty
Allen & Marcia Dollerschell
Betty Jo Dorschner
Ken Downs
Beth DuBord
Bob Dunn
Joel Dunnette
Peter and Isabelle Dyck
Norm Eberhardt & Anita Reichert
Kay Eberman
John & Shirley Edmonson
Kimberly Edson
Dr. Richard & Dr. Ingeborg Emslander
Todd Copeman & Virginia Erbe
David Eton & Kathleen Yost
Susan C. Evans
Titus & Carol Evans
Susan Ewert
Beverly Fanning
Ann & Michael Farnell
Terese Farr
Mark Federspiel & Linda Gregory
Mike & Lisa Fink
Steven & Dawn Finnie
Richard & Carol Fishbune
Viola Fisher-Nelsen

Carol Fitzgerald
Marissa Fitzgibbons
Richard & Janet Fitzpatrick
Barbara A. Flasch
Charlene Fleeger
David & Carol Foley
Graydon Fosberg
David Freedman
Bob & Barb Frerker
Emil Frey
Nan Frie
Charles & Iris Fried
Robert & Theresa Friedhoff
W. Bruce & Lois Fye
Vladana Gajic-Zoric & Ognjen Gajic
Elizabeth Gallanis
Joni Gamm
G. Richard and Karen Geier
Kaylene Geiger
Raymond Gibbons
Kirk & Jennie Gill
James & Joan Gillespie
Susan Gillette
Nancy Gilliland
John & Sonia Gisvold
Violet Glasby
Phyllis & Sherwin Goldman
Andrew & Alison Good
Dorothy Gores
Colum & Una Gorman
Purna Gurung
Jack & Gloria Grabow
Mary Graf
Susan Stewart & Douglas Gras
Stefan Grebe & Ursula Mayr
Jeffrey & Mary Green
Ann & Michael Griese
Marcia & Larry Grimm
Lorne & Joan Grosso
Larry Guse & Christa Welbon
Beth & Dale Haaland
Wanda Hagquist
Richard & Majel Hall
Jane & Horace Hallman
Alan & Jolene Hansen
Mary Hansen
Sandra Hanson Family
Gail & Peter Harris
Mary Haugen Family
Guy & Judy Havelick
Frank & Dottie Hawthorne
Joan & Daniel Hayes
Chuck Hazama
Franz Hebl
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Donors from August 1, 2010 - March  21 2011

Werner & Pearl Heidel
Diane Hellie
John Hendrickson
Barbara & Phillip Henoch
Bobbie & John Herrell
Brent Hilgart
Tom & Nancy Hockert
Sandra Hohberger
Melvin & Arlene Hoopman
Ann Hoven
Lois & Paul Hruska
John & Mary Lou Hunziker
James & Linda Huprich
John & Jan Iverson
Jean Jahn
Med & Jackie James
Mary & Raymond Jewison
Gordon Johnson
Nancy Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Frank A. Jost III
Mary Jurisson
James & Eileen Jursik
Kerry & Val Kaliszewski
David & Michelle Kallmes
Jeannine Karnes
Philip & Catherine Karsell
Patrick & Lori Keane
Sandy & Marion Keith
Patricia Keith
Robert and Sarah Keller
Lois Ruth Kennel
Joe & Dalene Kitslaar
Rudolph & Frieda Klassen
Nancy Klema
Paul & Karen Koeller
Tomoko Kokmen
Jim & Muriel Kositzke
Jay & Jennifer Koski
M. Pauline Krieger
Yogish Kudva & Shyamala Bhat
Aldean Kuehl
Riten Kumar
Nancy J. Larson
Stephen Lehmkuhle
Dotty & Doug Leimer
Tom & Sue Lemke
Vivita Leonard
Mary Leppala
Marie-France Letendre
Beverly & David Lewis
Tina Liebling & Mark Liebow
Brian Lind & Dawn Littleton
Dorothy Lindvig
Lauri Hassinger & Steven Link

Leslie & Robert Litwiller
Kris & Mark Litzow
G. Richard & Jean Locke
Marilyn Lovik
Lisa Lundquist
Marlene & Kenton Lynne
Mary Madden
Bani Mahadeva
J. T. and Ruth Mangan
Mr. & Mrs. M. Markland
Randolph & Catherine Marks
David & Lois Marris
James & Cynthia Martenson
Charlotte Matti
Stan & Amy Mayer
Karen McCubbin
Charles & Glenda McDonnell
Jim & Peggy McEvoy
Joe & Clarice McGlinch
Helen & Bryan McIver
Sue McMillan
Michael McNeil
Curtis & Mary Meier
Dr. & Mrs. J.F. Mellinger
Walter Menning
Peggy Menzel
Robert & Johanna Meyer
Kathleen Meyerle & James Marttila
June & Glenn Miller
Ardyth Minett
Louise Moe
Peg Moe
Moen Law Firm
Diane & Russell Moench
David & Tina Mohr
Daniel & Nadene Moore
Mike & Ruth Ann Morgan
Richard Moulton & Kristi Frost
Stanley & Donna Mujwid
Cathleen Murphy
Julie Murray
Mike Murray
Sri & Anu Nair
Bradly & Terry Narr
Audrey M. Nelson
Carla Nelson
Donald & Diane Nelson
Mark & Gwenn Neville
Frank Nichols
Sylvie Nickel
James Nieling
Todd & Diane Nippoldt
Joseph Nix
Sue Norell Top
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Michael & Colleen O’Connell
Susan Oddsen
Dorothy Ogg
Paul & Beverly Olander
Amaria & Patrick O’Leary
Kathy Olson
Anneliese Opitz
Bob & Ginny Padzieski
Dudley & Peg Parsons
Ronald & Sheila Paukert
Patricia Perkins
Daniel & Kristi Pesch
Bret & Karen Petersen
Amelia & Brian Pickering
Rebecca A. Pierce
Irv & Maureen Plitzuweit
Michael & Stephanie Podulke
Warren & Mary Potter
Brian Purrington
Michael & Diane Quinn
Marv & Candy Ramsay
James & Virginia Ranweiler
Mavis Rausch
Michael Reed
George Reid
Jane Reiman
James & Judith Remington
Carol Reynolds
Thomas & Carolyn Richards
Ron & Carole Richardson
Mary Alice Richardson
Dale & Barb Richter
Bill & Audrey Richter
Susan & Raymond Ricketts
Merlin & Karen Ricklefs
Marilyn & Steve Riederer
Mary Riles
Erik & Elizabeth Ritman
Joan Rockwell
Lisa & Kirk Rodysill
David & Patrice Roe
Kathryn Rohrbacher
Sue & George Romano
Marilyn Ronning
Richard & Joanne Rosener
Michael Russell
David Sadler
Bryce Samuelson
Ann Sand
Paula Santrach
Paul & Maggie Scanlon
Margaret Schafer
Ruth Schafer
Annie Schmidt

