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The 7th Annual Wit, 
Wisdom & Wine gala 
fundraiser was held at 
the Rochester Public 
Library on Saturday, 
January 12th.  For such 

an event to 
happen at the 
library, a lot of 
preparation is 
required. With 
only one hour 
between library 
closing and the 
opening of reg-
istration for the 
event, there 

was a great 
hustle to 
get every-
thing ready. 
As soon as 
the library 
c l o s e d , 
volunteers 
from the 
Mayo and 
C e n t u r y 

High School key clubs, 
a Boy Scout and other 
interested individuals 
began moving furniture 
and setting up tables 
for the evening’s festivi-
ties. Some volunteers 
were busy helping the 

presenters set up in their areas and helping with the 
AV equipment. Others were busy hanging the spon-
sor banners and setting up the silent auction tables. 
Andy’s Liquor representatives hauled in their boxes of 

wine while Jasper’s caterers set up their hors d’oeuvre 
tables. At 6:30 we were ready and the doors opened 
for registration.
After attendees were registered, they journeyed up to 
the second floor for socializing, munching on bread 
sticks, sipping wine and bidding on silent auction 
items.  Nine speakers presented during the evening on 
a wide variety of topics including: Tim Penny, politics; 
Christian Milaster, green building; Chef Justin Scho-
ville, meats & cheeses of Spain; and the ever popular 
Mike Cords, wine. Hors d’oeuvres, wine tasting, and 
generous bidding at the silent auction rounded off an 
entertaining and intellectually stimulating evening. 
New to the event this year was a Tower of Wine raffle 
with 24 bottles of wine. The winning ticket was pur-
chased by Terri Thomas, who was thrilled to win.
We are grateful for the generous support of our 
event  co-sponsors: Home Federal Savings Bank and 
BridgeStreet Worldwide. We also want to thank Davies 
Printing, Jaspers, The Kahler Grand Hotel and KTTC 
for in-kind donations. The speaker sponsors were: 
Andy’s Liquor, Associated Bank, Callaway Galleries, 
Edina Realty-Dave and Lois Marris, Barbara and Phil 
Henoch, Nigon Woodworks, Inc., Think, US Bank, and 
Yaggy Colby Associates. A big thank you also goes to 
all the wonderful speakers who presented, making it 
an enjoyable and memorable evening.
Not only are we grateful for our financial supporters, 
but we are also very grateful to all of our volunteers 
who helped set up for the event, those who stayed 
to help out during the event, and those who cleaned 
up afterwards in order for the library to be ready for 
patrons on Sunday. We would like to thank everyone 
who donated items for our silent auction and to all the 
attendees of the event as well. 
With everyone’s help, the evening was our most suc-
cessful ever, raising over $22,000 that will allow the 
Foundation to help create a stronger library to meet 
the needs of everyone in the community. 
More photos of the event can be found online at: www.
rochesterpubliclibraryfoundation.org.
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From the Director’s Desk...
Endowment Fund proceeds from 2007 are going to make a difference in the com-
munity in 2008.  The Foundation Board approved appropriating $78,423 to the library, 
and the Library Board designated the funds for several projects.  All of the projects go 
toward piloting new projects that couldn’t be done in the Library’s existing operating 
budget, reducing barriers to library service, and building the library’s collection.

•  The project we are most excited about is piloting Tutor.com.  Tutor.com is a service 
that connects students with live tutors on the Internet.  We are partnering with the 
Rochester Public School District and other schools in Olmsted County to make this 
service available through the Rochester Public Library.  Dollars are also included for 
marketing.

•  We are adding $26,478 to the collection budget to provide more materials to the community.

•  A new wireless headset and microphone will be added in the auditorium to assist those with low hearing.

•  More copies of the “We Welcome You” library orientation film in Somali will be duplicated for distribution in 
the community.

•  We will also pilot the Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database and the Next Reads database to as-
sist the public in finding materials of interest.

