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Library Expansion

Continues to be a Top Priority
By Audrey Betcher, Library Director

The last several months have been busy at Rochester Public
Library as we move forward with plans to expand.

In November, community members re-joined library staff to
reexamine the RPL Strategic Plan, originally written in 2012. This
guiding document led to a number of changes at the library, with
a greater focus on growing literacy and engaging the community.
It also guided our emphasis on adding two more floors. At the
November 2015 strategic planning meeting, community members
reaffirmed the direction the Library is headed.

As 2016 continues, our focus will remain on expanding. The
library building was undersized when built back in 1995, with a
last-minute funding cutback. Meanwhile, the Library’s growth
in program attendance is well over 1000% over the last twenty
years, with much of that growth happening after the Strategic
Plan rewrite in 2012.

The Library is a vibrant, busy place. An expanded building would
provide a dedicated floor for children and teens, flexible space

FEBRUARY 2016 | VOL.2 « NO. 1

Friends
of the
Rochester Public
ROCHESTER
PUBLIC LIBRARY

FOUNDATION

2016 Wit, Wisdom & Wine pictures-on page 4

to accommodate a
wide array of program
opportunities and
space to meet the
needs of all of our users. .
Without an expansion, the Library's ability to meet community
needs is stifled. The current space for innovation and learning is
inadequate compared to other similar-sized libraries; program
staff continuously compete for space, often preventing certain
programs and events from happening here, and the current
building will not meet the demands of a growing Rochester.

In the coming months, the Library’s Foundation will present
findings from a feasibility study. While | constantly hear from
community members “We love the Library,” this study will show
us how much financial support we have from the community.
When combined with city, county, and other funding sources,
we expect to move forward with Rochester Public Library's
expansion project later this year. Together we can connect,
innovate, learn, and imagine in 2016.
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THE NEED

You asked, we listened.
Rochester Public Library (RPL) has a 150-year

. . . MATERIALS BORROWED BOOKS & MEDIA
history of responding to the changing needs of 1995 2014 ot -
our community. In response to community input 3% 1070714 1638503 64% 5960917 471487
gathered in 2012, the Library increased and o U ! '
enhanced services and programs, resulting in a
dramatic increase in program attendance. INCREASE IN
Old issue, new problem POPULATION ATTENDANCE

’ . Rochester, MN
In 1995, due to a reduction in construction funding,
the Library’s square footage was reduced by 29%. 1, 056%

After twenty years, the building is woefully short
of space, leaving RPL unprepared to serve the
projected population increase of more than 50%
over the next 30 years.

The 21st Century Library for a vibrant city.

The role of a community library continues to
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evolve. Without enough square footage, programs
compete for space on a weekly basis, preventing
the Library from meeting public demand.

THE SOLUTION

After a full examination of other options, Library officials determined the most cost-effective solution is a $55 million renovation and expansion
of the current building. RPL is exploring funding options through City of Rochester, Olmsted County, Destination Medical Center (DMC), and
philanthropic gifts from foundations, corporations, and individuals.

THE FUTURE

* Provide a Youth Floor for children and teens.

« Utilize flexible and balanced (quiet/loud) space for
programming, collaboration, and engagement.

+ Connect varied generations, ability levels, and
cultures in new ways.

+ Strengthen the community with information and
technology.

+ Spark imagination and innovation through new
opportunities.
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Teens Make Memories
and Create Amazement

By Heather Acerro

Teens are full of ideas, energy and
enthusiasm and Rochester Public
Library has the privilege of hosting
two groups of creative teens who plan
amazing events. Last summer, RPL's
Q Club planned a hugely successful
Pride Prom for LGBTQIA (Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer/
Questioning,  Intersex,  Asexual/
Ally) teens which took place in RPL's
auditorium after hours on Saturday,
July 18. Over 40 teens attended to
socialize, dress up and take pictures
in a photo booth, snack, chat with
community organizations such as
Olmsted County Victim Services, LINK,
and Planned Parenthood, and dance
the night away. Seeing photos from
the event doesn't tell the whole story
though, the success of Pride Prom
started months before with intensive
brainstorming, planning, decoration
building, and  marketing the
program to teens in the community.

