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Wit, Wisdom and Wine @ the Library
The 11th annual Wit, Wisdom 
and Wine was held on Saturday, 
January 14, 2012. A successful 
fund-raiser like this doesn’t hap-
pen overnight; months of plan-
ning and preparation go into it. 
Beginning in June the Founda-
tion’s Events Committee started 
by brainstorming what kind of 
timely, entertaining and educa-
tional topics and speakers would 
be a good fit for the event. Some 
speakers, such as Tim Penny and 
Mike Cords are always asked 
to come back owing to popular 
demand. The committee also 
worked on finding prizes for the 
raffle drawing and rounded up 
silent auction items. Hight & Ran-
dall, Ltd., Personal Jeweler has, 
for the last three years, donated 

the jewelry pieces for the raffle 
drawing. This year they gener-
ously donated three jewelry 
pieces. 
The committee also arranged for 
catering for the event. The last 11 
years Daube’s Cakes and Bakery 
have risen to the occasion, sur-
prising us each year with new 
and exciting delicacies to enjoy 
during the evening. 
In November, the invitations 
were designed and sent to Davies 
Printing, who printed, stuffed the 
envelopes and mailed them out. 
They also kindly paid for half the 
printing. During this time period, 
the Wit, Wisdom and Wine web 
page was updated and, new this 
year, there was an option to reg-
ister for the event online.

Weeks before the 
event, the adminis-
tration office on the 
second-floor of the 
library became full of 
silent auction items. 
Each one was cata-
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Top: John’s office in disarray right 
before Wit, Wisdom and Wine.

Right: A train of carts loaded with 
silent auction items waiting to get 
put on display for the big event.

Heather Engh and John Cruz 

Dr. Amit Sood

Willie and Nicole, the performers of  
Light: a Play



loged and arranged on every space available where 
they waited for the event. 
The day of Wit, Wisdom and Wine, all the silent auc-
tion items were placed on carts and lined up in the 
office waiting for the library to close for the evening 
so preparations for the event could begin. Registra-
tion packets were created, signs printed, and volun-
teers rounded up to help for the big night. As soon 
as the library was closed for the evening there was 
a mere hour to get everything prepared. The silent 
auction items were displayed, the wine brought out, 
the food delivered and set up, signs hung, furniture 
moved, chairs arranged, and then the mad dash to 
get changed from jeans and t-shirts to elegant gala 
attire.
To help keep the attendees busy while things were 
getting prepared in the library, the Friends Book-
store extended their evening hours for anyone who 
wanted to browse the shelves while they waited for 
the event to begin. 
The raffle drawing produced three winners for the 
evening. The winner of the Contemporary Collec-
tion was Renee Berg. She was so excited to win 
she posted on the library’s facebook page: “I WON I 
WON I WON I WON I WON! It’s not nice to brag but 
I WON! Jewelry from Wit, Wisdom & Wine. I didn’t 
think I could love RPL more than I did before to-
day. And then today I loved it more after going in 
to pick up my jewelry from the esteemed John Hun-
ziker, whose chair I sat in. Life looks good from that 
chair. And healthy -- he allegedly snacks on raisins. 
THANKS RPL! I WON!”
The winner of the Vintage collection was Betty 
Shimek who chose the key necklace. She stated 
that she has volunteered at Wit, Wisdom & Wine for 
many years and purchased raffle tickets every year. 
She was very excited to win.
The winner of the Sajen collection was Steve Mosing 
who chose the necklace pendant for his lucky wife.
All the time and effort spent on this year’s fund-rais-
ing event wasn’t wasted. The evening brought in just 
over $25,000 for the Rochester Public Library Foun-
dation and will be used to support the library. This 
wouldn’t have been possible without all the support 
from our sponsors, the silent auction donors, the at-
tendees and of course the Foundation Events Com-
mittee and volunteers. 

