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The Coylewrights are a library family. 
Jeremy and his four kids, Willa, 3, An-
gel, 5, Indigo, 9, and Izaia, 12, stopped 
by the Children’s Division recently 
to talk with John Hunziker about the 
changes that are coming to the library 
and to share some of their ideas. The 
Coylewrights are frequent library us-
ers, who enjoy the collections, ser-
vices and programs of the Children’s 
Division.

John asked the kids to tell their fa-
vorite thing about the library: BOOKS 
was the resounding answer. The kids 
all love to read and always take home 
as many books as they can carry. The 
family enjoys a wide variety of mate-
rials including picture books, chapter 
books, graphic novels and magazines. 
One of the newest activities available 
in the Children’s Division is Letterbox-
ing. Letterboxing is a treasure hunting 
activity that is practiced by people all 
over the world. There are seventeen 
letterboxes hidden in the Children’s 
Division at RPL and Izaia has found 
each and every one. Letterboxes con-
tain a unique rubber stamp and a jour-
nal. Izaia collected the images from 
each box in her journal and stamped 
her personal stamp in each letterbox 
journal. Letterboxers are welcome 
anytime the library is open and the 
Children’s Division has already seen 
several out-of-town letterboxers. If 
you’ve never letterboxed, but would 
like to give it a try, ask for more infor-
mation at the Children’s desk.
Jeremy talked about his dreams for 
the Children’s Division. He would like 
the area to have a more child-friendly 
appearance and provide more hands-
on activities. He recommended areas 
for kids to explore art and music, the 

more interactive, the better. He also 
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The Coylewrights: Izaia, Indigo, Angel and 
Willa using the self-check machine.

Jeremy reading to Angel and Willa.
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The Coylewrights, continued...

suggested an area for families to relax 
and learn together. Since there are no 
limits to dreams, Jeremy shared his wish 
for an indoor park like Edinborough 
Park in Edina and a drop in childcare to 
give adults some alone time to look for 
library materials.
The great news for the Coylewrights 
and the rest of the Rochester commu-
nity is that some of these changes have 
already begun. Heather Acerro, Head 
of Children’s Services and her staff are 
working to bring many improvements 
to the division in 2012. The first of these 
changes was the introduction of an In-
formation Desk and a new bank of self 
check-out machines just outside of the 
department. All circulation functions 
moved to the main public services desk 
on June 1st, which will free up staff in 
the Children’s Division to provide target-
ed services and activities to children and 
their families.

The entrance to the division will be updated with a fun bridge 
and a new aquarium featuring fish native to Minnesota. Don’t 
worry, Big Orange Fish will still have a home on the tropical 
side of the aquarium! A Discovery Cart will be rolled in which 
will provide families with an opportunity to explore science 
activities together and an Art Room will encourage families 
to get creative. Kids who start school ready to learn to read 
will be more successful readers and learners and will be 
much more likely to graduate from high school. Five simple 
early literacy practices are the answer to a lifetime of success 
and they are: playing, reading, writing, singing and talking. 
The picture book area will be transformed into a place for 
preschoolers and their grown-ups to play, read, sing, write 
and talk together.
While under construction, the Children’s Division will still 
provide a full range of programs and services, including the 
Summer Reading Program and a new baby storytime, both 
of which started in June.

Izaia and Indigo finding Letterboxes.
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From the Director’s Desk

Strategic Planning
What’s the first thing that comes to mind when you hear 
the words Strategic Planning”? A dusty binder on a book 
shelf? Something you do every few years and then forget 
about? The Library Board is embarking on a process to 
set direction and rewrite its strategic plan. Honestly, I’m 
very excited about it.
We are using the book Strategic Planning for Results by 
Sandra Nelson and published by the Public Library As-
sociation to guide us in the process. We are convening 
members of our community (Community Planning Com-
mittee) to define a vision for the community and tell us 
how the library best fits into that vision. 
We are doing this for several reasons:
• Excellence is defined locally. It results when library 

services match community needs, interest, and pri-
orities. 

• Excellence is possible for libraries of all sizes. It rests 
more on commitment than on unlimited resources.

• Excellence is a moving target. What got us here, won’t 
get us into the future. Excellence must be continually 
maintained.

