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Libraries Change Lives

Libraries Change Lives

Heather, Nick, Tess and Jack Christy visited the library
after commenting about the library on facebook. The comment ref-
erenced the fact that it is easy to find books in the Children’s area
owing to the way books are displayed rather than having to know,
use, and understand the Dewey Decimal System, particularly when
you are 4 2 and 3 years old.

The family moved to Rochester three years ago from down-
town New York City, East 33 St. and 2nd Ave. Nick worked at IBM.
Jack was a year and a half, Heather was pregnant with Tess and a
small one-bedroom was not working.

Nick was able to transfer to IBM in Rochester. One of their pri-
orities was to visit the library and get cards; they actually got library
cards before they got a phone. They had been frequent visitors to
their neighborhood branch library in New York although had not
used the main library. They were regulars at the story times in the
branch library that was similar to a house, small in size but three
stories. The room that the Storytime was held in had sliding doors
that could be closed. They used interlibrary loans quite often and
are favorably impressed with ILLs here in Rochester. They also
feel that we have great collections overall and particularly like the
music available and the graphic novels.

They were very pleased when the library brought Charles
Baxter (The Soul Thief) to visit as he was a favorite author. They
felt bad that only a dozen or so people were in attendance owing to
a scheduling conflict with a Viking/Packers game, but were happy
they got quality time with the author.

Jack has read everything in the library and the state system
about high speed trains and is ready to move to Japan so that he
can ride the bullet train. He is also a huge fan of dinosaurs and is
beginning to delve into Space;
he was checking out our Space
Storytime Kkit.

Tess'’s favorite at the mo-
ment is Madeline, especially
Madeline’s Rescue and Mad-
eline the Bad. Another favorite
is Leonardo the Terrible Monster
by Mo Willems (Knuffle Bunny).
She was dressed in her ballerina
outfit and doing plie’s for the
camera.

Overall, they have enjoyed
living in Rochester although they
are headed back to the East
coast for a visit, soon. The entire
. family enjoys the library.
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Audrey Betcher

From the Director’s Desk

Sales tax use request

The library made a presentation to the Rochester sales
tax advisory committee on September 1, 2010 and made the
case for a two-floor expansion and renovation of the first two
floors.

In 1993, it was estimated that our service population in
2015 would be 118,227. In 2010 the library’s service popula-
tion is already at 140,105. In current projections, the library’s
service population in 2015 is estimated to be 150,271 which
is 32,044 more than expected during the building planning
process.

It was estimated that the library’s collection in 2015 would
be 408,000. At the end of 2009, the library’s physical col-
lection (not counting electronic books, audios, etc.) stood at
433,360.

The addition of two floors will add an anticipated 30,000
additional square feet and remodeling the existing two floors
will allow for more material for all ages (especially children
and young adults), increased space for computers and a
training lab, and more meeting rooms to allow for more pro-
gramming for all ages as well as to provide more community
gathering space. Based on the anticipated growth of the city
and county, this will meet the needs of our community until
2030-2035.

Libraries generally expand in one of two ways: expand an
existing structure or build a branch. The Rochester Public Li-
brary Board carefully considered both options before recom-
mending the option to expand the current building.

The key factors:

+ The ongoing operating costs for a branch, particu-
larly in staffing, are significantly higher compared to
expanding the downtown library.

* The Rochester Public Library is easily accessible by
car or bus. Accessibility will only improve based on
recommendations from the Downtown Rochester
Master Plan.

The estimated cost of the project is $18,200,000. The
basis of the estimate is three-fold: a structural study from
BKBM to verify the ability to go to four floors, working with
a library architect from Meyer, Scherer and Rockcastle, Ltd,
and cost estimating from CPMI.

The Rochester Public Library serves the city of Roches-
ter and Olmsted County residents. Because Rochester is an
employment hub and the Rochester Public Library has the
largest collection and the most services in the region, the
library serves regional residents too. Because of the library’s
proximity to the Mayo Clinic, the library serves visitors from

all over the nation and all over the world. Top



What's @ the Library?