Platinum Sponsors:
Bridgestreet Worldwide
Think Mutual Bank

Gold Sponsor:
Windsor Financial Group

Silver Sponsors:
Clements Chevrolet
Foundation for Anesthesia Education and Research       
       (FAER)
Barbara and Phillip Henoch
Lasker Jewelers
Nigon Woodworks
Treasure Island Resort and Casino
US Bank

In-Kind Sponsors:
Davies Printing
Daube’s Cakes and Bakery
Hight & Randall, Ltd.
Rochester Civic Theatre
Rochester Public Utilities
More photos of the event can be found on our flickr 
page: www.flickrcom/photos/rochpublibrary
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In 2011 the library expe-
rienced a time of unprec-
edented change. We had 
three members of the man-
agement team retire and 
several other long-time staff 
members leave as well. As 
we were scrambling to get 
work done, we also took the 
opportunity to re-evaluate 
open positions against the 
Library’s strategic plan. 

We continue to meet the 
needs of the entire commu-

nity: create lifelong learners, stimulate imagina-
tion, connect people to the online world, encourage 
young readers, and so much more, We see areas of 
opportunity, but we live in a time of tight budgets. 
We know we can’t just add more staff to solve prob-
lems and do more; we need to deploy existing staff 
differently. 
So what are we doing differently? We are in the pro-
cess of consolidating the Circulation Division. Right 
now a person can register for a library card, check 
out materials, and pay fines in either the Children’s 

Division or in the Circulation Division. After the tran-
sition is complete, all transactions with check outs, 
fines, holds, registrations, etc. will take place in the 
Circulation Division. 
The Children’s Division staff will have more time to 
focus on reference, reader’s advisory, and program-
ming for the children in our community. That is 
not to say that we don’t value the highly important 
transactions that happen in the Circulation Division. 
It all has to work together to create a great customer 
experience. 
A team of staff members is working on the imple-
mentation plan, and we expect the change to hap-
pen before June of this year. We sincerely appreci-
ate the support of the Foundation and Friends on 
this project. Some funds will be used to change the 
desk in the Children’s area. We no longer need such 
a large desk, and we want to create an approach-
able environment.
What you do makes a difference for our entire com-
munity.
Thank You!
Audrey Betcher, Rochester Public Library Director

Audrey Betcher

From the Director’s Desk...
Changes for the new year

We recently participated in the 
IMPACT Survey, the first large-
scale investigation of the ways 
U.S. library patrons use comput-
ers and the Internet at public li-
braries, why they use it, and how 
it affects their lives. The survey 
was made available to all public 
libraries with generous support 
from the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation and the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services.
In 2010, the threshold of the Roch-
ester Public Library was crossed 
nearly 585,000 times. During 
these visits, just over 68,000 ses-
sions on public access Internet 

terminals were completed.
Library patrons were busy search-
ing for job opportunities and sub-
mitting employment applications 
(30%), accessing educational help 
(26%), engaging with the com-
munity (36%), getting answers to 
health-related questions (33%), 
and applying for government ser-
vices (25%).
Rochester Public Library began 
offering public access comput-
ers in 1995 and currently has 26 
Internet stations available and a 
wireless network that library pa-
trons with their own laptops can 
use to access the Internet. The 

library also provides an array of 
computer instruction and classes. 
53% of survey respondents indi-
cated receiving one-on-one tech-
nology help from library staff or 
volunteers.
Half of the respondents reported 
that public computing resources 
are very important to themselves 
personally and 85% felt that they 
are very important to have avail-
able for others in the community. 
This finding reinforces the signifi-
cance of the Rochester Public Li-
brary as the place in our commu-
nity to get connected.

Impact Survey Results 
We’re the place to get connected
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Tumblebooks are e-books 
for kids that are free and can be 
found from the Children’s page 
on the library's website. 

Click on the Tumblebooks 
logo and you'll go through the 
library portal onto the Tumble-
books home page. From there 
you have access to eStorybooks, 
puzzles, games, read-a-longs, etc.