Another  dedicated
group, RPL's Teen
Library Council (TLC), was responsible
for the successful and popular Harry
Potter Book Night programs both this
year and last year. The Teen Library
Council expressed interest in creating
a service project to give back to RPL
and the community. For this project
they settled on creating a Harry Potter
party for children and teens. As lovers
of the Harry Potter books and movies,
it was easy for the teens to come up
with several creative ideas for activities
including: Quidditch and wizard chess
practice sessions, creating magical
creatures and personalizing wands,
pinning cat brooches on Dolores
Umbridge, and hunting throughout
the library for Luna Lovegood's lost
things. Over 300 kids and teens
(many in costume) showed up to
celebrate Harry Potter Book Night
and they all had a wonderful time.

Youth Services staff is thankful for the
leadership, creativity and dedication
of both the Teen Library Council and Q
Club teens. Teen librarian Sarah Joynt
says, “Without the energy and dedication

the teens bring to the
planning  process,
these programs
would not have seen
such great success.”
RPL looks forward
to another year of
working with teens
to create awesome
experiences for all.

By Brian Lind

When you arrive at
the second floor of
the Library, it is not
an unusual sight to
see Paul Schmidt sitting at his favorite catalog computer
looking for movies, books and music.

“When |was younger, | always thought libraries were a boring
place to go, but now | don't. If you don't learn something in
school, you can learn it in the Library,” says Paul.

When Paul first moved to Rochesterin 1985, his friend Hector
brought him to the Rochester Public Library to show him
several books about Jimi Hendrix. Paul checked out a stack
of them and learned a lot more about his favorite musician

Rochester Public Library ¢ 101 2nd Street SE, Rochester, MN

‘Libraries Have it All:’
Introducing Patron Paul Schmidt

including how Hendrix got to England. Paul remembers
taking the Hendrix books to Kutzky Park and reading them
while grilling food outdoors with a George Foreman grill.

A music lover like Paul also appreciates the CD music
collection at the Library.

“It's like going to Apache Mall with all its stores - you can
pick from different music stores in the library for country,
opera, jazz, rock and more to choose from. Some of them
I've never heard of - I'll write them down and look them up
on Amazon.com.”

(“Libraries Have it All” continued on page 7)
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15 Years of Wit, Wisdom & Wine o & WINE
What started as a Library event fifteen years ago continues to be the
premiere fundraiser for the Rochester Public Library Foundation.

This annual event brings together the highest-quality wit and wisdom,
mixed with delicious wine and hors d'oeuvres. The backdrop for this
occasion is one of Rochester’s beloved gems: the Library.

The 2016 “Wit, Wisdom and Wine" event brought in over $30,000 to support the Library’s mission. Foundation
Board President, Chris Wendland, says the event highlights the support Rochester has for an expanded library.
“The support of both new and repeat attendees, donors, volunteers and speakers clearly indicates how much
the community values Rochester Public Library and believes in its mission. The Library needs a much larger
space to meet increasing demand for the library's services and programs, and hopefully that will be our focus
at next year's ‘Wit, Wisdom and Wine.”

Congratulations %\@‘Nm F ’”4({,,
Rochester Public Library Foundation Ii” ESTER A ~
on this special recognition! z ()GEESTH‘[EEi
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Donors from
October 16, 2015 - December 31, 2015

David & Susan Ahlquist Linda Gregory & Mark Federspiel Carolyn . McCarty
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David & Jerri Allen