Homework Help

Here are just a few of the comments we’ve received from
students regarding Rochester Public Library’s online homework
assistance program:

“My tutor kept on helping me till | understood everything!”

“I was so confused with all of my algebra homework, where |
got to the point | wanted to just give up. Then | heard from a friend
to try [Brainfuse] and busted my confidence for algebra 100 times
more. Thank you for organizing this wonderful website!”

“This is one of the best study sites out there.”

“I think that this program is very helpful. | stress “helpful” very
much. I'm taking college courses from the U of M, and HelpNow
has helped me on problems | was stumped on. | would be very
sad if this program was taken away, and | would strongly recom-
mend this for everyone. It is a great tool.”

“Ok so | have improved my math by 80% in three weeks. | feel
so good inside and out. Thank you BrainFuse.”

The online homework assistance program began in Septem-
ber, 2008, and significantly increased the library’s reach in pro-
viding homework help. The service is offered online through the
library’s Web page (www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/tutor) and con-
nects students to tutors in their specific subject area(s) of need.

Through the program, tutors can be accessed from the stu-
dent’s home or from any location with an Internet connection. For
getting homework assistance—whether at the library or through
other community programs—transportation has been identified as
a significant barrier for students. The library’s online tutors help
address this barrier. In fact, during the 2009-2010 school year, stu-
dents sought help from the library’s online tutors more than 5,100
times. That’s a 39% increase in use over the previous school year!

The average cost of a tutoring session is $4 — truly a small
amount to help our students
succeed. The cost of the
service for the 2010-2011
school year is $20,500.

Private dollars entirely
fund the online homework
assistance program through
the Rochester Public Li-
brary Foundation. Without
this private assistance, the
Library could not continue to
provide this innovative and
effective service.

o

Ho’éorl‘:‘? Help!

www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org/tutor
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uesoay
30€h November

Welcome 6:00 pm

Smuall plates served 7:00 pm
Whisky €asting

Pipes

Limericks

Men in Kil€s contest 8:00 pm
Rafgfle/silent auction

Hos€ted by: Laird and Lady of Lochaber
(Drs. Bryan ano Helen Mclver)

Sponsored by:
W ir€tz Beverages
Doubletree

Earlybird registration $50 per person.
Afrter 15€h October $60 per person.

Please considoer making a donation if you cannot atteno.

Help promote your business while supporting the library by
oonating items or services of value for €he silent auction.

Register online www.rochesterpubliclibrary foundation.
org/cel€ic.html or by calling: 507-328-2343.
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LOL4RPL fundraiser

Rochester Public Library Foundation
hosted fundraiser at Goonies
Comedy Club

For those who may not be familiar with textese, LOL4RPL =
Laugh Out Loud for Rochester Public Library. Approximately 70
people spent an enjoyable, laugh-packed evening at Goonie’s
Comedy Club with comedians Michael Callahan and John Bush.
The library’s own Nathan Hall served as emcee for the night.

Attendees enjoyed a fabulous buffet dinner and cash bar.
There was spirited buying of raffle tickets for the bucket raffle with
packages including great books, music, wine, items to pamper
Mom, games and entertainment.

Michael Callahan delivered up-tempo humor mined from his
very typical life populated with the young, the old, the single and
the married. John Bush’s comedy covered it all from his child-
hood relocation from Hawaii to Minnesota to his UFO sighting in
New York City. His act was filled with rich characters, spot-on
impressions and even a disgruntled squirrel.

Proceeds will be used to support the mission and vision of the
Rochester Public Library Foundation.

1

i

John Bush

Wednesday
March 24

Doors open: 5:30
Buffet served: 6:00
Show starts: 7:00
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http://michael-callahan.com/about.html
http://johnbushcomedy.com/HOME.html

Threads of our Community

“The Rochester Public
Library is a gathering place
for the entire community. As
you spend time in the library,
you see people of all walks of
life, all ages, various income
levels, and many countries of
origin. When the Library was
approached to partner with the
Mayo Clinic and host the exhibit
RACE: Are We So Different?,
we became enthusiastic part-
ners.