The Library Foundation and Friends of the Library are 
participating in the planning process by having repre-
sentatives on both the Ad Hoc Planning Committee and 
the Community Planning Committee. The Library Board 
expects to have the plan complete by the end of the year.
This won’t be a strategic plan that becomes dusty on a 
shelf; I can guarantee that!

Audrey Betcher



What’s @ the Library?
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In late May, John 
Hunziker received an 
email asking him to 
contact Trica Katzen-
berger about a do-
nation that her Girl 
Scout Troop #43101 
wanted to make to 
the library. Her girls 
had raised a signifi-
cant amount of mon-
ey through cookie 
sales and wanted to 
donate $175.00 to 
the library.
John met Trica, along 
with Julia, Ava, and 

Alicia, at the library. 
The fourth member 
of the troop, Mykailia, 

was not able to make it due to 
family responsibilities. As they 
walked and talked, John heard 
their story. Julia had sold 696 
boxes, Ava 160, Alicia 240 and 
Mykailia 130, over 1200 between 
them. They receive, as a troop, 
56 cents for each box sold. The 
girls put together a list of places 
that they think that they might 
donate to and then very demo-
cratically, vote. This year they 
chose the library and Quarry Hill 
Nature Center.
The library will use the donation 

for Mini Storytime Kits. These will 
be a smaller, easier to handle 
version of the blue and yellow 

tubs that weigh up to 35 pounds. The kits contain hand pup-
pets, books, games, puzzles and other items that pertain to 
a them.
As we were exchanging the check, I asked they why they 
chose the library this year. “I love to come to the library”, “I 
read books all the time”, and “I’m a real bookworm”. Perfect 
answers.

Girl Scouts Donate to the Foundation

Girl Scouts from Troop #43101:  Ava, Alicia and Julia

A mini storytime kit “All about Bugs!”



What do you get when 
you mix Shakespeare, 
English ales and a tra-
ditional English meal? 
A bloody fun evening in 
support of the Rochester 
Public Library Founda-
tion. On Thursday April 
26th the Foundation 
hosted an English Eve-
ning at the DoubleTree 
Hotel in downtown Roch-
ester. This was the sec-
ond event in the Foun-
dation’s Cultural Event 
Series which began last 
year with the Celtic Eve-
ning.
Attendees, some in cos-
tume, had a ripping good 
time tasting various ales 
and a stout paired with 
a delicious four-course 
English meal. Our em-
cee for the evening was 

Pastor C. John Steer; a lo-
cal Brit and true English 
gentleman. We learned 
a little bit about Her Maj-
esty Queen Elizabeth, St. 
George, and Shakespeare. 
We also learned how to do 
a proper English toast.

The evening also included a silent auction and a bucket raffle 
as well as a presentation of The Compleat Works of Shake-
speare (Abridged) which closed the evening with hearty 
laughter.
Proceeds from the event were just over $5000 and will help 
support programs in the Children’s Division, including Mini 
Storytime Kits, Book Group in a Bag, and materials.

Look for photos of the event on Flickr.
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What’s @ the Library?Cultural Event Series - English Evening

English Evening attendees dressed up for a jolly-good 
time.

L-R: Dave Marris, C. John Steer, Lois Marris, Chantal 
O’Driscoll, and Shawn O’Driscoll.

http://http://www.flickr.com/photos/rochpublibrary/


New Desk Area
There are some big changes coming up in the 
Children’s area and a new desk area is just one 
of them. The new desk hasn’t arrived yet, but 
there is a make-shift set up in the area where 
the new one will be. The children’s librarians 
will now be focusing on library services such 
as helping patrons find books they want or 
need, creating child and family-friendly activi-
ties and events, promoting early literacy, etc. 
From now on, they will no longer be taking 
care of card registrations, fee payments, or 
book check outs; those functions have been 
centralized to the Public Service desk.
The old desk will be taken away to make room 
for lots of new fun and exciting activities for 
the children to do while they’re at the library. 
There will be science experiments, arts and 
crafts, puzzles and games, oh my! The office 
space that takes up the first part of the Chil-
dren’s area will be transformed into an art 
room!
Funds from the Library Foundation and 
Friends of the Library helped make these 
improvements possible. Check out these 
photos and concept drawings of what the 
children’s area will be looking like in the near 
future! 