George & Dorothy Allen
Vicki Allen & Terry Sorenson
Jeffrey Amaris

Mr. & Mrs. Allen W. Anderson
Nancy J. Anderson

William & Mary Aronin
Elizabeth J. Atkinson

Dr. & Mrs. Greg Aughenbaugh
Sor Awdng

Mark & Lucy Bahn

Rita K. Balm

Christopher & Debra Bauch
Barbara North Beck

Bob & Phyllis Beery

Louis & Janet Behrens

John & Diane Beiswanger
Diane Bennett

Mr. & Mrs. Jan Bergert
Audrey S. Betcher

Mary Jo Beyerle

Gladys Binette

Jane F. Bisel

Gerald & Denise Bonde
Mary Ann Boyne
Bridgestreet Worldwide
Amy Brownawell

Richard & Nancy Brubaker
Mahon & Marilyn Burbank
Shelley Burkhardt

Jean Burrington

Doug & Sue Butler

John & Dorothy Cachiaras
Patricia J. Calvert

Dr. Alan J. Cameron

Jane Campion

Mary Campion

Paul & Margaret Carpenter
Rene Chartier & Marilyn Morton

Steve & Marolee Christopherson

William & Marcia Cochran
Shirley A. Colson

Dr. Heidi M. Connolly
James & Joanna Coon
Sarah Crane

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel M. Crowell
Maribeth McLaughlin
Terry & Linda Curtis

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Daily
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Danielson
Eugene & Sandra Dankbar
Susanne Todd Daood

Dr. & Mrs. Jasper R. Daube
Vicki Demmer

J. M. Dervin

Harold & Norma Dison
John & Diane Dockerty
Allen & Marcia Dollerschell
Adrienne Donze

Betty Jo Dorschner
Elizabeth DuBord

Mr. & Mrs. Dana M. Duffield
Penny & Joe Duffy

Mary H. Dunlap

Robert Dunn & Joyce Sharp
Mr. & Mrs. David Dykstal
David Eton & Kathleen Yost
Noel & Gwen Fallarme

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Field
Joann Finley

Meellee L. Fish

Barbara Flasch

Rabbi David Freedman
Jim & Heather Fuelberth
Mr. & Mrs. Dana Funk
Ognjen & Vladana Gajic
Elizabeth A. Gallanis

Carol H. Geerdes

Maurice & Kaylene Geiger
Melinda Gelfman

Susan L. Gillette

Susan Stewart & Douglas Gras
Virginia Graves

Bob & Pat Gregerson
Larry & Marcia Grimm
Robert & Ann Groover
Sandra Gruszynski
Earlene C. Hackenmiller
HGA

Karl & Barbara Hanson
John L. Harrison

Marilyn Harstad

Phyllis Heckler

John & Bobbie Herrell
Synneva Hicks

Hiller Stores, Inc

George & Sandra Hohberger
Duane & Ann Hoven

Don & Joan Howland
Mary Humke

John & Mary Lou Hunziker
Debby & Jim Jacobsen
Med & Jackie James
Christopher J. Jankowski
Karen Jensen

Ronald & Marlene Jensen
William & Jeannine Karnes
Erik & Tara Kaufman
Patricia Keith

Robert & Sarah Keller
Tammy Kenealy

Shakila P. Khan

Dr. Donald W. Klass
Nancy Klema

Joe Koerner

Tomoko Kokmen

Mr. & Mrs. Steven R. Kunkel
Maxine D. Langdon Trust
Nancy J. Larson

Timothy & Sarah Larson
Cliff & Kathy Lawrence
Travis & Amy Leeser

Doug & Dotty Leimer
Tom & Susan Lemke

Ed & Joan Leof

Tina Liebling & Mark Liebow
Dorothy Lindvig

Thomas & Martha Link
Helen N. Lovgren

M. William & Julie Lower
Bob & Gretchen MacCarty
Mr. & Mrs. Peter B. Maercklein
Randolph & Catherine Marks
Larry Mascotti

Char K. Matti

Stanley & Amy Mayer
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Martha E. McClees