The Threads of Our Com-
munity quilt was conceived by
staff and volunteers as a work
of art that complements the
exhibit and highlights the diver-
sity in the community making
Rochester a fabulous place to
live. Like the quilt that is greater
as a whole than any one block,
our community becomes stron-
ger by adding points of view and
coming together to build on our
strengths.”

~ Audrey Betcher, Library
Director

Library volunteer, Annette
Sjolund, fondly recalls, “I was
approached by library staff to
/ help with a little quilt project.”
o\ Little did any of us know the
N project would grow into some-
thing much larger. We hoped to
create a small piece of col-
laborative art highlighting our
diverse community. Artists were
encouraged to submit blocks for
a quilt that—while celebrating
their needlework and fiber art
skills—would also recognize the
larger diversity theme by reflect-
ing their cultures and heritages.
The response far exceeded
all of our expectations. We
received 55 blocks represent-
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Threads of our Community - continued

ing 40 different countries/cultures/backgrounds and a variety of
needlework skills. Some artists tried to capture their perceptions
or images of their home countries. Some represented a social
group or organization that had become representative of their
cultures. Others showed symbols of what they defined as their
culture, such as a home language or a country’s crest.

Each block has a story reflecting the artist’s background.
Some artists learned the craft as a hobby; for some it was a ne-
cessity; and for others, it was a family tradition. The quilt provides
an opportunity for the artists to “chronicle” their journey, showcas-
es their talent and recognizes that our unique perspectives can
enrich everyone’s lives.

This endeavor would not have been possible without the dedi-
cation of our amazing quilters, Karen Koeller and Annette Sjol-
und, who spent countless hours bringing this vision to life. Their
creativity in weaving 55 distinct blocks into a single piece of art is
truly inspiring.

The Threads of Our Community quilt is an art project dem-
onstrating that there is a place for all people in the fabric of our
society. The quilt hangs in the main stairwell of our library as a
commemoration of the diverse skills, talents and heritages found
here in our very own community.

On Sunday, May 16, the Friends of the Library hosted a quilt
unveiling ceremony with the artists and their families in atten-
dance.

The ceremony began with a Native American dance in the
library lobby. After the dance, the attendees had the opportunity
to walk through the RACE exhibit one day before it was open to
the public. The ceremony continued in the library auditorium with
refreshments, an Indian classical dance, acknowledgment of the
artists who participated in the quilt project and the sponsors who
funded it, and closed with a bagpipe performance.

Each artist was given a copy of Threads of our Community
Quilt: the Stories behind the Quilt Blocks and one copy is avail-
able on the new wooden podium (designed and hand-crafted
by John Hunziker) which is installed on the second-floor railing
directly across from the quilt. Reprints of the book will be avail-
able in the Friends Bookstore, soon! The library is also getting
two hardbound copies to keep in the collection. It will be available
for check-out.

Thank you to the sponsors:

FedEx Offices Print and Ship

Friends of the Library

Photos by KID

Quilters’ Sew-ciety

Rochester Community Education
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A-Mazing Bench

If you haven't already noticed, there is a five-foot-long bench
in front of the library. This is another project done by the AARTS
Council as street art, as the goose was and was purchased by
the Judy and Jim Sloan Foundation.

The bench will stay outside. It has mazes on the back and
seat. Feel free to work them out with your finger—nothing sharp!

It was designed and painted by a man named Mike Snyder
who loves puzzles.




Donors from February 24 - July 31, 2010

Businesses/Organizations
Andy’s Liquor

Assisi Drive Animal Hospital
Associated Bank

Bank of America Foundation
Bernice Krug Donor Designated Fund
Byron Pet Clinic/Kristi Frost
Creative Cuisine Company

Davies Printing Company
Doubletree Rochester Downtown
Dave & Lois Marris of Edina Realty
Flowers By Jerry