Book Bundles!
Book bundles make it easy to find books on 
topics such as drawing, ballerinas, ducks, 
bugs, cowboys and almost everything else 
you can think of. They are located in the area 
near the new Children’s desk. You can check 
out the whole bundle or just one or two of the 
books out of them if you feel you don’t want 
the whole set. Children will have fun checking 
them out with the new express check-out ma-
chines. Or, if you would rather, you can always 
have the library’s friendly staff check them out 
at the Public Service desk.
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What’s @ the Library?Changes in the Children’s Area

Book bundles can be found in 
the Children’s Area.

Concept drawings - Above: The 
carpet design. Below: the new 
entrance to the Children’s area



Ask Us!
These neon signs were purchased by funds from 
an anonymous donor who thought it would be fun 
to have bright signage showing our patrons where 
they could go to ask questions. One more sign will 
be hung in the Children’s area when the new desk 
arrives. The Children’s area will be undergoing 
some physical changes in the near future!
If you have any questions, just find the “Ask Us” 
signs and a library staff member will do their best 
to help you. If you aren’t in the building but still 
have questions, you can ask a librarian by calling: 
507.328.2309, texting: 507.722.1581, email: ref-
erence@rochester.lib.mn.us, online: http://www.
rochesterpubliclibrary.org/apps/contact/ask_
us.cfm , or by chat. We’re also on Facebook and 
Twitter (@RochPubLibrary)!

Quick Picks and Quick Flicks!
On June 4th the library got rid of the book rental 
program and implemented a new Quick Picks and 
Quick Flicks program. The goals of this program 
are to improve access to new popular books and 
DVDs and to take pressure off the waiting lists for 
these materials.
Quick Picks and Quick Flicks are on a first-come 
first-served basis. They will not be available to put 
on hold nor are they renewable. Patrons can check 
out two Quick Picks (books) for one week and two 
Quick Flicks (DVDs) for two days. If they are not 
returned on time, there is $1.00/day overdue fee. 
Patrons may still reserve copies of the popular 
new titles that we have in our regular collection.

Cmmunity Bulletin Board
There are a lot of changes being made at the 
library. As a result of these changes, the commu-
nity bulletin board was moved to the hallway with 
the vending machines. This is where you can find 
community information, events, and services. If 
you have a poster or flyer you would like to have 
displayed on this board, bring it to the library and 
we’ll post it after approval. Visit: http://www.roch-
esterpubliclibrary.org/info/policies/posters.html or 
call 507.328.2310 for more information regarding 
our poster policy.
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What’s @ the Library?What’s @ the Library?

The second-floor reference desk

The Fiction, Movies and Music 
desk on first floor



Donors from March 1 - June 28, 2012

Businesses/Organizations
Bernice Krug Donor Designated Fund
Fairway Outdoor Advertising
Friends of the Library
Girls Scouts MN-WI RV Troop
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

members
IEEE Southern MN Section 403700
The Neighborhood Book Club
Marris Realty Inc.
Mayo Clinic
Rochester Post Bulletin
Rochester Rotary
RPL Staff Fund
The Anchor Fish & Chips

Individuals
Heather Acerro & Paul Sust
Roy Achter
Peter & Bari Amadio
Dan & Ginny Amundson
Millicent Anderson
Dr. Rodolfo Argueta
Adam Armstrong
John & Patty Atkinson
John Bachman
Mark & Lucy Bahn
Marilyn Bailey
Leslie Baker
Darwin & Thelma Bang
Lynette M. Beck
Karen Becker
Karen Beer
Thomas & Julie Behrenbeck
Joan & Paul Benjamin
Tonya Benjamin
Renee Berg
Phyllis & Tony Berman
Corene Bernatz
Audrey Betcher & John Brockman
Madelyn Betcher
Mary Beyerle
Carol Bitton
Ardean & Carma Bjornson
Diane Blakley
Mark & Rebecca Boenish
Victor & Addie Borja
Mary Boyle
William & Mary Ann Boyne
Dallas & Rosemary Bradshaw
Richard & Nancy Brubaker
O. William & Ann Bruins
George & Marilyn Buharin