These are all available to 
anyone with a computer with 
internet access, but now, they 
have Tumblebooks that are com-
patible with the iPad! Right now 
only some are compatible but 
in the coming months the entire 
Tumblebooks collection will be.

Tumblebooks now available on iPad!

We are almost finished polish-
ing up our new look and plan on 
launching a whole new website 
in April. You can take a sneak 
peak at what we’re working on 
right now by following this link: 
http://www.rochesterpublicli-
brary.org/2010site/index.html. 
Not only does it have a new look, 
it has a shiny new catalog with 
lots of bells and whistles. The old 
software we had for our catalog 
is no longer developed or sup-
ported so we had to start look-
ing for a replacement. From the 
catalog software we researched, 
we chose to use Endeca as the 
search engine for our new cata-
log. Endeca allows us to custom-
ize and incorporate new tech-
nologies and works more like 
Amazon or Ebay, which is well-
known for it’s keyword oriented 
search. It has been a long pro-
cess to implement because there 
are so many complexities of a 
library database to work with 
and we found a lot of errors that 
needed to be cleaned up such as 

New Web Site Coming Soon!

item types, and yes, even mis-
spellings. 
Searching the new catalog is 
more streamlined because the 
use of limiters is a lot easier now 
than it used to be. Now the limit-
ers are listed in the left column 
and are clickable during your 
search. Before, you would have 
to use the Advance search fea-
tures to narrow things down and 
who ever remembered to use 

that feature anyway?  Some of 
the limiters allow you to search 
for genre specific items, limit to 
format type, language, age level, 
and even to see only what’s avail-
able on the shelves at that point 
and time. 
The website itself has changed 
quite a bit as well. Instead of be-
ing arranged into departments 
like our physical building is, it is 
now arranged by format type. For 
example, instead of going to the 
Fiction, Movies and Music tab of 
our old site to search for books, 
ebooks, movies, etc. We have 
given each format it’s own tab 
on the top navigation bar. Now 
you can search for ebooks with 
just one click. On the homepage 
we have our library events in the 
middle column as well as in the 
calendar format that you’re used 
to. Don’t forget to check out the 
library’s social media sites while 
you’re exploring the new sites.
If you have any comments or sug-
gestions, please let us know. You 
can click on the big yellow “Give 
us Feedback” button on any page 
of the new web site.
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Businesses/
Organizations

BridgeStreet Worldwide
Byron Pet Clinic
Clement’s Chevrolet
Counterpoint
Daube’s Cakes & Bakery
Davies Printing Company
E. O. Johnson Office 

Technologies
Denise Eide, Pedia 

Learning
FAER
Flowers By Jerry
Friends Bookstore
Friends of the Library
Great Harvest Bread 

Company
Hight & Randall Personal 

Jewelers
IBM Corporation 
Lasker-Blickle Jewelers
Mayo Foundation
Words by Tracey
Moen Law Firm
Nigon Woodworks
Panera Bread
Premier Bank Rochester
Rochester Area Family 

YMCA
Rochester Park & 

Recreation
Rochester Public Library 

Staff
Sargent’s Gardens
Trent Schull, Procter & 

Gamble
Judy & Jim Sloan 

Foundation
Sonja’s Studio
The Bread Baker
Think Mutual Bank
University of Minnesota 

Bookstore
Windsor Financial Group

Individuals
Jean Abels
Zoe Abrahamson
Heather Acerro
Adamson Family
Susan & David Ahlquist
George & Dorothy Allen

Vicki Allen
Peter & Bari Amadio
Dan & Ginny Amundson
Anonymous
Donna Arntson
Mary & William Aronin
Elizabeth Atkinson
John & Patty Atkinson
Naomi Atrubin
M. C. Aubry
Judy & Raymond Auger
Jane and Greg 

Aughenbaugh
Margot Ballard
Beth Ballinger
Rita Balm
Shawn Baranczyk & 

Lynne Wodrich
Helen Beahrs
Bill & Sam Beaupre
Lynette Beck
Bob & Phyllis Beery
Louis & Janet Behrens
Lorraine & James Benike
Renee Berg
Dulcie Berkman
Audrey Betcher & John 