Friends of Rochester Public Library
Great Clips

Hight & Randall, Ltd

IBM Corporation

Jasper’s Alsatian Bistro & Wine Bar
John Hardy’s Bar-B-Q Inc

Mayo Foundation

Goonie’s Comedy Club

Moen Law Firm

Noodles & Company

Olmsted Medical Center
Pharmaceutical Specialties Inc
Rec Mini Golf

Rochester Civic Music

Rochester Civic Theatre

Rochester Park & Rec

RPL Staff Fund

Treasure Island Resort & Casino

U S. Bancorp Foundation

Vertigo Theatre Factory

Walmart Stores Inc

Winona State University

Individuals

Albert Abbott

Curtis & Julia Accola
Vicki Allen

Angie Allers

Adella Andersen

Del & Kathy Anderson
Millicent Anderson
Master of Science Education students
Delores Applen
Stephen Arkin

John Bachman

Mary Barrett

Bill & Lora Beaupre
Barbara N. Beck
George & Selby Beeler
Phyllis & Bob Beery
Connie Benjamin

Paul & Joan Benjamin
Diane Bennett

Phyllis & Tony Berman
Audrey Betcher

Madelyn Betcher

Mark & Lori Bilderback
Jane F. Bisel

Carol Bitton

Lori A. Blauwet

Victor & Addie Borja

Bill & Mary Ann Boyne

O. William & Ann Bruins
Jay & Joann Bunke

Betty Buri

Shelley Burkhardt

Alan Cameron

Marilyn Campbell

Rick Cardiff

Jean Carlson

Marc Carpenter

Rene Chartier & Marilyn Morton
Mary Cheney

Paul & Annette Chmielewski
Darryl & Joan Chutka
Thomas & Shirley Colson
Daniel Connolly
Fernando & Mary Jo Cosio
Scott, Todd, Joel & Bruce Daniels
Susanne Todd Daood
Barbara Daugherty
Donald & Jonelle Davidson
Randy & Kathy Demmer
Betty & Dick Devine
Bette Dines

Ms. Eleith Doane

Al & Marcia Dollerschell
Margaret Dougherty

Beth DuBord

David & Ann Dykstal

J. Ralph Edwards

Judith Eggler

Kathleen Eppard
Barbara Erbe

Ginny Erbe

Dave & Vicki Erickson
Don & Jan Etnier

Titus & Carol Evans
Timothy & Cheryl Fedje
Fran & Roger Field

Joe & Alice Fishburn
Ruth A. Flatla

Charlene Fleeger

Ed & Nan Frie

Barbara & Alan Fritsche
Stephen & Monica Frytak
Dean & Judith Funk
Carol Geerdes

Joseph & Josephine Gibilisco
Top



Donors from August 3, 2009 - February 23, 2010

Nancy Gilliland

James & Donna Glaser
Yolanda Garces & Joseph Gliniecki
Phyllis & Sherwin Goldman
Ann Griese

Sandra Gruszynski

Purna Gurung

Jeanne Haben

Mary Claire Hachmeister
Deanna Hahn

Richard & Maijel Hall
David & Judy Harris

Emily & Jed Harris

Gail & Peter Harris

Victor & Barbara Hartman
Mary Hauser

Frank & Dottie Hawthorne
Mavis & Gary Heath
Glenn & Cynthia Heins
Jerry & Roxan Hemann
Lowell Henderson

Ethel Herrick

Henrietta Hewitt

Virginia Hinzmann

Tim & Kristen Hobday
Alan & Judy Hoffman
Wayne & Betty Houser
John & Mary Lou Hunziker
John & Ellen Huston
Phyllis Jacobs

Jim & Debby Jacobsen
Dave & Deb Jacobson
Jean & Jim Jahn

Lorraine Jensen

Trudy Jewell

William & Jean Johnson
David & Carole Joyce

Rick & Cyndie Kahn
Nancy Kampmeier

Bill & Jeannine Karnes
Philip & Catherine Karsell
Patricia Keith

Lois Kennel

Steve & Judy Kereakos
Tomoko Kokmen

Garry Kolb

Jen & Jay Koski

Evidia Kronebusch
Shyamala R. Bhat & Yogish C. Kudva
Robert & Charlene Kyle
Rose Laabs