Jay Bunke
Betty Buri
Shelly Burkhardt
Phillip & Ann Burton
Susan & Douglas Butler
Alan Cameron
Jean M. Carlson
Mary Ann Cheney
Richard Christenson & Julie Hathaway
Lester & Joanne Christopherson
Steve & Marolee Christopherson
Elizabeth Cohn
Shirley Colson
Fernando & Mary Jo Cosio
Chris & Sara Cowen
Jean Daniels
Susanne Todd Daood
Cynthia & Jasper Daube
Donald Davidson
Joan Huziker Dean & Patrick Dean
James Densley & Emily Faber-Densley
Betty & Dick Devine
Lynn Didier
Nancy Dingel
Ms. Eleith Doane
John & Diane Dockerty
Al & Marcia Dollerschell
Jim & Marian Dyck
Barbara Eakiins
Norman Eberhardt & Anita Reichert
Kay Eberman
John & Shirley Edmonson
Roger & Marla Einck
Kathleen Eppard
David & Vicki Erickson
Kathleen Yost & David Eton
Richard & Peace Finlayson
Richard & Carol Fishbune
Joe & Alice Fishburn
Richard & Janet Fitzpatrick
Nan & Ed Frie
Stephen & Monica Frytak
Heather & Jim Fuelberth
Marie Fuller
Bruce & Lois Fure
Vi Glasby
James & Donna Glaser
Phyllis Goldman
Jeffrey & Mary Green
Nancy Grubbs
Sandra Gruszynski
Purna Gurung
Alan & Jolene Hansen
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Donors from March 1 - June 28, 2012
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Don & Jean Hanson
Stephen & Carla Harner
Emily & Jed Harris
Gail & Peter Harris
Sharmain Hastings
Richard & Nancy Hedger
Glenn & Cynthia Heins
Ethel Herrick
Virginia Hinzmann
Mary Ho
Harriet Hodgson
Alan & Judy Hoffman
George & Sandy Hohberger
Darrell Hornseth
Wayne & Betty Houser
John & Mary Lou Hunziker
Marsha Huse
Frank & Linda Iossi
John & Jan Iverson
Phyllis Jacobs
Susan Jenkins
Karen Jensen
Bev Jertson
Raymond & Mary Jewison
Gretchen & Darrel Joel
Cindy Johnson
Mary Jo & Craig Johnson
Tracy Jones
Bette Josephson
David & Carole Joyce
Bill & Jeannine Karnes
Philip & Catherine Karsell
Mary Jo Kasten
Erik & Tara Kaufman
Tim & Robin Kaufmann
Alexander & Marion Keith
Kathy Kendall
Tamara Kenealy
Jane Kersten
R.A. & Frieda Klassen
Henry & Rose Kliewer
Tomoko Kokmen
Jen & Jay Koski
Nirmala & Suresh Kotagal
Elsa Kuester
Kang Lim Kwan & Kim Yiu Kwan
Bob & Charlene Kyle
Rose Laabs
Lonny & Nichole Lambrecht
Paula & Scott Lampland
Timothy & Sarah Larson
Alice Laudon