Brockman
Madelyn Betcher
Mary Beyerle
Robert & Linda Birnbaum
Jane Bisel
Audra & Eric Bolduan
Jeffrey & Emily Bond
Gerald & Denise Bonde
Don & Pat Borcherding
Arlouene Bothun
Jody & Tom Bower
William & Mary Ann 

Boyne
Frank Braithwaite
Abra Brisbin
Curtis Brobst
Jinny & Phil Brown
Richard & Nancy 

Brubaker
Michael & Lynne 

Brutman
Mahlon & Marilyn 

Burbank
Betty Buri
Shelley Burkhardt
Jean Burrington

Ron & Sally Bymers
John & Margaret Byrne
Girard & Carol Calehuff
Patricia Calvert
Alan Cameron
Marilyn Campbell
Mary Elizabeth & Jane 

Campion
Paul & Margaret 

Carpenter
William & Mary Ellen Carr
Audrey Caseltine
Joe & Amy Cass
Katherine Cassel
Robert & Paula 

Chantigian
Randy Chapman
Rene Chartier & Marilyn 

Morton
Jalpesh Chitalia
Darryl & Joan Chutka
Lorraine & Jonathan Clain
James Clausen
Jon & Diane Closson
William & Marcia Cochran
Chris & Sue Colby
Daniel Connolly
Brian & Kathy Cook
James & Joanna Coon
Fernando & Mary Jo 

Cosio
Sarah & Casey Crane
Nadine Zwettler & Jack 

Cusma
Margaret Dalen
David & Barbara 

Daugherty
Randy & Kathy Demmer
Harold & Norma Dison
Eleith Doane
John & Diane Dockerty
Al & Marcia Dollerschell
Susan & David Dripps
Beth DuBord
Doralee Dubin
Joel Dunnette
William Dunnette
Kay Eberman
Jodi & David Edmonson
John & Shirley Edmonson
Kim Edson
Marcia & Randall Edson
Jooi-Tow Goh & John 

Edwards
Jason Egginton
Melissa Emerson
JaNean Engelstad
Joanne Ericksen
David Eton & Kathleen 

Yost
Susan Evans
Jim & Jenni Eveslage
Noel & Gwendolyn 

Fallarme
Beverly Fanning
Michael & Ann Farnell
Linda Gregory & Mark 

Federspiel
Ron & Linda Fess
Meellee Fish
William Fish
Richard & Carol Fishbune
Barbara Flasch
Ruth Ann Flatla
Pattie & Richard Fleig
Joy Fogarty
David Freedman
Emil Frey
Charles & Iris Fried
Stephan & Monica Frytak
Jim & Heather Fuelberth
Bruce & Lois Fure
Chuck & Arlyn Gagnon
Ognjen & Vladana Gajic
Elizabeth Gallanis
Joni Gamm
Frank Garrett
Pat & Cliff Gastineau
Kris Geerdes
Dick & Pat Geier
Marcia Gertz
James & Joan Gillespie
Susan Gillette
John & Sonia Gisvold
Violet Glasby
Jim & Donna Glaser
Joseph Gliniecki & 

Yolanda Garces
Phyllis & Sherwin 

Goldman
Edith Gracey
Mary Graf
Susan Stewart & Doug 

Gras
C. Sue Greenberg
Bob & Pat Gregerson

Donors from October 1, 2011 - February 29, 2012



Leon & Linda Gregg
Michael & Ann Griese
Marcia & Larry Grimm
Nancy Grubbs
Sandra Gruszynski
Purna Gurung
Trevor Gustafson
Dale & Beth Haaland
Wanda Hagquist
Richard & Majel Hall
Alan & Jolene Hansen
Mary Hansen
Karl & Barbara Hanson
Paula Hardin
Gail Harris
Frank & Dottie 