•  Last year we began a project to better merchandise the collections.  The Foundation is continuing their as-
sistance to make the library a friendlier place and the collections easier to browse.

Your donations to the Endowment Fund have made all these projects possible!  Thank you!!!

Audrey Betcher

The ad above is from a May 1918  Post and Record 
Daily (the Rochester newspaper before it was known 
as the Post Bulletin). This ad was viewed from a 
microfilm roll, digitally scanned, sent to an e-mail 
address and then saved as a file to be used for this 
newsletter. Sound complicated? Not really.

Microfilm rolls contain tiny images of newspaper 
pages. Many days, weeks or even months can be on 
one roll. When loaded onto a viewer (reader/printer) 
the newspaper articles become readable. Articles can 

be printed from the viewer to the library’s printer for 
ten cents per page. The library’s microfilm collection 
contains local newspapers back as far as 1859, as 
well as the New York Times from 1960 - 2002 and the 
Wall Street Journal from 1987 - 2000. 

One type of reader/printer available at the library is a 
digital microfilm scanner purchased with funds from 
the Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation. A digital 
scanner can have film reels mounted in any direction, 
zoom in closer on articles than older reader/printers 
and save film from damage by not using glass guides 
or hot bulbs. The equipment also works like a regular 
flatbed scanner, putting the articles in software where 
images can be cropped, enhanced, or cleaned up by 
removing lines from scratched film. Once an image/
article is selected it can be printed, saved to a flash 
drive or e-mailed. 

Still sound complicated? The library is offering  
sessions on using the scanner several times during 
March.  Registration is required. Register online 
through the library events calendar  at http://evanced.
info/rochester/evanced/eventcalendar.asp  or by 
calling 285-8002. 

Digital Microfilm Scanner Makes Old News Like New



Youth Short Film Contest Winners 
Announced
The winners of the Young Adult Film Contest and the 
Magic Rules Trailer Contest were announced at the 
Cinemagic Theatres on Tuesday, January 8. And the 
winners are... 
1st Place Winner - These Modern Times
Entrants - Alex Puent and James Denzer 
A take on Charlie Chaplin's great silent film, Modern 
Times, but in these modern times (the 21st century) 
things are even harder to cope with, including friends. 
2nd Place Winner - Toys
Entrants Ernesto Llano & Tony Adkins
A neglected toy decided to mail himself away to a better 
place.  Then, his friends follow suit, leaving the owner 
sad and lonely.  The owner, Luis is repentant and the 
toys return - lesson learned. 
3rd Place Winner - Beautiful Oddities
Entrant: Adja Gildersleve 
Beautiful Oddities is a music video with no words about 
two people that keep bumping into each other around 
town. These brief encounters develop into something 
much deeper. 
Magic Rules Trailer Contest 
Trailer # 1 - by Mary Glenski 
Trailer #2 - by Rudy Miksanek 
All winning films can be found on the library’s YouTube 
page - http://www.youtube.com/rplmninfo. 

Young Adult Film Contest and Magic Rules Trailer 
Contest Winners: Back Row: Ernesto Llano, Mary 
Glenski, James Denzer, Mitch Stevens (from Cin-
emagic Theatres), Rudy Miksanek, Alex Puent and 
Tony Adkins
Front Row: Alyssa Costopoulos, Jermaine Elliott & 
Adja Gildersleve. 

About the Foundation 
History
On April 10, 1996, Rochester Public Library Foundation 
was incorporated as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Essentially, Rochester Public Library Foundation exists 
to fill the gaps in funding that result from shrinking City 
and County budget cuts.

Mission Statement
The Foundation’s mission is to raise private funds for 
educational and informational resources and projects 
in a manner that does not diminish the need for strong 
public funding, and to educate the community about the 
Library’s vital role in meeting our community’s need.

Vision
The Foundation’s vision is to build strong public-private 
partnerships with individuals, businesses, foundations, 
and community organizations that share our mission 
for creating a stronger library that is meeting the needs 
of the under served.