Elaine Schmidt
Steven & Mary Jane Schmitt
Freda Schneider
Terri Dugan & Van Schwartz
Diane Schwinghammer
Benjamin & Sarah Scott
Ronald & Theresa Seeger
RoseMarie Seegmiller
Linda Seime
Alan Sessler
Barbara Seydel
Jon Shallop & Anne Beiter-Shallop
Frank & Lynda Sharbrough
Michael & Marilyn Sheehan
JoAnn & Richard Sheldon
Pneena & Sheldon Sheps
Robert & Mary Sheridan
Tom & Janice Sherman
Betty Shimek
Clifford & Annette Sjolund
James & Judith Sloan
Emily Smith
Greg Warner & Jill Smith
Carol Smyrk
Bruce & Victoria Snyder
Barb Sorensen
Ralph & Naomi Spiekerman
Brenda & Bruce Staats
Anthony & Lena Stans
Carolyn Stanson
Katherine Stecher
Mark & Charis Stenberg
Dean & Julie Stenehjem
Andy Stehr
Mark & Julie Stevens
Mona Stevermer
Terrence & Donna Stewart
Walter & Dorothy Stobaugh
Kenneth & Ione Stoltenberg
Doris & Clayton Stowe
Abel Subia
Nobu & Beth Suginaka
Randy Sutter
David & Barbara Swart
Sylvia Swede
Harry & Dolly Swedlund
Joanne & Phil Swenson
Glenn & Patricia Tabor
James & Joyce Talen
Rodney & Janis Tanner
Friends & Family of Mary Tarara
Judith Keller Taylor
Judith Thistle
Bruce & Terri Thomas Top
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Dick & Elvie Thompson
Dennis Tooley
Curtis W. Torgerson
Jane & David Townsend
John & Patty Trnka
Stephen & Julie Troutman
Nora Dooley & Joon Uhm
Monica Van Kirk
Richard & Marian Van Dellen
Glenn & Ella Vanlaningham
Larry Vareberg
Grant Volkman
John Waciuma
John Wade
Paul & Deanne Walding
Carolyn Wall
Pauline Walle
Patricia Walsh
Ellen Ward
James & Mary Warren
George F. Waters
Michael & Rogene Watson
Roger & Sarabeth Watson
Richard & Lily Weinshilboum
Dr & Mrs Arnold M. Weissler
Joyce Wenz

Boodie Werbel
Nancy Werning
Westerland Family
Barbara Westmoreland
Phil & Sue Wheeler
Jack & Patricia Whisnant
Earlene Wickre
Bill Wiktor & Elaine Case
David & Aileen Williams
Kenneth & Martha Williamson
Dorothy Willkomm
Marie Wilson
Jack & Irene Wiltsie
Van & Adeline Winkle
Merl & Twila Winter
Charles & Barbara Withers
Tom & Diane Witzig
Lynn & Dennis Wong
Joyce Wood
Ruthann Yaeger
Ronald & Judith Yaggy
J. Herman & Marilyn Yates
Paul Zellweger and Ebbie Stewart
Paulette & Mike Zenner
Beata & Russell Zincke

I would like to give: $__________   
Please make checks payable to Rochester Public Library Foundation
___  Materials        ___  Endowment Fund          ___  Where Needed
My gift will be matched by: ________________________________________________________________
Donor listings & acknowledgments   ___   My name may be included    ___  Please do not include my name
    Please write name(s) as you would prefer in donor listings: _____________________________________
___  $500 for Book-A-Year Endowment   
	 Name for bookplate: _________________________________ in honor of/ in memory of  (circle one)
	 Name for Acknowledgment (plaques and listings): ____ honoree’s name    _____ my name
   Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________  City: ________________  State: ______  Zip: ______
Telephone: _________________________   e-mail: _____________________________________

Thank you for your tax-deductible support of the Rochester Public Library Foundation.

Thank you for your continued support.
For your convenience, online donations are now accepted or use the form below 
and mail to:
Rochester Public Library Foundation
101 Second Street SE
Rochester, MN 55904
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