Hawthorne
Franz Hebl
Werner & Pearl Heidel
Diane Hellie
Barbara & Phil Henoch
Roberta Herrell
Ethel B. Herrick
Linda & Doug Hillenbrand
Virginia Hinzmann
Tim & Kristen Hobday
Kay Hocker
Thomas & Nancy Hockert
C. John & Harriet 

Hodgson
William & Gwen Hogan
Sean Hong
Ann Hoven
Paul & Lois Hruska
John & Mary Lou 

Hunziker
Frank & Linda Iossi
John & Jan Iverson
Phyllis Jacobs
Debby & Jim Jacobsen
Med & Jackie James
Christopher Jankowski & 

Janine Yanisch
Dave & Kathy Jensen
Ron & Marlene Jensen
Cindy Johnson
Judith & Leigh Johnson
Corey Jordan
Jim & Anne Judisch
Mary D. Kahler
Kerry & Valerie 

Kaliszewski
Jeannine Karnes

Philip & Catherine Karsell
Candace Kash
Tara Kaufman
Sandy & Marian Keith
Patricia Keith
Robert & Sarah Keller
Mary Jo  Dan Kelly
Tom & Denise Kelly
Tamara Kenealy
Steve & Judy Kereakos
Lynne Kirklin
Richard & Sheila Kiscaden
Frieda & Rudolph Klassen
Dan & Nancy Klema
Tomoko Kokmen
Jennifer Koski
M. Pauline Krieger
Dah-Yang & Kow Pay 

Kuan
Yogish Kudva & Shyamala 

Bhat
Elsa Kuester
Robert & Margery 

Kurland
Rose Laabs
Lonny & Nikki Lambrecht
Betty A. Larson
Nancy J. Larson
Thomas & Sherry 

Lawrence
Harlan & Gladys Lecuyer
Jeff Lee
Dotty & Doug Leimer
Tom & Susan Lemke
Vivita Leonard
Dawn Littleton & Brian 

Lind
Joanne Linnes
Mark & Kristine Litzow
Joseph Lobl
Michael Lococo
Marilyn Lovik
M. William & Julie Lower
Sinkinesh Lube
Joseph Lobl
Daniel & Sara Lueders
Lisa Lundquist
Charmon Luther
Kenton Lynne
Robert & Gretchen 

MacCarty
John & Sandra 

MacLaughlin

Mary Madden & Brad 
Christensen

Bani Mahadeva
Joleen & Paul Mainz
J.T. & Ruth Mangan
Al Mannino
Bernard & Betty 

Markham
Catherine & Randolph 

Marks
Lois & David Marris
James & Cynthia 

Martenson
Laura Matern
Charlotte Matti
Amy & Stan Mayer
Karen McCubbin
James & Margaret 

McEvoy
Joseph & Clarice 

McGlinch
Sue McMillan
James & Kathleen 

McMullin
Curtis & Mary Meier
Jim & Judy Mellinger
Ken & Becky Meyer
Johanna & Robert Meyer
Kathleen Meyerle & 

James Marttila
Marie Wynne Miller
Lynn Minett
Louise Moe
Diane & Russ Moench
A.J. & Becky Montpetit
Keith & Mary Moon
Daniel & Nadine Moore
Brian Moran & Mary Beth 

Sancomb-Moran
Myron & Ruth Ann 

Morgan
David & Cathey Moser
Steve & Tamara Mosing
Carl & Rosemary Most
Kenneth & Sheila Mueller
Stanley Mujwid
Bradley Narr
Carol Newman
Sylvie Nickel
James & Kay Nieling
Beth Nienow
Kimberly Norton
Michael & Colleen 

O’Connell
Susan Oddsen
William & Heidi Oehler
Oftedahl Family
Judy & Louis Ohly
Patrick & Amaria O’Leary
Kathy Shimek Olson
Anneliese Opitz
Dr. Philip Osmundson
Joel Ott & Tracy Jones
Holly Owens
Dudley & Peg Parsons
Tim Penny
Daniel & Kristi Pesch
Doug Petty & Kris 