Priorities for Funding
•  Provide more services to the youth in the community 

and those who support them 
•  Expand services to non-native English speakers 
•  Expand collections for the benefit of all patrons 
•  Provide all residents of all ages hands-on access to, 

and education about, technology 
•  Inform the public of the wide range of library resourc-

es available and making those resources more ac-
cessible

2008 Foundation Board
Mike McNeil, President

Mark Neville, Vice-President
Harry Swedlund, Treasurer

Lois Marris, Secretary

Dan Berndt
Ken Brown
Jane Callahan
Chris Colby
Randy Demmer
Calvin Guyer
Phil Henoch
Ed Hruska
Farhan Hussein

Judy Kereakos
Sue Reinke
Elizabeth Ritman
Trevor Westrom
Matt Wohlers
Ex Officio:
Cynthia Daube
Chuck Hazama
Frank Iossi



Businesses & Organizations
Andy’s Liquor Stores
Associated Bank
Avocados World Bistro
B C Corporation
Byron Pet Clinic
Callaway Galleries, Inc.
Cinemagic Theatres
Counterpoint
Davies Printing
Dish It Up
Eastwood Bank
Edina Realty/David & Lois Marris
Enhance Beauty Salon
Friends of Rochester Public Library
Galaxy 14 Theatre
Great Harvest Bread Co
Himec Inc
History Center of Olmsted County
Home Federal Savings Bank
IBM Corporation
It’s About Time Theatre
Jasper’s Alsatian Bistro & Wine Bar
Just Rite Foods
Kahler Grand Hotel
Knights Chamber
Kruesel General Merchandise
McGoon’s Pub & Restaurant
Nelson Cheese Factory
Nigon Woodworks Inc
Noodles & Company
O’Neill’s Pizza Pub
Premier Bank Rochester
Rochester Athletic Club
Rochester Civic Theatre
Rochester Park & Recreation
Rochester Women Magazine
Schott Distributing Co Inc
Springer Appraisal Associates Inc
Target
The Bread Baker
Think
KTTC
U of M Rochester Bookstore
Winona State University
Yaggy Colby Associates
Ye Olde Butcher Shoppe

Individual Donations
Jean Abels
Mary Jane Achor
William & Caroline Adamson
Patricia Allen-Unger

Angela Allers
Jeff Allman
Donna Arntson
William & Mary Aronin
Elizabeth Atkinson
Raymond & Judy Ann Auger
Peter Balik & Karmen Anderson
Bette Ballard
Lloyd Bartholomew
Ann Beatty
Lynette Beck
Louis & Janet Behrens
John & Diane Beiswanger
Jane & Paul Belau
Thomas Bender
Connie Benjamin
Frank & Janice Bennett
Philip & Corene Bernatz
Dan Berndt
Rita Bertsch
Audrey Betcher & John Brockman
Madelyn Betcher
Jane F. Bisel
William & Mary Boyne
Jeff & Sharon Bradley
Dallas & Rosemary Bradshaw
Nancy Brataas
Richard & Nancy Brubaker
Margie Brumm
David & Jean Byer
Ron & Sally Bymers
Girard & Carol Calehuff
Jane & Mark Callahan
Patricia Calvert
Malcolm Campbell
Mary Elizabeth & Jane Campion
William & Maryellen Carr
Amy & Joseph Cass
Randy Chapman
Mary Ann Cheney
Darryl & Joan Chutka
Richard Cooper
Carole Kinion Copeland
Fernando & Mary Jo Cosio
Terry & Linda Curtis
Cynthia & Jasper Daube
Randy & Kathy Demmer
Mary Lou Devlin
Randy Dietrich
Harold Dison
John & Diane Dockerty
Al & Marcia Dollerschell
Carol Downie & Gregory Thomas
Susan & David Dripps