George & Cecelia Lamb
Betty Alicia Larson

Clifford & Kathleen Lawrence
Harlan & Gladys Lecuyer
Ray & Betty Lee

Stephen & Cynthia Lehmkuhle

Dotty & Doug Leimer
Mary Leppala

Matt & Laurel Light
Joanne Linnes

Walt Lorber

Marilyn J. Lovik

Lisa Lundquist

Kevin Maclean

Ruth Mangan

Frank & Judy Mclimail
Donald & Alice Mcllrath
Helen & Bryan Mclver
Robert & Ruth Ann Miles
Marie Wynne Miller
Louise Moe

Ken & Mary Moen

Keith & Mary Moon

Jean Mortenson

Herb & Betty Mueller
Thomas & Janet Munger
Margaret Nelson

Susan & Michael Nelson
Mark Neville

Beth Nienow

Tom & Katie O’'Brien
William & Heidi Oehler
Oftedahl Family

David Oliver

Alice Olson

Kathy Olson

Edna Owen

Marion Parkinson
Joseph & Barbara Parks
Tim Penny

Lawrence & Harlean Perry
Katherine Piderman
John & Liz Pokorski
Mavis Rausch

William Reilly

Bert & Jane Reiman
Karen Reopelle

Brenda Rew

Thomas & Carolyn Richards
Bill & Audrey Richter
Merlin & Karen Ricklefs
Erik & Elizabeth Ritman
Edward & Connie Rosenow
Shirley Rossi

Miriam & Melvyn Rothman
Sue Rothschild

Michael Russell

Ann Sand

Richard & Beverly Sanders
Margaret M. Schafer
Ruth Schafer

Bonnie Scharlow

Millicent Scheevel
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Donors from August 3, 2009 - February 23, 2010

Annie Schmidt

Roland & Elaine Schmidt
Rachel Schroeder

Robert & Carolyn Sedlack
Alan & Martha Sessler
Robert Dunn & Joyce Sharp
Marilyn Sheehan

Richard & JoAnn Sheldon
Thomas & Janice Sherman
Betty Shimek

Jim & Carol Shipman

Judy & Jim Sloan

Joan Smith

Carol Smyrk

Brenda & Bruce Staats
Marietta & John Steck
Andrew Stehr

Pat Stephenson

Yvonne & Syl Sterioff

Mark & Julie Stevens

Doris & Clayton Stowe
Rich & Mary Streit

Kathy Sullivan & Mark Frederickson
Harry & Delores Swedlun
Doug & Joan Sween
Joanne Swenson

Joe & Cecelia Szurszewski
Mary Tarara

Judith Keller Taylor

Dy S Teng

Curtis Torgerson

Stephen & Julie Troutman
Wathana Try

Sandra Tschida

Jan Ulrich

Patricia A. & Alan G. Vick
Ann & Chris Viozzi
Beatrice Vold

Pauline Walle

Emmerson Ward

Greg Warner & Jill Smith
Mary Ellen & Mark Warner
Rogene & Michael Watson
Thomas & Mary Welp
Joyce Wenz

Barbara Westmoreland
Jack & Patricia Whisnant
Bill Wiktor & Elaine Case
Marie Wilson

Paul & Jean Wittmer

Jane Wolfram

Sher Wood

Anne & Bill Worthington
JoAnn Yaggy

Kathe A. Yoss

Warren & Helen Zimmerman
Beata & Russell Zincke

Thank you for your continued support.
For your convenience, online donations are now accepted or use the form below

and mail to:

Rochester Public Library Foundation

101 Second Street SE
Rochester, MN 55904

I would like to give: $ |
Please make checks payable to Rochester Public Library Foundation
I _ Materials _ Endowment Fund ~ Where Needed I
I My gift will be matched by: |
I Donor listings & acknowledgments My name may be included  Please do not include my name I
Please write name(s) as you would prefer in donor listings:
| _ $500 for Book-A-Year Endowment |
| Name for bookplate: in honor of/ in memory of (circle one) |
Name for Acknowledgment (plaques and listings):  honoree’s name my name
I Name: I
| Address: City: State: Zip: |
I Telephone: e-mail: I
i Thank you for your tax-deductible support of the Rochester Public Library Foundation. i
L---------------------------‘
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http://www.rochesterpubliclibraryfoundation.org/donation/index.cfm