Jim & Peggy McEvoy
James & Kathleen McMullin
Ramy Mehta

Curtis & Mary Meier
Walter R. Menning
Arleeta Messick

Duane & Shirley Miedtke
Robert & Ruth Ann Miles
Marie Wynne Miller
Louise Moe

Russell & Diane Moench
Daniel & Nadene Moore
Matthew Moore

JoMarie Morris

Tania Motschman
Stanley J. Mujwid

Mike Murray

Dr. Audrey M. Nelson

Dr. & Mrs. Evan Nelson
Glen & Sandra Nelson
Sandy Nelson

Carol Newman

James & Kay Nieling

Beth M. Nienow

Duane Nienow

Phillip Nordquist

O&B Shoes

Michael & Colleen O'Connell
Ms. Susan Oddsen

Tom & Lori Oftedahl

Dr. & Mrs. Patrick O'Leary
Ruth Oleson

Mr. & Mrs. Philip J. Oliveto
Nancy J. Ollenburger
Olmsted National Bank
Anneliese Opitz

John & Karen Orbeck

Ron & Sheila Paukert
Bret & Karen Petersen
Katherine M. Piderman
H. Elizabeth Plunkett
Diane Pollock

Kevin Praska

Premier Bank Rochester
Mr. & Mrs. Gary J. Przywara
Brian & Anne Purrington
William M. Reilly

Natalie . Reschke

Carol Reynolds & James Gloor
Wayne & Mary Alice Richardson
Dale & Barb Richter

Steve & Marilyn Riederer

Rochester Area Retired Educators

Eunah Park

Robert & Cheryl Roediger
Jim & Brenda Rossman
Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn Rothman
Helen H. Sanborn

Paula]. Santrach

T.R. Saxman

Paul & Margaret Scanlon
Bonnie Scharlow
Millicent F. Scheevel

Jean E. Schendel

Scott & Jennifer Schilbe
Andrea Schmidt

Freda Schneider

Ken & Lousette Schultz

Diane & Jim Schwinghammer

Dr. & Mrs. Alan D. Sessler

Mr. & Mrs. Michael ). Shepard

Mary V. Sheridan

James & Judith Sloan

Marjorie Smith

Frank & Sandra Soltis

Bruce & Brenda Staats

Marietta Steck

Lavonne Steiger

Marjorie Steinbauer

Elizabeth Stewart

Walter & Dorothy Stobaugh

Bonita K. Strei

Nobu & Beth Suginaka

Fred & Mary Suhler

Jim & Jill Suk

David & Barbara Swart

Dr. & Mrs. Harry Swedlund

Philip & Joanne Swenson

Joseph & Cecelia Szurszewski

Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Tabor

Rodney & Janis Tanner

John &Judith Thistle

Edith Thurber

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tiegs

Charlotte Timm

John & Patty Trnka

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Trolander

Olivia Truesdale

Valley of Rochester Scottish Rite
Children’s Foundation

Monica Van Kirk

Grant Volkman

Bryan Wakat

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Walker

Carolyn Wall

Adolf & Helen Walser

Mark & Mary Ellen Warner

Karel M. Weigel

Dr. Richard & Lily Weinshilboum

Dr. Arnold & Sandra Weissler

William Wellnitz

Wendland Utz, Attorneys at Law

Judith Wendland

Dr. & Mrs. Paul W. Wennberg

Jeffrey & Nancy Werning

Gary & Deborah Westerland

Kenneth & Martha Williamson

Ken & Dorothy Willkomm

David & Joy Winkle

Van & Adeline Winkle

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Wojcik

Dennis & Lynn Wong

Joyce Wood

JoAnn E. Yaggy

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald V. Yaggy

J. Herman & Marilyn Yates

Karen & Steven Ytterberg

Paulette & Mike Zenner

Yang Zhang

Nadine Zwetter
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Upcoming Book
Sales for 2016

WinterFest Book Sale
February 11-14

Rochesterfest Book Sale
June 20-23

Autumn Book Sale
October 6-9

Gift-Quality Books and Bake Sale
December 2-3

o8l

In 2015, the Friends of the Library
accepted 4,542 donated books and
passed them onto the library to add to
the collection. This donation amounts
to $104,082 in books for 2015.
Thank you, Friends!