Joseph & Lois Duffy
Joel & Sandra Dunnette
David & Ann Dykstal
Shirley & John Edmonson
Kim Edson
John Edwards & Jooi-Tow Goh
Hanna Elshoff
Ginny Erbe
Beverly J Fanning
Michael & Ann Farnell
Richard & Carol Fishbune
Michael & Marcia Fisher
Carol Fitzgerald
David & Barbara Frogner
Vladana Gajic-Zoric
Elizabeth Gallanis
Raymond & Nuala Gibbons
James & Joan Gillespie
Susan Gillette
Nancy Gilliland
Norma Glawe
Joseph Gliniecki & Yolanda Garces
Paul & Annette Godtland
Alison & Andrew Good
Mary Graf
Suzy Stewart & Doug Gras
Jeffrey & Mary Green
Martin Green
Linda & Leon Gregg
Mike & Ann Griese
Robert & Ann Groover
Rajin & Purna K. Gurung
Dale & Beth Haaland
Gareth & Mary Lou Hager
Richard & Majel Hall
Alan & Jolene Hansen
Jean & Don Hanson
Barbara & Karl Hanson
Peter & Gail Harris
Roger & Judy Haugen
Diane Hellie
Lowell & Beverly Henderson
Phil & Barbara Henoch
John & Barbara Herrell
Richard & Sandra Horton
Ed Hruska
Arline Hunziker
John & Mary Lou Hunziker
James & Linda Huprich
John & Jan Iverson
H. James & Deborah Jacobsen
Janine Yanisch & Chris Jankowski
David & Della Jenkins
Trudy Jewell

Donors from November 1, 2007 - February 1, 2008



Darrel & Gretchen Joel
Lois Johnson
David Kaempfer
Janice Karlson
Catherine & Philip Karsell
Kreg & Georgia Kauffman
Patrick & Lori Keane
Sandy Keith
Robert & Sarah Keller
Judy & Steve Kereakos
Barry & Sharon Knapp
Karen & Paul Koeller
Joseph & Aida Kostick
Karen Krueger
Yogish Kudva & Shyamala Bhat
Robert & Charlene Kyle
Jay & Sue Lampland
Maxine D. Langdon
Donald & Phyllis Layton
Ray & Betty Lee
Paul & Arlene Lehman
Vivita Leonard
Marie-France Letendre
Tina Liebling & Mark Liebow
Deborah Lightner
Brian Lind & Dawn Littleton
Dorothy Lindvig
Steven Link & Lauri Hassinger
M. William & Julie Lower
Lisa Lundquist
Robert & Gretchen MacCarty
Nancy Mackenzie
Peter Maercklein
Tom & Ruth Mangan
Marcia Marcoux
Willis Markham
Randolph & Catherine Marks
David & Lois Marris
Edith Martin
Stan & Amy Mayer
John Mayne
Marlys McCoy
Jim & Peggy McEvoy
Donald & Alice McIlrath
Ann McLaughlin
Jim & Judy Mellinger
Walter Menning
Kathy Meyerle & James Marttila
Robert & Ruth Ann Miles
Erv Miller
Glenn & June Miller
Louise Moe
David & Tina Mohr
Greg Mortenson
Stanley & Donna Mujwid
Thomas & Janet Munger
David & Jolene Nelson
Glen & Sande Nelson

Mark & Gwenn Neville
Beth Nienow
John & Dorothy Nordine
Bob & Joan Nowicki
Colleen & Michael O’Connell
Lou & Judy Ohly
Beverly & Paul Olander
David & Kathy Olson
Sarah Panetta
Joseph & Christine Parisi
Dudley & Peg Parsons
Thomas & Kelly Patterson
Ron & Sheila Paukert
Larry & Sarah Pedelty
Tim Penny
Marlys Peterson
Bonnie Pettengill
Irvin & Maureen Plitzuweit
Robert & Donna Porath
David & Linda Price
Brian & Anne Purrington
Amna Quereshi
Michael & Diane Quinn
Raul & Lupe Quintana
James & Virginia Ranweiler
Robert & Mavis Rausch
Karmen & George Reid
Joel & Kimberly Reid
Sue Reinke
James Rentz
Natalie Reschke
Gary & Susan Reuland
Brenda Rew
Marilyn Rhodes
Merlin J & Karen Lee Ricklefs
Elizabeth & Erik Ritman
Robert & Catherine Rodrigue
George & Sue Romano
Jeff & Sharon Rome
Doug & Rosaline Rovang
Michael Russell
Robert & Betty Sande
Burt & Flo Sandok
Renee & Ted Saxman
Thomas & Mary Schattenberg
Elaine Schmidt
Freda Schneider
David & Connie Schuelka
Terri Dugan & Van Schwartz
Ron & Terri Seeger
Alan & Martha Sessler
Jean Shaw
Michael & Marilyn Sheehan
Thomas & Janice Sherman
Sheila Shimek
David & Phyllis Shively
Annette & Clifford Sjolund
Jim & Judy Sloan