Ray & Betty Lee
Dr. Stephen Lehmkuhle
Dotty & Doug Leimer
Marvin Lenz
Family of Mae S. Wong
Letendre Family
Brian Lind & Dawn Littleton
Paul & Rebecca Lindell
Joyce Logvin
Lisa Lundquist
Mahdad & Cheryl Majd
Vivian Malcomson
Bernard & Betty Markham
Dick & Dora Mae Mase
Bob & Connie Mayhew
Martha McClees
Elva McFarlin
Joseph & Clarice McGlinch
Frank & Judy McIlmail
Donald & Alice McIlrath
Sue McMillan
Michael McMullin & Audrey Weymiller
Marjorie Mehring
Cathy & Bill Meinhardt
J.M. Melton
Kathleen Meyerle & James Marttila
Marie Wynne Miller
Louise Moe
Diane & Russell Moench
Anne Moessner
Myron & Ruth Ann Morgan
Heather Mosman
Herb & Betty Mueller
Janet & Thomas Munger
Anastasiya Nartovich
Audrey M. Nelson
Heidi Nelson
Randall & Margaret Nelson
Beth M. Nienow
Duane Nienow
Joseph Nix
Bob Nowicki
Shawn & Chantal O’Driscoll
William & Heidi Oehler
Judy Ohly
Paul Olander
Patrick & Amaria O’Leary
Cari Olsen
Kathy Olson
Jack Osmundson
Bob & Ginny Padzieski
Kelly & Thomas Patterson
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Ron & Sheila Paukert
Larry & Jody Perry
Bret & Karen Petersen
Phil & Rita Peterson
Rebecca A. Pierce
Irv & Maureen Plitzuweit
Stephanie Podulke
Donna M. Pycha
Marv & Candy Ramsay
James & Virginia Ranweiler
George & Karmen Reid
William Reilly
Herbert & Jane Reiman
Nicholas & Kate Remmes
Janet Rich
Ron & Carole Richardson
Wayne & Mary Alice Richardson
Jill & Kurt Richter
Bill & Audrey Richter
Susan Ricketts
Merlin & Karen Ricklefs
Erik & Elizabeth Ritman
Stephanie Ritter
Beth & Stephen Robb
Liliana & Walter Rocca
Louise Rolfs
Jeffrey & Sharon Rome
Michael Russell
Patricia Scalzo
Sue & John Schaffner
Bonnie Scharlow
Millicent Scheevel
Rachel Schroeder
Connie & Dave Schuelka
Benjamin & Sarah Scott
Mike Sedor
Alan & Martha Sessler
Joyce Sharp & Bob Dunn
Michael & Marilyn Sheehan
Richard & JoAnn Sheldon
Alex & Patti Shin
Joan Smith
Craig Smoldt
Catherine Spencer
Naomi Stanek
Marietta Steck
C. John Steer
Pat Stephenson
Mark & Julie Stevens
Patrick Steward
Doris & Clayton Stowe
Rich & Mary Streit

Kathy Sullivan & Mark Frederickson
Joan & Doug Sween
Joanne & Philip Swenson
Joseph & Cecelia Szurszewski
Glenn & Pat Tabor
Thomas & Kiyomi Takekawa
Thomas & Andrea Tatlock
Judith Keller Taylor
Bill & Rose Teo
Judith Thistle
Dick & Elvina Thompson
Mary Tigner-Rasanen
Jane & David Townsend
William & Kathleen Tremaine
Stephen & Julie Troutman
Sandra A. Tschida
Daniel VanDyke
Jan Ulrich
Merri Vitse
Beatrice Vold
Darlene Vowels
Lou & Linda Wagner
Elizabeth Walcott
Carolyn Wall
Pauline Walle
Mark & Mary Warner
Sarabeth & Roger Watson
Richard & Lily Weinshilboum
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold M. Weissler
Corrine Welle
Joyce Wenz
Muriel Werbel
Debbie & Gary Westerland
Barbara Westmoreland
Nancy & Richard Wheeler
Jack & Pat Whisnant
Dr. Michael Whitaker
Harlan & Earlene Wickre
Joseph & Sharon Wieners
Anne Wiktor
Bill Wiktor & Elaine Case
Neil & Janet Willis
Merl & Twila Winter
Barbara & Charles Withers
Allison Wittfoth
Jane Wolfram
Dennis & Lynn Wong
Timothy Wong & Jodene Pope
J. Herman Yates
Kathe Yoss



Thank you for your continued  support! 

I would like to give: $__________   
Please make checks payable to Rochester Public Library Foundation
___  Materials        ___  Endowment Fund          ___  Where Needed
My gift will be matched by: ________________________________________________________________
Donor listings & acknowledgments   ___   My name may be included    ___  Please do not include my name
    Please write name(s) as you would prefer in donor listings: _____________________________________
___  $500 for Book-A-Year Endowment   
 Name for bookplate: _________________________________ in honor of/ in memory of  (circle one)
 Name for Acknowledgment (plaques and listings): ____ honoree’s name    _____ my name
   Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________  City: ________________  State: ______  Zip: ______
Telephone: _________________________   e-mail: _____________________________________

Thank you for your tax-deductible support of the Rochester Public Library Foundation.

For your convenience, online donations are now accepted or use the form be-
low and mail to:
Rochester Public Library Foundation
101 Second Street SE
Rochester, MN 55904
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