Friends’
Bookstore Hours;

Monday 10AM-7PM

Tuesday 10AM-4PM
Wednesday 10AM-7PM
Thursday 10AM-7PM

Friday 10AM-4PM

Saturday (school year) 10AM-4PM
Saturday (summer*) 10AM-1PM
Sunday (school year) 1:30-4:30PM
Sunday (summer#) closed

*Summer hours are from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

6 | LIBRARY Connections

News From
the Bookstore

The Friends’ Bookstore volunteers
always get a little more excited in
February. After all, February is | LOVE
TO READ month, Black History month,
Valentine's Day, and the Chinese New
Year. And we love to celebrate!

Once again this year, we are offering
“Blind Date with a Book.” We cover books
in brown paper with twine and give a
few clues as to what the book is about.
You can't judge a book by its cover!

The Chinese New Year is celebrated with
books and games and good-luck red
envelopes to share with our customers.

We have lots of coffee table size books
in our inventory, so we plan to have a ‘|
LOVE BIG BOOKS" sale right outside the
back door of our Bookstore.

Our regular “2nd Saturday Sale” will
be children’s books. This will include
some Action 100/IRLA books that the

Rochester Public Schools use in their
reading program.

The Bookstore is operated by the
Friends’ of the Rochester Public Library
as a non-profit organization with all
proceeds going to the Rochester Public
Library. In 2015, the Bookstore earned
$58,000 to support the mission of the
library. All of our books are donated
and we are staffed by volunteers. Please
consider becoming a Friends' member
and volunteering for the bookstore.

Pat §

Bookstore Co-Manager

Letter from the

Presidents of the Friends

As we stand on the threshold of a brand
new year, we want to wish all our Friends
a very Happy 2016. May all your hopes
and dreams come true this year

Our last book sale was in December.
We had gift quality books and baked
goods for sale and had a good turnout.
2015 was a great year for the Friends'
four book sales with a total of $20,600.
We wish to thank everyone who helped
make the book sales a huge success.

The Friends' membership contributions
for the year were amazing. We had 259
donations, eight less than last year, but
the dollars were higher ($14,404). We
had 208 renewals and 51 new members.
The book sale preview night has been
successful in getting new members. The

507.328.2300

bookstore is also asking customers if
they would like to be a member and has
had positive results.

The Friends are looking forward to 2016
and being an advocate for the Rochester
Public Library and its future.

We would like to say thank you to all the
Friends and volunteers. We can't do it
without you.

T

Friends of the Rochester Public Library
Presidents

« www.rochesterpubliclibrary.org




Celebrating a Season of Success

By Beth Butterfield and Heather Acerro

Innovation resulted in success for
Rochester Public Library (RPL) and its
partners during the last quarter of 2015.
In November, RPL's BookBike won the
Local Government Innovation Award
from The Humphrey School of Public
Affairs at the University of Minnesota.
During its first summer, the BookBike
visited 113 locations and reached over
5,500 visitors in central neighborhoods.
As an overall City category winner,
RPL received a $5,000 grant from the
Bush Foundation. These funds will be
used to enhance the BookBike with
a new programming trailer focused
on educational, interactive outreach
activities for youth.

Library Director Audrey Betcher received
the Maude Finch Award given by the
United Way of Olmsted County Women'’s
Leadership Council. The award is given to
women who are “outstanding examples
of living united to advance the common
good in our community....” The United
Way also awarded RPL, in partnership
with The Reading Center and Boys & Girls
Club of Rochester, a $15,600 grant for
Rochester Reading Champions with an
opportunity to renew for a second year.
Rochester Reading Champions provides

specialized training for volunteers
committed to providing twice-a-week
free tutoring sessions to underserved,
struggling readers in our community.
In the first 18 months of Rochester
Reading Champions, tutors gave 878
free and individualized lessons with a
monetary value of $43,900 and donated
3,948 hours valued at $91,074. Students
who have participated in 80-100 lessons
moved up two to four grades in reading
and two to three grades in spelling.