Westrum
Amelia & Brian Pickering
Irv & Maureen Plitzuweit
Kevin & Kate Praska
Brian & Anne Purrington
Michael & Diane Quinn
Marv & Candy Ramsay
James & Virginia 

Ranweiler
Kathryn Rayburn
Karmen & George Reid
Joel & Kimberly Reid
Jane Reiman
Susan Reinke Walch
Kate & Nicholas Remmes
James Rentz
Brenda Rew
Carol Reynolds
John Rice & Mariza 

Andrade
Mary Alice Richardson
Dale & Barb Richter
Jill & Kurt Richter
Bill & Audrey Richter
Merlin & Karen Ricklefs
Steve & Marilyn Riederer
Mary Riles
Erik & Elizabeth Ritman
David & Patrice Roe
Bob & Cheryl Roediger
George & Sue Romano
Ed & Connie Rosenow
Jim & Brenda Rossman
Mimi & Mel Rothman
Doug & Rosaline Rovang
Michael Russell
Cecily Sample
Helen Sanborn

Donors from October 1, 2011 - February 29, 2012
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Ann Sand
Elizabeth & Robert Sande
Paula Santrach
Greg Sauve
Paul & Maggie Scanlon
Margaret Schafer
Ruth Schafer
Susan Schaffner
Scott Schilbe
Steven & Mary Schmitt
Freda Schneider
Rachel Schroeder
Connie & Dave Schuelka
Ken & Lousette Schultz
Patricia & Robert Scoggin
Alan & Dorothy Seaver
Ronald & Theresa Seeger
Alan & Martha Sessler
Barb Seydel
Robert Dunn & Joyce 

Sharp
Michael & Marilyn 

Sheehan
JoAnn & Richard Sheldon
Jane & Curt Shellum
Michael & Susan Shepard
Pearl & Sheldon Sheps
Robert & Mary Sheridan
Thomas Sherman
James & Judy Sloan
Michele Smart
Marjorie Smith
Carol Smyrk

Connie Smyrk
Barbara Sorensen
Bruce & Brenda Staats
Naomi Stanek
Marietta Steck
Marti Steffen
Julie & Dean Stenehjem
Mona Stevermer
Terrence & Donna 

Stewart
Walter & Dorothy 

Stobaugh
Randall Stone
James Stotesbery
Doris & Clayton Stowe
Bonita Strei
Rich & Mary Streit
Desiree Strom
Chuck & Bev Stupca
Abel Subia
Nobu & Beth Suginaka
Jim & Jill Suk
Randy Sutter
David & Barbara Swart
Michael & Siriporn Swart
Sylvia Swede
Doug & Joan Sween
Joanne & Philip Swenson
Glenn & Pat Tabor
Rodney & Janis Tanner
Judith Taylor
The Thiesse Family
Judith Thistle

Mary Tigner-Rasanen
Dennis & Connie Tooley
William & Kathleen 

Tremaine
John & Patty Trnka
Sandra Tschida
Esther Van Vleet
Renee Van Vleet
Rich & Marian VanDellen
Larry  & Barbara 

Vareberg
Marvin Vaughan
Beatrice Vold
Grant Volkman
Deanne Walding
Carolyn Wall
Adolf & Helen Walser
Patricia Walsh
Ellen Ward
Emmerson Ward
Mary Ellen  & Mark 

Warner
James & Mary Warren
George & Jean Waters
Sarabeth & Roger Watson
Susan Waughtal
Karel Weigel
Jill Wellik
Joyce Wenz
Boodie Werbel
Nancy & Jeff Werning
Debbie & Gary 

Westerland

Barbara Westmoreland
Phil & Sue Wheeler
Jack & Pat Whisnant
Beth & Niel Wiegand
Bill Wiktor & Elaine Case
John & Joan Willaman
Constance Williams
Ken & Martha Williamson
Ken & Dotty Willkomm
Marie Wilson
John & Irene Wiltsie
David & Joy Winkle
Merlyn & Twila Winter
Charles & Barbara 