Michael Smith
Judith Smithson
Carol T. Smyrk
Verna Irene Solheim
Anthony & Lena Stans
Katherine Stecher
Dean & Julie Stenehjem
Jeff & Pat Stephenson
Margo & Michael Stich
Walter & Dorothy Stobaugh
Jim & Jill Suk
Mark Frederickson & Kathy Sullivan
Don Supalla
Randy Sutter
David & Barbara Swart
Sylvia Swede
Delores & Harry Swedlund
Joanne & Philip Swenson
Patricia & Glenn Tabor
Rodney & Janis Tanner
Judith & Bill Taylor
Bruce & Terri Thomas
Thompson Family
Maxine Thompson
David Toft
Pauline Utzinger
Eric & Mary Van Norman
Carol Vantine
Larry & Barbara Vareberg
Paul & Deanne Walding
Adolf & Helen Walser
Patricia Walsh
Emmerson Ward
James & Mary Warren
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold M. Weissler
Joyce Wenz
Jeff & Nancy Werning
Carl & Deborah Westerland
Barbara Westmoreland
Jack & Patricia Whisnant
Kenneth & Martha Williamson
Ken & Dotty Willkomm
John & Irene Wiltsie
Charles & Barbara Withers
Paul & Jean Wittmer
Dennis & Lynn Wong
Joyce Wood
RuthAnn Yaeger
Ron & Judy Yaggy
Denny & Linda Youlden
Elizabeth Stewart & Paul Zellweger
Michael & Paulette Zenner
Don & Michelle Ziebarth
Warren & Helen Zimmerman



I would like to give: $__________   
Please make checks payable to Rochester Public Library Foundation
___  Endowment Fund          ___  Materials          ___  Either
My gift will be matched by: ________________________________________________________________
Donor listings & acknowledgments   ___   My name may be included    ___  Please do not include my name
    Please write name(s) as you would prefer in donor listings: _____________________________________
___  $500 for Book-A-Year Endowment   
 Name for bookplate: _________________________________ in honor of/ in memory of  (circle one)
 Name for Acknowledgment (plaques and listings): ____ honoree’s name    _____ my name
   Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________  City: ________________  State: ______  Zip: ______
Telephone: _________________________   e-mail: _____________________________________

Thank you for your tax-deductible support of the Rochester Public Library Foundation.

for all ages, all cultures, 
all people

Rochester Public 
Library has planned 
some special 
events for National 
Library week. The 
week kicks off with 
a Friends of the Li-
brary book sale on 
Sunday, April 13, 
from 1:30 - 4:30 
pm. If you’ve never 