The Otto Bremer Trust awarded
Rochester Reading Champions a
$44,291 grant to support the volunteer
network and program infrastructure.
Our partnership builds capacity for
specialized tutoring services through
engagement, education, and retention
of talented volunteers.

In November, Rochester Reading
Champions received a $6,000 grant
from the Scottish Rite Children’s
Language Foundation, which leveraged
another  $6,000 donation  from
Rochester's Sam's Club, Walmart
North, and Walmart South. These
grants and support will allow Rochester
Reading Champions to grow and serve
more at-risk youth who struggle to read.

RPL's success is due to the support of
community partners, dedicated staff,
and the enthusiasm of our customers.
We look forward to the next season of
fun, collaboration, and hard work.

(“Libraries Have it All” continued from page 3)

Paul also appreciates the print resources at the Library,
including county plat books. “Plat books are beautiful
because if you're out in the country tracking gophers, they
provide addresses and phone numbers [for land owners].”

As times and technology change, so has Paul's use of the ibrary.
He has been taking computer classes to learn more about the
online world. So far, he has learned how to use email, post
photos to Flickr, search with Google and use Facebook.

He enjoys practicing his new skills on the Library's internet
computers - especially because these computers have

Rochester Public Library ¢ 101 2nd Street SE, Rochester, MN

“disease checkers [anti-virus software]” to keep him safe.

When asked about the Library, Paul says that the staff is
“underrated.”

“[Librarians] Brian, Susan and Jake are very well schooled in
the computer, because they know it very, very well.”

Paul looks forward to buying a computer himself someday.

“The more | learn at the Library, the simpler it will be when |
get my computer. The Library is there to help you through
everything. It is filled with love, honesty and knowledge.”

LIBRARY Connections | 7
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The Backstory: First
Library Cards

When 5-year-old Hayden Huxol saw his
friend, Sasha, had her own library card,
he knew he needed one, too! Mom Jessica
says, “We just love the library!”

What We're Reading

Looking for a great read? Try one of our staff picks!
Adult non-fiction, suggested by Lynn Pentek

Lists of Note: An Eclectic Collection Deserving of a Wider
Audience compiled by Shaun Usher

It has lists from various people through history. This
book makes a reader think about what a day in the life of
someone else may have included. It provides insight into
a different side of some famous folks. Interesting and fun,
this book is easy to pick up and put down. Some of itis in
the original handwriting of the famous person who penned
it so you actually see their scribbled notes.

Adult non-fiction, suggested by Greg Suave
My Life In France by Julia Child, with Alex Prud’lhomme

The story of Julia Child's love affair with France, French food
and her husband, Paul. Julia's funny, exuberant personality
shines through in this delightful memoir of her discovery
of French cuisine and late blooming renown as author and
television personality. An evocative portrayal of a curious,
fun loving, liberal American couple discovering the culture
of postwar Europe, the book was a wonderful insight into
Julia’s bubbly, though occasionally prickly, personality.

SIROTGWOOD

A Crime Dossier

LARRY MILLETT

Adult Fiction, suggested by Kimberly Edson
Strongwood: A Crime Dossier by Larry Millett

This 2014 Minnesota Book Award nominee brings historic
Minneapolis to life with this suspenseful tale of love, money,
betrayal and death. Michael Masterson's love for Addie
Strongwood results in his being shot dead. The case against
Addie is reconstructed through trail testimony, newspapers
stories and her defense attorney’s colorful journal. This tale
offers a glimpse into the sharply divided world of the rich and
poor in Minneapolis at the dawn of the twentieth century.

Find us on social media: n Q @)