Withers
Tom & Diane Witzig
Joyce Wood
Sherry Wood
Lixin Yan & Xuehua Liu
J. Herman Yates
Paul Zellweger & 

Elizabeth Stewart
Paulette & Mike Zenner
Warren & Helen 

Zimmerman
Beata & Russell Zincke

Donors from October 1, 2011 - February 29, 2012

I would like to give: $__________  
___ Where Needed ___ Endowment Fund ___ Materials  
My gift will be matched by: _______________________________________________________________
Donor listings & acknowledgments ___ My name may be included ___ Please do not include my name
 Please write name(s) as you would prefer in donor listings: _____________________________________
___ $500 for Book-A-Year Endowment 
	 Name for bookplate: _________________________________ in honor of/ in memory of (circle one)
	 Name for Acknowledgment (plaques and listings): ____ honoree’s name _____ my name
 Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________ City: ________________ State: ______ Zip: ______
Telephone: _________________________ e-mail: _____________________________________

Thank you for your tax-deductible support of the Rochester Public Library Foundation.
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An English 
Evening

A Rochester Public Library
Foundation Fundraising Event

DoubleTree Hotel, Rochester, MN

$50 Per Person/$400 Per Table

Register at: 507-328-2343 or 
www.rochesterpubliclibraryfoundation.org/English.html

•	 The Compleat Works of Shakespeare’s 
“Greatest Hits.”

•	 Emcee-Englishman C. John Steer
•	 Traditional English Foods
•	 English Ale Tasting
•	 English music, culture and history
•	 Renaissance Costume Encouraged

April 26, 2012
5:30pm

What do you get when you mix 
Shakespeare, English Ales and a 
traditional English meal? 
A bloody good way to support 
the Rochester Public Library 
Foundation.
This is the second event in the 
Rochester Public Library Foun-
dation’s Cultural Event Series. 
On Thursday, April 26, at the 
DoubleTree Hotel in downtown 

Rochester, the Rochester Pub-
lic Library Foundation’s English 
Evening will celebrate all things 
English—from its ales to its en-
tertainment. Highlights of the 
evening include:
•	 The Compleat Works of 

Shakespeare’s “Greatest 
Hits.” Local thespians Greg 
Miller, Nick Mezacapa, and 
Jerry Casper will perform thir-

ty minutes of highlights from 
their acclaimed and laugh-
out-loud funny stage show 
centered around Shake-
speare’s plays (even the bad 
ones). 

•	 A five-course traditional Eng-
lish meal (tasting portions) in-
cludes pot roast, roasted po-
tatoes, and a few surprises.

•	 An English ale tasting. What’s 
an English event without a 
few ales? Taste a variety of 
ales courtesy of Andy’s Li-
quor.

•	 English toasts between each 
course, led by emcee—and 
local Brit—John Steer.

•	 Silent auction and bucket raf-
fle. Items range from wine to 
themed book collections.

“Just as last year’s Celtic evening 
celebrated Celtic culture, our 
English Evening brings you ev-
erything English: food, ale, music, 
art, history, Shakespearean en-
tertainment and a true English-
man emcee,” says Lois Marris, co-
chair of the event. “The Highland 
Kilts worn last year were such a 
huge hit that we are encouraging 
everyone to wear their favorite 
Renaissance Era piece—from full 
costume to a simple mask.”
Cost is $50.00 per person; reg-
istration is available online at: 
www.rochesterpubliclibrary-
foundation.org/English. 
For more information contact 
Jennifer Koski at 507.251.3887 or 
email: jenniferkoski@gmail.com.
 Proceeds go to the Rochester 
Public Library Foundation to sup-
port programming and equip-
ment at the Rochester Public Li-
brary.

All Hail the Queen! 
Rochester Public Library Foundation Hosts an English Evening

Visit the library blog for more stories about library 
news, services, and events.

http://rochpublibrary.wordpress.com