seen the inside of the bookmobile, take the opportu-
nity to do so on Monday, April 14, from 9:00 - 11:00 
am.  Also on Monday is the ever-popular Sit-Stay-
Read program for children to gain confidence in their 
reading skills by reading stories to gentle therapy 
dogs. Register online or call 328-2303.
At noon on Tuesday, April 15, join the Plain Readers 
Book Group as they read books set in the Midwest 
or by Midwestern authors. Book to be discussed is 
Whistling Season by Ivan Doig. Introduction to Blog-
ging class will be held from 4:00 - 6:00 pm. Learn 
how to put your thoughts, opinions and pictures on 
the Internet for your friends, family (and the world) to 
see and set up your own free blog. Register online or 
by calling 285-8002. Bedtime stories are for children 
of all ages and their parents from 6:30 - 7:00 pm.
On Wednesday evening, Celebrate Earth day by join-
ing us for the film Arctic Tale. This film follows a wal-
rus and a polar bear from birth to maturity and par-
enthood in the frozen wilderness of the Great North. 
These magnificent creatures’ world was once a per-
petual winter wonderland of snow and ice, but now 

they face extinction as their icebound world melts 
from underneath them. 
On Thursday, April 17, Libraries Share class will be 
held from 3:30 - 4:40 pm. Learn about MNLINK, which 
is Minnesota’s statewide virtual library, and SELCO 
(Southeast Libraries Cooperating) and how easy it 
is to request materials from other libraries. Register 
online or by calling 285-8002. Also on Thursday, 
please join us as we welcome Deborah Ellis, author 
of the Rochester Reads Junior title The Breadwinner. 
Deborah will be speaking at Mayo High School at 
7:00 pm.
National Library week wraps up on Saturday, April 
19, with the Schiffelly puppets as they present the 
humorous tale of Harry and the Beanstalk from 10:30 
- 11:00 am.
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Join the Circle of Knowledge during National Library Week - April 13 - 19

GovDelivery
Never miss a booksale or author program again! The 
library is now using GovDelivery, an e-mail notifica-
tion system used by the City of Rochester, to alert 
you to upcoming events and current news. When-
ever you see a red envelope  on a library webpage, 
you can click on it and subscribe to receive a notice 
when we update that page. If you want to visit a one-
stop shopping place for all of the library’s GovDe-
livery options, click on the red envelope at the top 
of the upper right column on our home page to see 
all the options available (including other City depart-
ments). If you have any questions about this great 
new service call 285-8002 and we’ll be glad to help 
you get started.
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for all ages, all cultures, 
all people

So Many Books...
When you’re stumped about what 
to read next, what movie you 
should bring home or what tunes 
you should listen to in your car 
on your next road trip, you can al-
ways stop at the Fiction, Movies & 
Music desk on the first floor near 
the fiction collection, and take ad-
vantage of our Readers’ Advisory 
services to match you up with the 
library resources you’re looking 
for. Readers’ Advisory services 
can range from helping you find 
a “read-alike” for your favorite au-
thor, to recommending a foreign 
film you might enjoy, to letting you 
know where to find all that great 
polka music you’ve been craving. 
The next time you’re looking for 
what to read/watch/listen, stop at 
the Fiction, Movies & Music desk 
and let us see what we can find 
for you.

The following is an email that we received from one of 
our loyal patrons. 
“When we’re in Texas we miss the Rochester Public Library like we 
miss our other good friends.  If I find an interesting sounding book in 
a review on the Internet I check to see if you have it, then look to see 
if it is checked out.  If it isn’t I send an e-mail to one of our reading 
friends, forward the review and tell them if it sounds like a good book 
to them, it’s on the shelf at the library.  Twice recently I’ve found 
books you didn’t have and recommended them for purchase, the 
latest on Saturday, Artisan Bread in Five Minutes a Day by Minnesota 
author, Jeff Hertzberg, MD (and later that day I got an e-mail that it 
would be ordered and I sent an e-mail to a couple of bread-baking 
friends there to reserve it!)  It is fun.
Many years ago I read The Read Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease, 
and met him at Century High when he gave a talk there sometime 
ago.  I’ve given the book to many new parents including my step-
daughter when she and her husband adopted their first child.    They 
took the suggestions to heart and have read to Isaiah (now 13) and 
Marcus (now 7) and both boys are enthusiastic readers.  They live in 
New Mexico and when they visit Rochester, guess where they want 
to go?  The library!!  
      Best wishes for a joyful holiday season, Lois Hruska.” 


